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TAKDIiM / EDITORDEN

Degerli okurlarimiz,

Disiplinlerarasi Afrika Calismalan Dergisi Afrika kitasiyla ilgili yapilan tim calisma-
lar literattire kazandirmak Uzere kurulmus, ¢ok dilli ve ¢ok disiplinli bir dergidir.
letleri tarafindan medeniyetlerin besigi olarak adlandiriimaktadir. Ozellikle icinde
barindirdigi geng ve dinamik nifusuyla Afrika diinyanin geri kalanindan daha hiz-
Il bllyime potansiyeline sahiptir. Bu yil aciklanan veriler neticesinde ticaret bakani
Omer Bolat'in da dile getirdigi izere diinya lizerinde en hizli kalkinmasi beklenen 20
Glkenin 11'inin Afrika'da olmasi bir tesadiif degildir. Ancak bu kita, ayni zamanda Batili
devletlerin somirgeci tutumlarinin bir sonucu olarak da ekonomik esitsizlik, cevresel
ve etnik sorunlar ve toplumsal degisimlerin getirdigi zorluklarla da miicadele etmek-
tedir. Bu durum hem Afrika'da hem de kiresel 6lcekte dayanismayi, karsilikli saygiyi
ve yenilik¢i ¢oztimleri daha da 6nemli kilmaktadir.

Afrika kitasi ve Turkiye arasindaki iliskiler bir bakima kitanin buyik bir bolimiinde
hikim stren Osmanli'nin mirasi gibi distinilmektedir. Afrika'da tarihsel baglardan
glic alan Turkiye 21. ylzyilin en dnemli aktorl olarak gorilmektedir. Bu bakimdan
dislinuldigunde Afrika Ulkeleriyle gelistirilen iliskilerde Tlrkiye yalnizca ticaret part-
neri degil, ayni zamanda zengin kdlturel ve insani degerlerin paylasildigi gu¢lu bir
dost olarak 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Bélgesel veya konjonktrel bir is birliginin 6tesinde,
kitayla kurulan iliskiler kiiresel 6lcekte bir birliktelik ve dayanisma modelinin 6rne-
gi olma 06zelligi tasiyor. Dlnya Uzerindeki kaynaklarin, sorunlarin ve sorumluluklarin
daha adil paylasildigi yeni bir dinya icin Afrika kitasinin sémurd kiltarinden kur-
tarilmasi ve kendine yeter bir kita haline getirilmesi elzemdir. Nitekim 21. Yiizyilda
hala Bati Afrika basta olmak tzere Afrika'nin bircok yerinde elektrik ve su probleminin
yasandigi maalesef bilinen bir gercekliktir. Glinde yaklasik 18 saati bulan elektrik ke-
sintilerinin yasandigi bir bélgede hangi adil diizen veya adil bir paylasimdan s6z edi-
lebilir? Yasadigi bunca zorluga ragmen sahip oldugu egemenlikten 6diin vermeyen
Mali'nin karanlk manzarasindan MINUSMA™nin yanindan elektriksiz bir glinde bunu
yaziyor olmakta tarihe disiilmesi gereken bir nottur.

Degerli okuyucularimiz bu sayimizda sizlerle politikadan edebiyata oldukga farkli ko-
nulari ele alan 5 makale paylasmanin mutlulugunu yasiyoruz. Cogunlugu Afrikali ya-
zarlar tarafindan yazilmis bu degerli calismalarin literatiire kaynak saglamasi dilegiyle
keyifli okumalar dilerim.

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Murat DELIBAS
Editor

Bamako/MALI

30 Aralik 2024

1 Birlesmis Milletler Mali'deki Cok Boyutlu Entegre Istikrar Misyonu
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EDITORIAL

The Journal of Interdisciplinary African Studies is a multilingual and multidisciplinary
publication established to contribute all research on the African continent to the ex-
isting body of literature. Africa, a continent with which we have maintained bilateral
relations since the Ottoman era, is referred to as the cradle of civilizations by nations
worldwide. With its young and dynamic population, Africa has the potential to grow
faster than the rest of the world. As highlighted by Minister of Trade Omer Bolat in
light of this year’s data, it is no coincidence that 11 of the 20 countries expected to
experience the fastest economic growth are in Africa.

However, this continent also grapples with challenges such as economic inequality,
environmental and ethnic issues, and societal changes—outcomes of colonial ex-
ploitation by Western powers. These realities make solidarity, mutual respect, and
innovative solutions imperative, both within Africa and on a global scale.

The relationship between Africa and Turkey is often perceived as a legacy of the
Ottoman Empire, which once held influence over much of the continent. Drawing
strength from historical ties, Turkey is regarded as one of the most significant actors
of the 21st century in Africa. From this perspective, Turkey emerges not only as a
trade partner but also as a strong ally sharing rich cultural and humanitarian values
with African nations. Beyond regional or circumstantial cooperation, Turkey's rela-
tions with Africa exemplify a global model of unity and solidarity.

For a world where resources, challenges, and responsibilities are distributed more
equitably, it is essential to liberate the African continent from the culture of exploita-
tion and enable it to become self-reliant. Unfortunately, it remains a stark reality that,
even in the 21st century, many parts of Africa, particularly West Africa, still face issues
such as electricity and water shortages. How can we speak of fairness or equitable
distribution in a region where power outages last up to 18 hours a day? Writing these
words in a day without electricity against the dark backdrop of Mali—a nation that
has maintained its sovereignty despite countless hardships—is a note worth record-
ing in history alongside the presence of MINUSMA forces.

Dear Readers,

In this issue, we are delighted to share with you five articles covering diverse topics
ranging from politics to literature. Written predominantly by African authors, these
valuable works aim to serve as a resource for the academic literature. Wishing you a
pleasant and insightful reading experience..

Asst. Prof. Murat DELIBAS
Founding Editor

Bamako/MALI

30 December 2024

Vil
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Oz: Aile Sirketleri (AIS), cok esli, yerli ya da yerli olmayan AiS'ler olsun, basari 6ncesi ve
sonrasi ¢atismalar, erkek cinsiyet kayirmaciligi, nepotizm ve zayif halefiyet planlamasi
deneyimleriyle hayatta kalma tehditleriyle karsi karsiyadir. FB’lerin nesilden nesile
hayatta kalmasi halefiyet sorununa baghdir. Halefiyetle ilgili zorluklarin ele alinmasi,
FB'nin bir sonraki nesle kadar hayatta kalmasina ve kurucunun mirasinin devamlili-
gina katkida bulunur. Bu calisma, sorunsuz halefiyet planlamasi, halefiyet sureci ve
halefiyet modeline yol acan kritik unsurlar incelemektedir. Uganda'da halefiyet plan-
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lamasinin kritik kavramlarini anlamak icin bir aragtirma yaklasimi olarak tematik icerik
analizi kullanilmistir. Ozetle, ASB’lerin her cinsiyetten haleflerini yeterince erken aras-
tirmalari, hazirlamalari ve yetistirmeleri, yazili halefiyet planlarina, yazili aile anayasa-
larina sahip olmalari ve halef secimlerini kayirmaci, duygusal, cinsiyete dayali, bilimsel
olmayan temelli kararlar yerine bilin¢li hesaplanmis kararlara dayali olarak yapmalari
gerekmektedir ki bu calismada halef secimi icin ya aile ici bir tyenin ya da aile disi
bir Gyenin yetkinlik ve becerilerine dayanan Aile Sirketleri Halefiyet (FBS) (Royer vd.,
2008) durumsallik modelinden uyarlanmistir. Calisma, 6zel kaygilari ele alacak, FB’lerin
paydaslarina rehberlik, duyarlilik ve teknik destek sunacak bir diizenleyici kurum 6ner-
mektedir. Bliylik ve mali agidan gliclii FB'lere, FB uzmanlarindan teknik destek gerek-
tiren FB ile ilgili zorluklarin tstesinden gelmek icin FB'ye 6zgl endiseler konusunda
dizenli olarak FB danismanlarina danismalari tavsiye edilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Uganda, Halefiyet Planlamasi, Aile Sirketi, Aile Sirketi Halefiyeti
Aile Anayasasi.

Abstract: Family Businesses (FBs) face survival threats with experiences of pre and
post-succession conflicts, male gender favoritism, nepotism, and poor succession
planning whether polygamous FBs, indigenous or non-indigenous owned. FBs'gener-
ational continued survival is tied to the succession question. Addressing succession-re-
lated challenges contribute to FB’s survival to the next generation and the continuity
of the founder’s legacy. This study looks at critical aspects that lead to smooth succes-
sion planning, succession process, and succession model. Thematic content analysis
as a research approach to understanding critical concepts of succession planning in
Uganda was used. In sum, FBs need to search, prepare, and groom successors of any
gender early enough, have written succession plans, written family constitutions and
make successor choices based on informed calculated decisions rather than nepo-
tistic, emotional, gender-biased, non-scientific based decisions which in this study is
adopted from the contingency model of Family Business Succession (FBS) (Royer et
al., 2008) which is based on competence and skills of either an inside-family member
or outside-non family member for a successor choice. The study suggests a regula-
tory body to address peculiar concerns, offer guidance, sensitization, and technical
support to the stakeholders of FBs. Big and financially strong FBs are advised to regu-
larly consult FB consultants on peculiar FB concerns in order to overcome FB related
challenges that require technical support from FB specialists.

Keywords: Uganda, Succession Planning, Family Business, Family Business Succes-
sion Family Constitution.

Introduction

Family Businesses (FBs) are the greatest Gross Domestic Product (GDP) con-
tributor to the global economies (Miroshynchenko et al., 2021; Family Firm Insti-
tute, 2017; Tharawat Magazine, 2014) in terms of growth and development and
their impact on the lives of communities cannot be underestimated. FBs help in
the provision of employment opportunities and experiential knowledge benefits
among others. This is because FBs are estimated to constitute 80% to 90% of
firms in the whole world (see Poza, 2010; De Massis & Foss, 2018).
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The prime focus for every FB is to live longer enough to transcend from the
first generation of its founders to the next generations (Andersson et al, 2002:90).
Majority of FBs fail because of the magnitude of various factors such as the sud-
den death of the founder (s), founder (s) living with critical health conditions as
well as poor performance. Unfortunately, this creates a leadership gap for suc-
cession of the FB. Nevertheless, such moments have severely denied visions of
founders of fallen FBs to be achieved largely due to a lack of succession plan-
ning (Janjuha-Jivraj & Woods, 2002). Succession planning continues to trouble
researchers, academicians, FBs, practitioners, and policymakers to find an ev-
er-lasting solution to cure this high failure rate. Dyer (1987) stated that it is para-
mount to add that FBs are unique forms of businesses in their culture, experience
unique challenges, conflicts, opportunities, and styles of survival.

Succession management in FBs continues to pose a big challenge to the con-
tinuity of FBs the world over (Bocatto et al., 2010). However, succession planning
is presented as the best solution. Succession planning is therefore the best solu-
tion to the FB succession problem (Tharawat Magazine, 2014) and incidentally
is a concern for FB practitioners, academicians, researchers, and consultancies.
Approaches that seek to address FB succession challenges tend to depend on
certain factors such as nature, size, age, ownership, management, financial per-
formance and wellness of the FB (Duh, Tominc & Rebernik, 2007; Mandl, 2008;
Sharma et al., 2003).

Furthermore, studies on FBs remain low in developing African countries such
as Uganda (see Sebaggala et al., 2018; Lujja & Katamba, 2023:2; Kwoba & Ebewo,
2022:72). Several considerable studies on FBs have successfully been done in de-
veloped economies such as European countries with less focus on low develop-
ing countries or under-developed countries such as Sub-Saharan African coun-
tries (Wortman, 1995 cited by Gupta & Levenburg, 2010:155; Bruton, Ahlstrom, &
Obloj, 2008:1; Khavul, Bruton & Wood, 2009:1219). It is against this background
that research on succession planning in FBs in Africa is still needed. To plan for
succession is to ensure continuity of FB, preservation of business legacy, conti-
nuity of income flow even in retirement stage and to the closest family members,
supporting local community, and creation of employment opportunities for the
family and other community members from the founder’s lifetime to the sec-
ond generation, and probably to third and next generations (Floren, 1998; Poza,
2010).

Several studies indicate is that 67% of FBs fail to reach the second generation,
30% make it to the second generation, and 3% make it to third generation with
majority FBs collapsing within the 25 years of their existence (See Mokhber et al.,
2017; Chrisman et al., 2003, 2005; Zellweger et al., 2011). There is a general doubt
and concern about the successfulness of succession planning in FBs which part-
ly explains the less attention paid to preparing succession plans in the majority

Disiplinlerarasi Afrika Calismalari Dergisi, Cilt 2, Sayi 2, 2024, ss. 77-94

79



80

Abubakar LUJJA, Muzafalu KATAMBA

of FBs in Uganda and Africa generally. So, FBs that view succession planning as
a strategic role of founders establish family constitutions for their FBs (O'Hara,
2004). This not only helps in reducing agency problems associated with FBs but
whose top leadership is composed of competent family members or stakehold-
ers. A study by Arteaga & Menendez-Requejo (2017) found a positive relation-
ship between family constitution and FB longevity. This is partly because family
constitutions address principal-agent relationships, FB history, the vision of the
FB, rules and norms of the firm, succession planning, shares among the mem-
bers, power structure, and leadership among others.

Family Businesses in Uganda Family

There is generally no universally approved definition for the family business
(Zahra & Sharma, 2004; Chua et al., 1999; De Massis et al., 2012) with several re-
searchers defining FBs as their way (Zahra & Sharma, 2004). There is however
convergence on certain parameters that characterize FBs such as ownership,
control, decision-making, family- member involvement among others (Poza,
2010; Chua et al., 1999; O'Hara, 2004). However, Chua et al., (1999:25) defined
FB as a business governed and/or managed intending to shape and pursue the
vision of the business held by a dominant coalition controlled by members of
the same family or a small number of families in a manner that is potentially
sustainable across generations of the family or families. FB is also defined as a
business in which two or more members of a family are involved and the major-
ity of ownership and control lies within the family (Osunde, 2017:1). In addition,
Venter et al., (2005:284) defined FB as a business owned by the members of the
same family to shape and/or pursue the formal or implicit vision of the business,
and where it is the intention of the family members to hand the business over
to the next generation or where the business has already been handed over to a
family member to manage and/or control.

Although FBs in Uganda make the biggest contribution to the economy
(Lujja & Katamba, 2023), research on FBs in Uganda is still scanty (Kwoba & Ebe-
wo, 2022:72). Uganda is an East African landlocked country with a population of
45 million people (Uganda Bureau of Statistics 2022/2023 report). It is important
to note that due to differences in beliefs and cultures, some FBs in Uganda are
owned by polygamous families (whereby the father has more than one wife),
indigenous Ugandan FBs, and non-indigenous Ugandan FBs. This seemingly
simple demography plays a key role in the way FBs in Uganda manage their suc-
cession planning.

FBs in Uganda can be found in a wide range of sectors, including agriculture,
manufacturing, retail, real estate, services, and more. They are essential to the
country’s economic growth and development. Majority FBs in Uganda are SMEs,
contributing to job creation, tax revenues, and economic growth (Lujja & Katam-
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ba, 2023). These businesses often have a strong entrepreneurial spirit and local
focus. The majority however, have common challenges such as limited access to
finance, succession planning, conflicts, and regulatory constraints.

In Ugandan culture, it has been visually observed that the eldest son is gen-
erally considered to inherit the father's business, although recently, girls have
also started to be considered for inheritance, especially in families that lack boy
children and also where the girl is more competent, interested, and suited for
succession. The divergent religious beliefs in Uganda where some faiths such as
the Islamic faith teach marrying up to four wives have seen a good number of
FBs as polygamous FBs which often pose survival threats of FBs due to serious
succession conflicts. Polygamy is a common practice in many African countries
(Ezimma et al., 2019:1893), a key factor in succession decisions in polygamous
FBs, and a potential concern for delayed succession planning discussions for fear
of tension between and among children and spouses. FBs in Uganda may be
categorized in two forms that are FBs owned by indigenous Ugandans and FBs
that are owned by non-indigenous Ugandans. The former are generally small in
size or what is commonly known as Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs),
often associated with low survival rates and few are large and old-term survivors.
The latter on the other hand, are big and are likely to be long-term survivors (50
years and above).

Additionally, the majority of FBs in Uganda lack a written family constitution.
A family constitution is a living document that is used as a mechanism through
which the family regulates the influence of their interests in the business (Ward,
1991). It can be amended or updated whenever there is a need. The family con-
stitution addresses the governance, leadership, succession process, conflict
management, the mission and vision of the founder, family involvement in the
board, share, and dividends, among others (Suess (2014). Suess (2014) added
that the family constitution also helps in professionalizing FBs especially those
that are mid-size and large-size, increasing the number of employees, increasing
financial performance, and those FBs whose years of operation are more than
Syears (see Dyer, 1988).

FBs in Uganda, like elsewhere, face unique opportunities and challenges.
They are a vital component of the country’s economic landscape, contributing to
job creation, economic development, and community well-being. Their ability to
adapt to changing market conditions, address governance issues, and innovate
will be critical to their continued success and contribution to Uganda’s economy
(Kwoba & Ebewo, 2022; Lujja & Katamba, 2023). FB Succession planning is gener-
ally ill-conceived among FB owners in Uganda as many may interpret it to mean
preparing for death, others for fear of sparking succession debates and conflicts
shy away from this important aspect even if the majority acknowledges its rel-
evancy in the survival of FBs from the first to the second generation and more.
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Significance of Family Businesses

Family businesses are a major driver of the global economy (Ezimma et al.,
2019:1891) and are considered to be the world’s oldest form of business (De
Alwis, 2011) as cited by Ezimma et al., (2019:1891). They create jobs, generate
income, and contribute to economic growth and stability in many countries
(Beckhard & Dyer, 1983; Venter et al., 2005). Family businesses often have a long-
term perspective, which can lead to more sustainable and responsible business
practices. The focus on the future can benefit not only the business but also the
communities they operate in. This implies that FBs often have a rich history and
legacy, which can be a source of pride and authenticity. At the same time, they
adapt and innovate to stay competitive.

FBs are frequently deeply rooted in their local communities. They often have
strong ties and a sense of responsibility to these communities, supporting local
initiatives and charities. Family businesses also have a strong company culture
and values that are passed down through generations which creates a sense of
purpose and identity for employees and customers. Family businesses provide a
vehicle for passing on wealth, values, and a sense of purpose to future genera-
tions (Lujja & Katamba, 2023), and this can be an essential part of a family’s lega-
cy. FBs are significant employers, creating a substantial number of jobs in various
industries, which can have a positive impact on local and regional economies
(see Howorth & Ali, 2001; Lee & Tan, 2001; Floren, 1998). Some FBs, especially
larger ones, wield significant influence and are often involved in philanthropic
activities, contributing to social causes and community development.

Family Business Succession

Succession planning in FBs refers to the deliberate process that involves the
identification of high-potential family members for transfer of management, and
control from one family member to another (Sharma et al.,, 1997; Sharma et al.,
2003:1). Another study defined it as ‘a lifelong process of planning and manage-
ment that encompasses a wide range of steps aimed at ensuring the continuity
of FBs through generations. (Aronoff, McClure, & Ward, 2011:6). Rothwell (2001)
defined succession planning as a deliberate and systematic effort by an orga-
nization to ensure leadership continuity in key positions, retain and develop
intellectual and knowledge capital for the future, and encourage individual ad-
vancement. Cadieux, Lorrain, and Hugron, (2002) defined succession in FBs as a
dynamic process involving the transfer of both management and ownership of a
family firm to the next generations.

Succession planning is considered by a majority of researchers as the most
important concern for FB owners and founders, and one of the hardest tasks for
FB owners globally (Chua et al., 2003; Bjuggren & Sund, 2001; De Massis et al.,
2008) with most FBs facing challenges to transfer leadership and control to the
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next generation with minimum supervision despite its importance in FB long
term sustainability (Handler, 1994:133; Blumentritt et al., 2012:51; Gomba & Kele,
2016:9). Lujja and Katamba (2023:4) observed poor succession planning as a ma-
jor factor that contributes to failure in most FBs in Uganda regardless of their
size, which affects their continuity from one generation to another. Beckhard &
Dyer, (1983) attributed this to the many FB owners who have negative attitude
towards succession planning and FB practitioners who are hesitant to relinquish
control, thinking that determining a successor is unimportant, and they probably
think planning for succession is a painful death warrant, and a cause of division
and family conflicts among the children or potential successors

Succession gap in FBs can happen at any time depending on the given cir-
cumstances. FBs may experience forced succession especially when the founder
dies abruptly or due to serious health conditions (Handler, 2014). It may also hap-
pen as a planned strategy by the founder to the successor. FBs that go through
the succession process may see the transfer of ownership, control, management,
and or leadership from the founder (s) to the successor. Polygamous FBs in
Uganda normally experience survival threats due to unending family conflicts
and a lack of forgiveness that extends to businesses. This has seen FBs struggle
with the demise of their founders and the majority collapse before reaching the
second generations. Several studies also reveal the high rate of FBS failures as a
result of failure to manage emotional aspects of the succession process which
tears the FB apart due to persistent conflicts, indecision, and or poor decisions
(Blumentritt et al., 2012:55; Duh, Tominc & Rebernik, 2009).

Several studies on successful FBs that have lived beyond first generations
such as in Japan (Goto, 2014, 2013, 2011; O’'Hara, 2004; Yokozawa & Goto, 2004),
France (Chadeau, 1993), Italy (Corbetta, 1995), Switzerland, Germany (Kayser &
Wallau, 2002), Netherlands (Floren,1998), Australia (Owens, 1994), and Sweden,
(Hall & Nordqvist, 2008) have reveal the role of the founder in preparation, train-
ing, and smooth transfer of leadership from the founders to the younger gen-
eration as the key point in maintaining the longevity of family firms. It is hence
important to note that the biggest challenge for FBs is the failure to plan and
manage succession (Gomba & Kele, 2016:10). Several researchers have linked FB
sustainability to successful succession planning (Amolo & Migiro, 2017).

The transition of FBs from the first generation to the next generations is a
challenging task yet in most cases is one of the goals of FBs (Chua et al 2009;
Gomez-Mejia et al.,, 2007) that requires a systematic succession plan whose pro-
cess should be a gradual one, not an abrupt process that is normally character-
ized with legal handover ceremonies. Another study by the 10" Global Family
Business Survey published by PwC Family Business Survey (2021:6) showed only
30% of FBs have well-documented succession plans which partly explains why
a majority of FBs fail before reaching the next generation. FBs that have succes-
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sion plans are said to be better performers in terms of profitability, leadership
continuity, and employee retention that contribute to the survival of FBs to the
next generation (Barnett & Davis, 2008:723) and probably a preservation of the
founder’s vision and culture values to next generation.

Family meeting and conversation

Conducting regular Family meetings plays a critical role in succession plan-
ning process which guarantees successful transfer of FBs from one generation
to another, cohesion, and unity hence long-term survival of FBs. Family meet-
ings foster unity, trust, and shared purpose among members. Unity, trust, and
shared purpose form a formidable strength of FBs which helps in improving
performance. This is because human resources can work under minimum super-
vision which helps in the administrative costs of the FB. Family Members can
understand the vision and values of the founder or founding members and work
towards its attainment through these meetings. Members can resolve any mis-
understanding and reach a consensus regarding planning for the present and
future direction of the FB.

Family meetings also contribute to better succession planning by providing
the opportunity to identify and groom potential successors, training them in
relevant departments, and offering family support to family members who are
either part of the FB human resource or potential FB successors.

Family Meetings ensure smooth communication flow among members. This
is because the meetings provide a platform to air out any concerns and misun-
derstandings, resolve conflicts review and evaluate tactical, strategic and suc-
cession plans, and critical decisions are discussed at length by key FB managers
(Blumentritt, 2006:65). Blumentritt (2006:67) argued that family meetings can be
prompted, and managed effectively with the existence of FB boards. The boards
provide a significant role in ensuring continued family meetings, advisory roles
to members, management oversight, provision of business resources and sup-
port, and succession planning.

Family business Succession planning process

Sharma et al., (2001) defined the succession process as actions, events, and
developments that affect the transfer of management control from one family
member to another. For the continuity and prosperity of FBs beyond first gen-
erations there is a need for early succession planning (Ward, 1987). Unplanned
succession is generally associated with tensions, long-term conflicts, discontent,
outbreak of divisions, and subsequent collapse of the FB. Whereas the succession
planning process involves decisions of family members and outgoing founders,
several factors may influence the determination of a suitable successor. Several
researchers have suggested contributing factors to smooth succession such as
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the age of the successor (Vera & Dean, 2005), the successor’s willingness to take
over (Sharma et al.,, 2003; Venter et al., 2005; Chrisman et al., 1998; 2009), Suc-
cessor personality traits and needs (Van der Merwe, 2011), successor’s capability
in terms of competence and experience (Chrisman et al., 1998), quality of the
relationship between the successor and family members (Chrisman et al., 1998).

Deciding on who should be part of succession planning is considered the
first step in the succession planning process (Beckhard & Dyer, 1983). The FB
founder or founding members must be central in the smooth development of
the plan. The family constitution that is assumed to include the governing rules
and aspects relating to succession planning may find succession suitability roles
to be handled and determined by the qualifying and interested children. It is
also important to add that the time frame for the succession plan needs to be
determined by FB owners and the relevant positions that would be replaced at
the end of that time frame (Beckhard & Dyer, 1983). For successful succession
process, Coffman, (2014) said that the succession planning process should con-
sist of three major elements which include identification of potential successors,
building commitment, and communication to the successor.

Contingency Model of Family Business Succession

In most FBs, successor choice preference is normally given to an inside fam-
ily member as a successor, but in case of the failure due to factors such as the
unwillingness of the family member to take over, lack of capabilities, and com-
petencies to manage FB, (De Massis et al., 2008) poses that there can be a great
threat to the survival of the FB especially should an internal member be forced
on the FB as a successor. According to Royer et al., 2008, a given FB may weigh on
whether or not to choose an internal family member or external family member
as a possible successor depending on the situation and qualities of the available
candidates. Royer et al., (2008) came up with the ‘contingency model of FB suc-
cession’ to ease the process of identifying and choosing a potential FB successor
as a way of solving the succession problem which hinders most FBs from reach-
ing next generations.

The contingency model of FB succession gives specialized and calculated
guidance on the suitability of either an insider family member or an outsider
non-family member as a preferred successor in a given FB transition based on
certain competence parameters. According to the contingency model of FBS by
Royer et al., (2008), FBs can choose based on suitability factors, between a fam-
ily and non-family member as successor. FBs assess the current situation of the
FB concerning the general knowledge, technical, industrial knowledge, experi-
ential knowledge, and interpersonal relationships of the candidates of choice.
Katamba, (2018) referred to interpersonal relationship as a relationship of social
vacuum or social networks that exists with the support of social connections.
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This means interpersonal relationship can be built on factors like self-discloser,
communication, and emotional support among others. Therefore, an advantage
goes to a family member as a successor if that person demonstrates high inter-
personal relationship, general knowledge, technical, industrial knowledge, and
experiential knowledge. Possession of such capabilities, skills, and competen-
cies by an internal family member as a successor helps in knowledge transfer
and ensures consolidated advantage to the FB. On the other hand, limitedness
in technical, industrial, and experiential knowledge coupled with poor interper-
sonal relationships puts an internal family member as unfit and unfavorable for a

successor choice if the family business is to live longer.

Relevance of experiential family business -specific knowledge

LOW

HIGH

Relevance of general and technical industry-specific knowledge

LOW

HIGH

Inside and outside option
have same probability to
be success promising

Outside option has higher
probability of being success
promising because of the
greater range of talents with

1=0) general/technical knowledge
available on the market
Inside option has higher pro- . .
bability of being success pro- Inside option gfpreferable

mising because of access to
experiential knowledge

(1= 0)

111

(1> 0), if:

ISGK, + ISTK, + FSEK, >
ISGK,, + ISTK,,

v

Figure 1: Shows the contingency model of FBS developed
(Source: Royer et al., 2008:19)

The contingency FBS model positions successor choices based on the knowl-
edge where ISGK (i), ISTK (i), FSEK (i), ISGK (0), and ISTK (o) are reflected to deter-

mine successor choice:
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Table 1: Knowledge and Technical Skills Combinations.

ISGK(i): Industry - Specific General Knowledge of the (i) inside -family
successor

ISTK(i): Industry - Specific Technical Knowledge of the (i) inside —family
successor

FSEK(i): Family Business- Specific Experiential Knowledge of the (i) inside -
family successor

ISGK(0): Industry - Specific General Knowledge of the (o) outside —family
successor

ISTK(0): Industry - Specific Technical Knowledge of the (o) outside —family
successor

I (i): inside family member as successor

O (0): outside family member as successor

Source: Royer et al., (2008:19)

According to the contingency model, the first square (1) shows situations
where industry, specific, general, technical, and experiential knowledge is low
implying that there is low relevance of such knowledge in ensuring competitive
advantage to the FB. This scenario renders both an outsider and an insider as
suitable candidates. On the other hand, square two (ll) shows high relevancy of
industry, specific, general, and technical knowledge but low relevance of family
business specific-experiential knowledge. This situation favors an outside mem-
ber as a greater choice over an inside family member. Square three (lll) concerns
a situation where a high relevance of family-business specific experiential knowl-
edge is combined with low relevance of industry-specific general and technical
knowledge. This situation favors an internal family successor. Royal et al., (2008)
argued that small and medium-sized enterprises suit this category as a possible
successor choice.

On the other hand, if the relevancy of family business-specific experien-
tial knowledge is low and the relevance of industry-specific general/ technical
knowledge is low, an outsider non-family member is preferred. Square four (IV),
represents a combination of the high relevance of industry-specific general and
technical knowledge as well as a family business-specific experiential knowl-
edge. Where the family member demonstrates more knowledge than the out-
sider, then the internal family member is preferred. According to Royer et al.,
(2008), this contingency model of FBS can be understood in a way that squares
IIland IV are more likely to prefer an internal family member as a successor while
squares | and Il are more likely to prefer an external non-family member as suc-
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cessors. Furthermore, a non-family member choice would be favorable in situ-
ations where educational skills, work experience, and success record in other
previous firms of the same industry are demanded. An internal family member
would be preferred in situations where the need to understand and continue
the relationships among employees and internal firm knowledge acquired in a
learn-by-doing process.

Family Business Constitution

Although there is no systematic advice on how to apply family constitution in
ensuring internal harmony, succession, and management of FB strategic choices,
Prigge and Mengers, (2023) observed the vital challenge facing FBs in ensuring
family constitution is adopted. A written family constitution is considered to be
one of the principal instruments in managing FBs. According to Fleischer (2023)
and Matias & Franco (2020), a family constitution is also referred to as family pro-
tocol, family Charta, FB governance constitution, family codex, or family agree-
ment. Fleischer (2023) well-defined the family constitution as a written document
in which the owner family articulates their shared set of goals and values for the
company or business, taking into account potential conflicts between family,
company, and ownership. A family constitution typically comprises of segments
such as mission, goals, values, roles, family succession, governance, conflict reso-
lution, recruitment, family council, other instruments, boards, philanthropy, stra-
tegic plans, appendix, and final remarks (Arteaga & Menéndez-Requejo, 2017).

Therefore, a family constitution is a mutual agreement among family mem-
bers, written, signed and approved by all family members on agreed-upon is-
sues, targets, and goals for governing FB. As it involves mutual consent of fam-
ily members, it indicates that a family constitution is a result of a communica-
tion process among owner families, and an effective communication. Katamba
(2018) demonstrated that effective communication consist of daily interactions
of verbal and non-verbal communication among those who are involved, which
facilitates all good relationships, as poor communication (skills) can negatively
impact relationships among the FB members. This implies that effective com-
munication enhanced through regular family meetings can lead to an effective
family constitution, and vice-versa.

According to Fleischer (2023), family constitutions are morally binding, not
legally binding, hence FBs can extend the goal, vision, and culture of the founder
and the business by enforcing, seeking guidance, solving FB succession and re-
cruitment challenges, and managing the FB using the adopted FB constitution.
Grounded on research conducted by Ulrich and Speidel (2023), “the existence
of a family constitution neither correlates with size or age of the company nor
with the number of generations. 97% of the FBs with family constitution named
as their main goal connected to the family constitution an emotional additional
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value, only 3% anticipated for an effect on the company’s success as their most
important goal. According to Franco and Matias (2020), family constitution is one
of the principal issues that contribute to the survival, continuity, and longevity of
FBs. Franco and Matias (2020) emphasized that successful FBs survived for more
than one generation.

Conclusion

Although succession planning in FBs has to solve both the management and
ownership questions of the firm, it is recommended that both succession in man-
agement and ownership should go hand in hand with the transition leadership
such that the next generation or successors do not encounter more problems and
conflicts to solve that may result in handing over management and ownership to
different successors. Secondly, ensuring timely succession planning is normally
met by a series of hurdles and obstacles brought about by the founder(s)/own-
er(s) or the other family members. These may be psychological and emotional
factors such as fears of losing power, fear of retirement and poverty, and jealousy
towards potential successors. In addition, complexity of the succession process
is where the founder/owner may not have adequate knowledge and experience
in handling the situation. Further, national legislation bodies may also cause le-
gal problems and complicate the succession process such as high taxation and
administrative formalities within the company law of the country. Also, lack of
tacit knowledge can hinder the transferred FB from one generation to another.

Therefore, this research suggests a regulatory body specifically to address
and offer guidance to FB owners and managers be put in place to help in offer-
ing appropriate technical support. FB founders/owners need to get oriented and
sensitized on the need to prepare for timely transfer and succession planning for
their FBs because the success of the succession planning process can be seen
by the satisfaction of the FB leadership, less or no aftermath conflicts, continued
positive performance of the FB, and continuance of the FB into the next genera-
tion. However, searching, preparing, and grooming potential successors need to
start early enough for better results. FBs need to make calculated and informed
decisions on determining a successor not through the emotional or nepotistic
way but by considering competence and skills of the successor regardless of be-
ing a direct family member or non-family member.

The contingency model of FBS is also recommended to ensure the continu-
ity of the FB rather than making emotional decisions based on nepotism, male
gender favoritism, and non-scientific methods. Also, having a written succession
plan should be a concern for FBs to ensure harmony for the future of the next
generation in as far as leadership, governance, management and control, own-
ership, and shareholding is concerned. This study recommends succession plans
as a way of helping FBs in fixing emergencies such as when the founder is inca-
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pacitated, retired, or dead, and this plan can be well articulated in the family con-
stitution since written family constitutions are adopted to cater for the overall
symptoms that may affect the well-being of the FB, provision of original founder
solutions and opinions as regards to strategic direction of the business.
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Abstract: This study explores “Afrojujuism,” a concept that merges traditional African
spirituality with the mysticism of “juju,” blending the supernatural with the natural
in African literature and culture. In his seminal work, My Life in the Bush of Ghosts
(1954), Amos Tutuola introduces Afrojujuism as a narrative framework that blends
Yoruba cosmology with Western literary traditions, creating a distinct genre of African
speculative fiction. The novel centers on a young man'’s journey through a mysterious
bush, where he encounters missing persons, ghosts, and other supernatural beings.
By examining key passages, this article highlights how Afrojujuistic themes are inter-
woven throughout Tutuola’s narrative, offering a unique exploration of the intersec-
tions between African magical beliefs and reality. The findings of this study reveal
how Tutuola’s work not only reflects African cultural and spiritual practices but also
contributes to the development of African science fiction and fantasy, establishing

Afrojujuism as an important concept in contemporary African literary studies.
Keywords: Philology, Western literature, English literature, Afrojujuism, spirituality
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Oz: Bu calisma, geleneksel Afrika maneviyatini “juju” mistisizmiyle birlestiren,
Afrika edebiyati ve kiltiiriinde dogaistl ile dogali harmanlayan bir kavram olan
“Afrojujuizm”i arastirmaktadir. Amos Tutuola, 6ncli eseri My Life in the Bush of
Ghosts'ta (1954), Afrojujuizm’i Yoruba kozmolojisini Bati edebiyat gelenekleriyle
harmanlayan ve belirgin bir Afrika spekilatif kurgu tlirl yaratan bir anlati cercevesi
olarak tanitmaktadir. Roman, gen¢ bir adamin gizemli bir calilikta kayip kisilerle,
hayaletlerle ve diger dogausti varliklarla karsilastigi yolculuguna odaklanir. Mevcut
calisma, 6nemli alintilart inceleyerek Afrojujuistik temalarin Tutuola’nin anlatisinda
nasil i ice gectigini vurgulayarak, Afrika blydll inanclari ile gerceklik arasindaki kesi-
simlerin benzersiz bir kesfini sunmaktadir. Elde edilen sonuclara gore, Tutuola’nin
cahsmalarinin yalnizca Afrika kiiltirel ve manevi uygulamalarini yansitmakla kalma-
yip ayni zamanda Afrika bilimkurgu ve fantezisinin gelisimine de katkida bulundu-
gunu ortaya koyarak, Afrojujuizm’in cagdas Afrika edebiyat calismalarinda dnemli bir
kavram olarak ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Filoloji, Bati edebiyati, ingiliz edebiyati, Afrojujuizm, maneviyat

Introduction

Afrofuturism is a cultural movement that explores the intersection of race,
identity, technology, and speculative futures, with a particular focus on reimag-
ining the African diaspora through new lenses. One critical component of this
movement is Afrojujuism, a blend of traditional African spiritual practices and
modern technological imaginings, which serves as a unique framework for
re-envisioning African futures. The works of scholars across various disciplines
have highlighted the dynamic roles that both Afrofuturism and Afrojujuism play
in redefining African and African diasporic identities in speculative and artistic
contexts.

Afrofuturism has often been a vehicle for cultural resistance, offering a plat-
form to challenge historical stereotypes and reimagine futures that transcend
colonial and racial oppression (Smith, 2020). According to West (2020), Afrofu-
turism provides a cultural foundation for Black identity that is not confined to
historical victimization but looks toward cosmic, utopian futures. In this context,
Afrofuturism challenges the historical narratives imposed on the African dias-
pora, envisioning new spaces where African culture and technology can coexist
harmoniously.

One of the significant contributions of Afrojujuism, as discussed by Olamide
(2021) and Ajayi (2022), is its ability to merge African mysticism and technolog-
ical advancements, creating a new genre in contemporary African cinema and
art. Afrojujuism uses elements of African traditional religions and mystical prac-
tices to explore futuristic themes, blending ancestral spirituality with speculative
narratives that offer alternative visions of Africa. Olamide (2021) explores how
Afrojujuism is depicted in African cinema, noting that films often use magical
realism to depict African spirituality in a futuristic light, providing a contrast to
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the typical portrayals of Africa in Western media. Similarly, Ajayi (2022) highlights
how contemporary African artists use Afrojujuism to construct new cosmologies
that challenge colonialist depictions of African religion and culture.

Afrofuturism’s engagement with African spiritual traditions is not just aes-
thetic but deeply political. Mbabazi (2021) argues that the fusion of Afrofuturism
with African religious practices creates a powerful political tool for the African
diaspora. This approach critiques colonial histories and the erasure of African
belief systems, offering instead a vision of Africa that is cosmically connected to
its ancestors and traditions. Nduka (2022) similarly examines the technological
dimension of Afrojujuism, demonstrating how digital media and technological
advances allow Afrojujuism to evolve into a contemporary form of storytelling
that bridges the gap between traditional African spiritualities and future techno-
logical innovations.

A significant area of research in Afrojujuism involves the role of women,
particularly within the framework of Black feminist Afrofuturism. Ngugi (2021)
discusses how Afrojujuism empowers Black women by intertwining ances-
tral knowledge with speculative futures. This approach challenges patriarchal
structures and offers new possibilities for the representation of Black women in
speculative fiction. Afrojujuism in this context is not only a form of cultural re-
imagination but also a mode of feminist resistance that reclaims African heritage
while envisioning a future of liberation and empowerment.

The intersection of Afrojujuism with digital storytelling further expands its
reach and relevance. Tambo (2020) examines how the advent of digital plat-
forms, such as online literature and digital comics, has enabled Afrojujuism to
become a global phenomenon. The ability to tell stories that blend African tra-
ditions with futuristic elements in accessible digital formats has allowed Afroju-
juism to reach wider audiences, creating a new paradigm for African futures that
is both rooted in the past and directed toward the future.

Zulu (2023) emphasizes the cosmic politics embedded within both Afrofu-
turism and Afrojujuism. The notion of “cosmic politics” links African spirituality
to the idea of universal interconnectedness, where the African future is shaped
not only by earthly struggles but also by cosmic, metaphysical forces. This cos-
mic view challenges Western-centric worldviews and repositions Africa at the
center of a global, spiritual, and technological renaissance. Afrofuturism and
Afrojujuism represent a dynamic fusion of cultural, spiritual, and technological
reimaginings of Africa’s past, present, and future. These movements offer pow-
erful critiques of colonial legacies while re-envisioning African futures through
the lens of African spirituality, mysticism, and modern technology. From digital
storytelling to Black feminist re-imaginations, Afrofuturism and Afrojujuism offer
critical insights into how speculative futures can reshape cultural and political
realities for the African diaspora.
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Afrojujuism is a relatively recent conceptual framework used to explore the
intricate relationship between the magical and supernatural elements found in
West African fantasy fiction. It draws upon traditional African spiritual beliefs and
cosmologies, particularly those rooted in Yoruba thought, to understand how
the natural and supernatural worlds coexist in African literature. Afrojujuism
functions as an important tool for examining how African authors blend myth,
faith, and magic in a literary tradition that stands in stark contrast to Western lit-
erary norms. Where Western literature often treats the supernatural as separate
from the real world, Afrojujuism envisions a world where these two realms are
intertwined, shaping the worldview of the characters and the narrative itself.

One of the earliest and most notable expressions of Afrojujuism is found in
Amos Tutuola’s groundbreaking 1954 novel My Life in the Bush of Ghosts. This
work, often cited as one of the first in African speculative fiction, introduced
readers to a fantastical world where the boundaries between life, death, and
the supernatural are blurred. Through the protagonist’s journey in a mysterious
bush filled with ghosts, spirits, and mythical creatures, Tutuola brings to life the
Yoruba cosmological understanding of the world—where the spirit realm is not
merely a mystical dimension but a vital part of everyday existence. The novel's
fusion of Yoruba mythology with Western narrative styles created a unique liter-
ary space that transcends both African folklore and Western fiction.

Tutuola’s work emerged at a time when African societies were experienc-
ing profound cultural shifts, as the continent was undergoing the processes of
modernization and decolonization. His stories, deeply embedded in African oral
traditions, mythology, and folklore, are emblematic of the Afrojujuistic world-
view, which resists the colonial-era literary frameworks that often marginalized
or misrepresented African spiritual practices. The protagonists in Tutuola’s nar-
ratives typically find themselves navigating a world where the spiritual and phys-
ical realms are seamlessly interwoven, reflecting the Yoruba belief that spirits,
ancestors, and otherworldly beings are integral to the lived experience of the
people. Through the protagonist’s journey in My Life in the Bush of Ghosts, Tutuo-
la portrays the complexity of African spirituality, challenging Western depictions
of Africa as a place of superstition and darkness.

The novel’s exploration of Afrojujuism offers a profound commentary on the
tension between traditional African spirituality and the encroachment of mo-
dernity. Tutuola’s portrayal of a young man journeying through a supernatural
landscape serves as an allegory for the struggles faced by African societies in rec-
onciling their spiritual heritage with the forces of colonialism and modernization.
In the Yoruba tradition, spirits are not mere specters but active participants in the
world, influencing everything from individual actions to the collective identity of
the community. This worldview challenges Western notions of the supernatural
as something external or irrelevant to daily life, presenting a more integrated
view of existence.
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Moreover, Tutuola’s work can be seen as a pioneering effort in the develop-
ment of African speculative fiction. By placing African mythologies at the center
of the narrative, he not only revitalizes traditional spiritual beliefs but also lays
the groundwork for the flourishing of African science fiction and fantasy. In this
way, My Life in the Bush of Ghosts stands as a foundational text that has influenced
generations of African writers, encouraging them to explore themes of identity,
existence, and the supernatural from an Afrocentric perspective.

This article aims to contribute to the growing body of research on Afrojujuism
and African speculative fiction by analyzing how the novel illustrates Afrojujuis-
tic themes through its portrayal of the supernatural. It will demonstrate how
Tutuola’s innovative blend of Yoruba cosmology and Western literary traditions
offers a unique lens through which to view African spirituality, identity, and the
metaphysical. Additionally, this study will explore how Afrojujuism challenges
both colonial and post-colonial depictions of African societies, positioning Af-
rocentric narratives as central to the ongoing dialogue on African literary and
cultural studies.

The Plot Summary of the Novel

Amos Tutuola’s 1954 book My Life in the Bush of Ghosts is a unique work that
combines traditional Yoruba folklore, myths, and oral stories with a strange and
supernatural story. The book is about a young boy’s trip after he accidentally
enters the fantastical “Bush of Ghosts,” a parallel world where ghosts and other
supernatural beings live. The book is about Tutuola’s study of life, death, and the
African cosmological worldview, especially that of the Yoruba people. It is struc-
tured in scenes and dreams.

At the start of the book, a seven-year-old boy is living with his family in peace
in a Yoruba town. He lives a pretty good life because his father is rich and has
two sons. The boy’s peaceful life is shattered when war breaks out in his town
and many people have to leave, including the boy and his older brother. As cha-
os breaks out, the boy’s family is split up. The bigger brother runs away in one
direction, but the scared boy runs deeper into the woods. He stumbles into the
mysterious and dangerous Bush of Ghosts by accident. This is where the story
takes place for the rest of it.

As a parallel to the human world, the “Bush of Ghosts” is a realm of the super-
natural where ghosts, spirits, and other strange animals live. For the boy, enter-
ing this scary world is like crossing over into a place where normal rules about life
and death don’t apply. He meets a lot of strange and scary creatures that often
represent different parts of Yoruba mythology. He meets a lot of ghosts and spir-
its, and each one is a symbol of something. These forces often teach him lessons
about life, religion, or society.
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The main character’s first important meeting is with a group of ghosts, who
capture him. People have said that these beings are grotesque and horrifying
and that their looks go against reasoning and nature. The ghosts have locked the
boy up and use him as a sort of helper or toy. They bury him alive and wrap him
in spider webs to show how much power they have over people. But he can get
out of this mess in the end thanks to his smarts and the help of other spirits. He
will spend almost 24 years of his life in the Bush of Ghosts, where this is the start
of his long and hard journey.

The main character of the book has to deal with a lot of strange problems.
Each meeting shows how dangerous and unpredictable the spirit world is. In
Yoruba culture, life and death are seen as having two sides: good and evil. Tu-
tuola talks about spirits and ghosts that are both good and bad. The main char-
acter’s relationships with these ghosts are strange, but they also have deeper
philosophical and moral meanings.

The boy meets a lot of ghosts, but the “television-handed ghostess,” a wom-
an ghost with a TV in her hand, is one of the most memorable. This strange figure
represents how old and new, traditional and modern, are mixing in postwar Afri-
ca. Her partin the boy's journey shows how his understanding of the spirit world
changes as he learns how to get around in it better. The television-holding ghost
also brings up the idea of escaping reality because her look suggests a way to
get back to the real world. But the boy still has a long way to go before he can be
free. The boy finally marries a female ghost as he gets used to living in the Bush of
Ghosts. This union is a sign of how he is becoming more like the spirit world, blur-
ring the lines between the real world and the magical world. His ghost-wife helps
him stay alive and find his way through the dangerous bush, and for a while, he
seems to accept that he will always live in the spirit world. Tutuola’s marriage
is another example of how he explores relationships and how to stay alive in
harsh conditions. The boy’s trip isn’t just about staying alive; it's also about get-
ting used to a place where normal rules of life don’t apply. The main character
still misses his home and the world of the living, even though he is temporarily
blending in. He is constantly reminded of how far away from his human roots
he is by his marriage to a ghost, and he is still eager to find a way to return to
his family and village. As he keeps looking for a way out of the Bush of Ghosts,
his desire to go home drives him. The meaning of life, death, and existence is a
major theme that runs through the whole book. In The Bush of Ghosts, ghosts
and spirits have their own rules, which are often based on greater philosophical
questions. The main character’s trip is a metaphor for how people experience life
and death, and it also explores the idea of life after death. Tutuola’s depictions
of the spirit world go against the way Westerners think about life and death.
Instead, they show a cycle in which the lines between this world and the next
are not so clear. In The Bush of Ghosts, the main character learns that ghosts can
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live for hundreds of years before they have to reincarnate, and that time moves
differently there than it does in the real world. In this way, the Bush of Ghosts is
a place where spirits can still live and connect between the real world and the
afterlife. In this setting, Tutuola can look into African ideas about death, religion,
and right and wrong. The boy wants to get out of the Bush of Ghosts more and
more as he gets older. He is always trying to find ways to get back into the world
of people. But the ghosts often get in his way, and the mysterious forces at work
work together to keep him in their realm. He eventually gets away, but it's not an
easy trip. There are setbacks and mysterious problems along the way. Near the
end of the book, the boy’s hard work and determination pay off. He finally gets
out of the Bush of Ghosts and back to the real world after many trials. After 24
years in the spirit world, he comes back as a different person. His life events have
changed how he thinks about death, life, and the meaning of life. When he gets
back to his village, everything has changed. He now has to figure out how to fit
his new personality into the world that he used to know previously.

The fantastical setting of the Bush of Ghosts is used by the allegorical story
to explore deep themes of identity, faith, and survival. In Tutuola, the main char-
acter’s trip shows how the Yoruba think about life and death, where the spiritual
world is just as real and important as the physical world. The novel’s episodic
format, full of strange events and moral lessons, is similar to the way stories are
told orally in African cultures. The way Tutuola mixed folklore, myth, and surreal-
ism in the book not only made it an important addition to African literature but
also gave readers a new way to think about the human condition, especially in
postcolonial Africa.

The Concept of Afrojujuism in Literature

Afrojujuism, coined by American-Nigerian author Nnedi Okorafor, represents
a dynamic form of speculative fiction that blends elements of magical realism,
surrealism, and fantasy with the deeply rooted spiritual beliefs of African cul-
tures. The term itself is derived from “juju,” an African spiritual practice tied to
both magic and religion and represents a literary framework where the magical
and the real coexist in a way that respects and reflects African cosmologies. By
placing African spirituality at the heart of its narratives, Afrojujuism challenges
the traditional Western literary norms that often marginalize or misunderstand
these systems of belief.

Afrojujuism is not simply a response to the Western literary categories of
magical realism or fantasy; it offers a critique of how African spirituality is often
either ignored or reduced to exoticism in the global literary canon. In contrast to
Western traditions where the supernatural is typically externalized and relegated
to fantasy or myth, Afrojujuism locates juju as an inherent part of the African re-
ality, seamlessly blending the every day with the magical. The genre is rooted in
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various African mythologies, especially Yoruba cosmology, and draws upon the
unique ways in which African cultures view the intersection of the physical and
spiritual realms.

A key feature of Afrojujuism is its emphasis on the profound role of spiritual
beings, ancestral spirits, and mythical creatures within African societies. For ex-
ample, in Amos Tutuola’s My Life in the Bush of Ghosts, the protagonist’s journey
through the titular bush is not a departure from reality but a journey deeper into
a parallel world that is intricately connected to the tangible world. This blending
of the spiritual and the physical, as Tutuola demonstrates, reflects the Yoruba
belief in the pervasiveness of spirits, which are not only involved in rituals but
actively participate in everyday life, influencing decisions, relationships, and so-
cietal structures (Krampah, 2022).

Afrojujuism has, over time, grown into a prominent literary movement that
not only embraces African spiritual beliefs but also critiques how colonial and
post-colonial forces have shaped African narratives. By foregrounding African
cosmological systems, Afrojujuism allows African writers to reclaim and reimag-
ine their cultural and spiritual heritage, providing a counter-narrative to the
dominance of Western ideologies in global literary discourses. Writers such as
Nnedi Okorafor and Tomi Adeyemi have incorporated Afrojujuistic elements into
their works, using these themes to explore identity, belonging, and the dynamics
of power in a world that often marginalizes African perspectives. In Okorafor’s
Akata Witch and Adeyemi’s Children of Blood and Bone, characters engage with
magical systems rooted in African traditions, asserting control over their stories
and identities through their spiritual connections.

This literary trend is particularly important in its challenge to Western literary
structures. Afrojujuism, alongside movements such as Afrofuturism, subverts the
typical narratives of African history and culture, offering an alternative episte-
mology that emphasizes African ways of knowing and understanding the world.
In Afrojujuist stories, time is often fluid, reflecting African cosmologies where
past, present, and future coexist, in stark contrast to the linear time structures
typically employed in Western narratives. The protagonist’s experience in the
novel, the bushes where they spend 24 years in the bush but return to a world
that has aged much more slowly, illustrates this non-linear approach to time
(Burger, 2023).

Regional Perspectives on Afrojujuism: Afrojujuism, while deeply rooted in
Yoruba traditions, has taken on regional variations across Africa. Writers from dif-
ferent African countries have adapted Afrojujuist elements to reflect their unique
spiritual and cultural contexts. For example, in South Africa, authors like Zakes
Mda use Afrojujuism to critique the apartheid legacy and integrate ancestral be-
liefs into their narratives of reconciliation and healing. Meanwhile, in East Afri-
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ca, writers such as Binyavanga Wainaina incorporate Afrojujuist themes in their
explorations of post-colonial identity and spiritual dislocation. These diverse re-
gional interpretations highlight the flexibility of Afrojujuism in addressing local
concerns while remaining grounded in shared African cosmologies.

In West Africa, Afrojujuism continues to draw directly from Yoruba traditions,
but it is also influenced by the diverse cultural landscapes of countries like Gha-
na, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. Authors from these regions often incorporate in-
digenous mythologies alongside more localized spiritual practices, further en-
riching the Afrojujuist literary landscape.

Opposing Views in the Findings Section: While Afrojujuism has garnered
widespread support for its capacity to amplify African voices and spirituality in
literature, some scholars, such as Dyer (2023), caution against the over-roman-
ticization of African spiritual beliefs. They argue that elevating juju to a central
narrative element can risk simplifying or idealizing African spirituality, poten-
tially reducing complex traditions to literary tropes that cater to global market
trends. Dyer suggests that such portrayals can obscure the diversity and depth of
African spiritual systems, potentially reinforcing the very stereotypes Afrojujuism
seeks to challenge.

Furthermore, critics of Afrojujuism have raised concerns about its potential
to be co-opted by Western publishers and audiences. These critics argue that by
adhering too closely to the genre conventions of magical realism and fantasy,
Afrojujuism could be subsumed into a global literary market that does not fully
engage with the political and cultural implications of African spirituality. In this
view, Afrojujuism’s incorporation into a broader global literary trend might dilute
its original purpose as a vehicle for African resistance to colonial and post-colo-
nial narratives (Okungbowa, 2024).

Analyzing the Novel Through Afrojujuistic Elements

Afrojujuism is exemplified by Amos Tutuola’s work, which immerses the
reader in a magical universe where juju (magic) and spiritual powers are not dis-
tant but integral to everyday life. The protagonist’s voyage through the “Bush
of Ghosts” represents a passage into a metaphysical realm governed by African
cosmology beliefs, where spirits, gods, and magical entities interact with human
life. One of the most fundamental features of Afrojujuism is the depiction of the
supernatural as an essential part of existence. Tutuola illustrates this in the novel
by having the protagonist enter the ghostly realm.

“But immediately | entered the bush, | was already among the ghosts” (Tutu-
ola, 1954: 7).

This phrase stresses the immediate passage from the physical to the spiritu-
al sphere, demonstrating how inextricably linked these two worlds are in Afri-
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can cosmology. In Afrojujuism, the supernatural is not something that must be
sought; it is everywhere, and humans can come upon it at any time. This is con-
sistent with Yoruba beliefs, which hold that the spirit realm lives in parallel with
the mortal world. The phrase “among the ghosts” implies a strong connection
to the spiritual realm, which is a key component of Afrojujuism. In many African
traditions, the bush (or wilderness) is more than just a physical location; it is a
transitional zone where the material and spiritual worlds meet. This relationship
means that nature is populated by ghosts, ancestors, and other ethereal beings,
mirroring the Afrojujuist belief that spirituality is inextricably linked to the physi-
cal environment. The bush can also be interpreted as a metaphor for the African
cultural environment, which is rich in traditions, beliefs, and stories. Entering the
bush represents a journey into one’s heritage and acceptance of traditional wis-
dom. This is consistent with Afrojujuism’s emphasis on recovering and honoring
African identity through a synthesis of the past and present, as well as the recog-
nition of spiritual ancestors.

The quotation symbolizes the interdependence of the living and the dead,
which is a common motif in many African spiritual rituals. The ghosts represent
a people’s forefathers and collective memory, implying that it is impossible to
escape or ignore this history. In Afrojujuism, this interconnectivity is critical for
understanding one’s role in the world and the impact of ancestors on modern
life. Tutuola’s tale frequently blurs the border between reality and the bizarre,
which is typical of Afrojujuist literature. The concept of being “among the ghosts”
evokes surrealism, since the protagonist’s experiences transcend conventional
life. This mingling of the real and supernatural is consistent with Afrojujuism’s ex-
amination of the complexity of reality, in which the fanciful is just as genuine as
the tangible. The act of entering the bush represents a journey, both into nature
and within oneself. It represents the discovery of one’s identity, spirituality, and
the search for understanding in a world full of both visible and invisible influenc-
es. In Afrojujuism, such voyages are crucial for personal and communal progress,
highlighting the necessity of traversing one’s cultural and spiritual roots.

Throughout the novel, the protagonist encounters a variety of supernatural
beings, each representing different aspects of Yoruba cosmology. These spirits
are often grotesque, emphasizing the surreal and unpredictable nature of the
spiritual world:

“One of the ghosts was very tall with a head that was like a basket. It did not
have hands but only legs and a head” (Tutuola, 1954: 12).

This ghost’s form defies the natural anatomy of a human, indicating its alien
origin. Spirits and deities frequently manifest in unfamiliar or distorted shapes in
Yoruba cosmology, as well as in many African cultures. These unearthly bodies
serve to separate them from the human world while reinforcing their spiritual
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and mystical essence. The basket-like head without hands symbolizes that it is
free of traditional human desires like touch and manual work, which are connect-
ed with hands, but able to move, watch, and interact with the living. The repre-
sentation of supernatural entities with hybrid or non-human qualities in Afroju-
juistic philosophy emphasizes their position as intermediaries between distinct
planes of existence—humans and spirits. These beings have overcome the re-
strictions of human form, demonstrating the fluidity that exists between the cor-
poreal and spiritual worlds. The ghost’s odd morphology in this scene is deeply
meaningful in the Afrojujuistic tradition. The basket-like head conjures feelings
of emptiness and containment. A basket, as a physical object, holds items but is
otherwise empty. This concept of containment could represent the ghost’s hol-
low existence, as it lives in a transitional space where the lines between life and
death are blurred. It portrays a universe in which standard physical laws do not
apply, and existence is more flexible. Furthermore, baskets are frequently associ-
ated with ritualistic or spiritual rituals in African civilizations. They can transport
sacred artifacts or offerings, acting as conduits for communication with the di-
vine. Thus, the ghost’s head, which resembles a basket, may signify that it serves
as a vessel for spiritual force or wisdom. The lack of hands strengthens the sense
that this person lives in a distinct form of existence, one that is beyond our phys-
ical capacities. Afrojujuism frequently investigates the concept of duality—the
relationship between the physical and spiritual, the human and the non-human,
life and death. In Tutuola’s work, the Bush of Ghosts is a realm where such di-
chotomies perpetually collide. The morphology of the ghost in this text, a person
with both familiar (human-like legs) and alien features (a basket-like head with
no hands), reflects the fluid nature of identification in this ghostly realm. The
ghost represents both the human (by its legs) and the spirit world (via its unusual
features), underlining the connectivity of these two realms.

This fluidity represents an Afrojujuistic idea found in many African cosmol-
ogies, which holds that the distinction between the living and the dead is not
absolute. Spirits frequently enter the human realm, allowing humans to have
spiritual experiences. The ghost’s strange shape implies that identity in this area
is fluid, moving in response to spiritual energies and relationships.

Traditional Yoruba belief holds that the spirit realm is inhabited by Orika
(deities), ancestors, and other spirits who influence the lives of the living. These
spirits frequently take on unusual forms, reflecting their role in maintaining har-
mony between the earthly and spiritual realms. Tutuola relies on this cosmology
by illustrating a ghost realm in which such beings reside, with their forms rep-
resenting the mystery and power they possess. The representation of a ghost
with a basket-like head may also be inspired by Yoruba masquerade customs,
in which masked people symbolize spirits or ancestors at religious and cultur-
al celebrations. These masks are frequently designed to simultaneously conceal
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and show, symbolizing the spirits’ latent strength. In this context, the ghost’s
head, which resembles a basket, could be seen as a mask that covers its true
shape while indicating spiritual authority. The ghost’s shape defies conventional
notions of existence by combining human and non-human traits, implying that
the norms of the physical world do not apply in the Bush of Ghosts. The topic of
mixing is fundamental to Afrojujuism because it challenges and destabilizes the
clear divisions between life and death, humans and spirits, and material and im-
material realms. Tutuola employs the odd forms of the spirits to investigate what
it means to be alive or dwell in a spiritual dimension. The unusual morphology is
a metaphor for the complexities and ambiguities of life in a postcolonial African
context, where traditional beliefs and modern realities frequently coexist in a flu-
id, dynamic interplay.

“All these ghosts had different characters, and each of them had their duties
and works. Some were market traders, some were farmers, and some were war-
riors” (Tutuola, 1954: 45).

This quote emphasizes the mirror link between the human and spirit worlds.
The ghosts are represented as continuing in roles familiar to the living, like trad-
ing and farming. This symbolizes the concept that life and existence continue
beyond death. According to the Yoruba worldview, the dead do not cease to ex-
ist or live differently; they are just in another dimension, where they retain their
identities and duties from life. The continuing of such occupations in the afterlife
reflects a larger Afrojujuistic belief in spiritual continuity, which views death as
a transition rather than an end. Ghosts who lead comparable lives to humans
highlight the cyclical nature of existence and propose that the afterlife is an ex-
tension of the physical world. In Yoruba belief systems, the deceased does not
cut ties with the living. Instead, they become ancestors who continue to shape
and interact with the human world. Ancestral spirits are revered and sought out
for advice, protection, and blessings, and they are said to engage in activities
comparable to those of the living. Tutuola’s portrayal of ghosts as market sellers
and farmers follows Yoruba's beliefs that the spirit world reflects human civiliza-
tion. The concept of ancestral continuity is essential in Afrojujuism.

It emphasizes the idea that there is no clear distinction between the living
and the dead. The deceased are not forgotten; they exist on a different level of
life and continue to play important parts in their descendants’ lives. The ghosts
in Tutuola’s tale represent the ancestors’ ongoing presence in African civiliza-
tion. Their participation in daily activities such as commerce and farming demon-
strates their continued connection to the human world, as well as their convic-
tion that their ancestors continue to watch over them.

The representation of the ghost realm as a continuation of human life is con-
sistent with many African civilizations’ cyclical perspective of existence. Afroju-

Disiplinlerarasi Afrika Calismalari Dergisi, Cilt 2, Sayi 2, 2024, ss. 95-114



Exploring Afrojujuism in Amos Tutuola’s My Life in the Bush of Ghosts:
Spirituality, Myth, and Surrealism

juism frequently depicts life and death as a continuous circle in which the living
and dead interact and exchange. The deceased continue to exist as ghosts or
ancestral spirits, who influence the living, thereby maintaining cosmic equilib-
rium. Tutuola stresses the continuation of societal responsibilities after death
by assigning ghost roles such as farming and trading. It implies that life is not
linear, but rather a revolving circle in which the same structures, relationships,
and responsibilities continue even after death. This cyclical perspective contrasts
with Western notions of a final split between life and death, in which the hereaf-
ter is frequently depicted as distinct and dramatically different from the earthly
sphere. Tutuola’s Afrojujuistic perspective intertwined life and death, with spirits
playing roles identical to those they had in life, emphasizing the continuity of
existence. The ghosts’ roles as market sellers, farmers, and warriors are profound-
ly ingrained in the social and cultural fabric of many African communities. Each
of these roles is crucial to the community’s survival and development. Tutuola
claims that the dead continue to play a part in supporting the living world’s cul-
tural and economic activities by depicting ghosts as still carrying out these obli-
gations. Market merchants, for example, are critical to the economy in traditional
African communities because they facilitate the interchange of products and ser-
vices. Farmers support the community’s life by producing food, while warriors
guard it from attacks. The fact that ghosts engage in these activities underlines
the notion that cultural practices and economic positions do not terminate with
death. This cultural continuity relates to the Afrojujuistic concept of inherited
responsibility. The dead, as ancestral spirits, continue to preserve the commu-
nity’s traditions, practices, and duties. Tutuola’s representation of the ghosts in
human-like roles demonstrates a belief in the persistence of cultural values and
societal duties beyond death.

The presence of ghost traders, farmers, and warriors illustrates the sacred
economy prevalent in African spiritual traditions. Spiritual work, whether through
rituals, offerings, or other types of reverence, necessitates the involvement of
both the living and the dead. In this sense, the ghost world contributes to the
cosmic balance that must be maintained for the human and spiritual realms to
coexist. African religious rituals involve making offerings to ancestors or spirits
in exchange for protection, fertility, and prosperity. These contributions uphold
the reciprocal bond between the living and the deceased. Tutuola stresses the
two worlds’ economic link by assigning ghost roles such as market trading and
farming. The dead continue to work, create, and exchange just like the living, en-
suring the flow of life and spiritual strength. Tutuola investigates the universality
of human conflicts by depicting spirits partaking in common human activities.
Ghosts are traders, farmers, and soldiers, implying that the same battles for exis-
tence, sustenance, and power exist in the spirit world as well. This represents the
Afrojujuistic belief that the hereafter is not a place of full calm or rest, but rather
one in which the same societal forces persist. The existence of warriors among
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the spirits, for example, implies continual battle and the necessity for defense,
reflecting the human experience with conflict.

This supports the Afrojujuistic belief that the human condition—character-
ized by struggle, work, and survival—is a basic and ongoing part of existence,
even after death.

“Whenever | thought about the terrible powers of the ghosts in this bush, |
could feel that they were too strong for us human beings. It was clear that their
powers came directly from their world, not from ours” (Tutuola, 1954: 73).

This sentence characterizes the ghost world as a parallel society that resem-
bles the human world. Despite being supernatural, these beings are assigned
tasks and obligations similar to humans in their various communities. Some
ghosts are traders, some are farmers, and some are warriors, all of whom serve
important roles in their communities. This organization contends that the spirit
world, as depicted by Tutuola, is not chaotic or uncontrolled, but rather oper-
ates within a social system similar to human civilization. In Afrojujuistic belief
systems, particularly those influenced by Yoruba cosmology, the spirit realm
is frequently viewed as a continuation of the physical world, in which the de-
ceased continue to perform tasks that represent their responsibilities in life. This
continuity between life and death is a significant component of many African
spiritual traditions, where ancestral spirits or ghosts are thought to be active in
the spiritual realm just as they were in the physical. In this way, the ghosts in
Tutuola’s tale represent the immortality of human experiences, where roles and
responsibilities transcend into the afterlife. Markets in many African communi-
ties serve as not only venues of business but also centers of social interaction and
community life. The presence of market traders among the ghosts implies that
economic activity continues in the spiritual realm, representing the interchange
of things, ideas, and spiritual energy. Marketplaces in ancient African communi-
ties are frequently seen as hallowed sites where human and spiritual activities
coexist. The presence of market traders among the ghosts emphasizes the sig-
nificance of preserving resource balance and flow, even after death. Farming is
the foundation of many African economies, producing food and representing a
connection to the land and nature. The presence of ghost farmers shows that the
spirits engage in activities connected to feeding and sustenance, bolstering the
notion that life in the spirit realm is a continuation of physical existence. Farm-
ing is frequently associated with fertility and growth, implying that the spiritual
realm is still a place of productivity and abundance, where natural cycles of life
continue. The presence of warriors among the ghosts represents the protective
and conflicting parts of both human and spiritual cultures. Many African cosmol-
ogies rely on spirits or ancestors to safeguard the living from spiritual or physical
harm. The ghost warriors may signify ghosts who continue to defend and uphold
order, just as human warriors do for their societies. This also implies the idea of
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continued spiritual warfare or fight in the ghost realm, where wars are fought not
just physically, but also on a cosmic or spiritual level.

In the novel spiritual transformation and shape-shifting are other key ele-
ments of Afrojujuism. In many African mythologies, transformation is a common
feature of interactions between humans and supernatural beings, showcasing
the fluid boundaries of reality.

“When | was captured by the Ghostess Queen, she changed me into a bird and |
flew across the desert to her castle” (Tutuola, 1954: 103).

Shape-shifting is a prevalent topic in Afrojujuistic storytelling, in which char-
acters or spirits morph physically to reflect their encounters with supernatural
powers. In this example, the protagonist gets turned into a bird by the Ghost-
ess Queen, a strong spirit. This process of metamorphosis represents the flexi-
ble boundaries between physical and spiritual forms in African cosmology. The
Ghostess Queen'’s capacity to transform the protagonist into a bird emphasizes
her supernatural power and dominion over reality, a common topic in Tutuola’s
writing. In many African traditions, shape-shifting is regarded as a manifestation
of spiritual power—the ability to transcend the limitations of the human body
and assume forms that allow for greater movement or access to new realms. This
reflects the Afrojujuistic notion that the spirit realm acts according to its own
principles, in which identity and form are flexible and adaptable. The change
into a bird carries profound metaphorical importance. In many African traditions,
birds are regarded as creatures capable of traversing both the earth and the
sky, representing freedom, spiritual ascent, and the connection between oth-
er realms. In the context of this metamorphosis, being transformed into a bird
could imply that the protagonist gains temporary access to the magical power
of flight, allowing him to travel long distances and between worlds. The desert in
this text might be viewed as a metaphor for both spiritual travel and loneliness.
Deserts are frequently used in numerous myths to depict locations of difficulty,
change, and self-discovery, and this imagery is also prevalent in African spiritual
storytelling. The desert could represent the wide, deserted expanse between the
human world and the ghostly realm, a transitional zone that must be crossed to
access the unknown or supernatural. The voyage across the desert is similar to a
rite of passage, in which the protagonist must navigate a harsh, unknown envi-
ronment, most likely mirroring the spiritual hurdles or tribulations he must face
in the spirit realm. It is a journey of metamorphosis in and of itself, similar to the
bird transition, underlining the importance of adapting and surviving in a world
controlled by other rules than the human. The Ghostess Queen’s palace, located
beyond the desert, is a location of power, maybe a source of danger, mystery, or
greater transformation. Castles or palaces in African mythology are frequently
symbols of otherworldly sovereignty, holding great spirits or deities who gov-
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ern over certain realms. The Ghostess Queen is shown as a powerful ruler with
supernatural authority. Her ability to capture and convert the protagonist into a
bird implies that she wields significant power over both humans and the spiritual
realm. In Afrojujuistic myths, female figures, particularly those with titles such
as “queen” or “mother,” are frequently connected with strong deities or spirits
who control life, death, or transformation. The Ghostess Queen could be an icon-
ic figure from numerous African oral traditions, such as Yoruba deities Yemoja
or Oshun, who are associated with creation, change, and protection. However,
in Tutuola’s paintings, this character is less benign and more ambiguous, even
frightening. Her ability to “capture” the protagonist emphasizes the notion that
the human protagonists in this narrative are frequently at the whim of these
great spirits, whose influence extends far beyond human control.

The Queen’s castle might be interpreted as a metaphor for her spiritual sover-
eignty, a place where she wields power and may present obstacles or tribulations
to those who enter it. This echoes the notion of Afrojujuism, in which humans are
frequently trapped in spiritual webs governed by supernatural powers and must
negotiate these forces to survive or reach some type of change or enlightenment.
The change into a bird has distinct symbolic implications in African culture. Birds
are frequently seen as messengers between the human and spirit worlds because
of their ability to travel between realms. Many African stories associate birds with
spiritual freedom, wisdom, and, in some cases, prophesy. By transforming into
a bird, the protagonist may get temporary spiritual insight or the ability to see
and experience the world from a supernatural perspective. However, this meta-
morphosis includes an aspect of confinement. The protagonist did not choose
to become a bird; it was the Ghostess Queen who transformed him. This implies
that, despite the freedom represented by flight, the protagonist is nevertheless
controlled by a higher spiritual power and unable to exercise his own will. This
highlights the contradiction of freedom and captivity that is prevalent in Tutuo-
la’s work: even in moments of liberty, the characters remain under the control of
the spiritual powers that govern the Bush of Ghosts. The act of flying across the
desert also represents a spiritual journey or escape. At this point, the protago-
nist is transported from one situation to another, indicating a shift in his spiritual
journey. Many African cultures equate flight with the soul’s power to transcend
the physical world, which could represent the protagonist’s transitory transition
from one dimension of reality to another. This trip could also indicate a moment
of surrender to the Ghostess Queen’s will, in which the protagonist is transferred
as part of a wider spiritual journey or trial over which he has no control. This dual
symbolism of flight, which represents both freedom and submission, illustrates
the complex relationship between people and spirits in Afrojujuistic philosophy,
in which spiritual powers may grant release but frequently assert their control.
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The merging of human and ghostly features in this sentence illustrates the
core of Afrojujuism’s duality: the natural and supernatural worlds colliding. The
ghost mother’s remark implies that ghosts have human attributes, blurring the
distinction between life and death, as is prevalent in African oral tradition.

“We are ghosts, but our children are the same as human children. They have to
eat, play, and grow up, just like you do” (Tutuola, 1954: 122).

The ghost emphasizes the similarities between the ghost and human worlds,
emphasizing that, despite their supernatural nature, their offspring share basic
human experiences such as eating, playing, and growing up. This represents the
Afrojujuistic notion of continuity and interconnectedness between the living
and spiritual worlds, implying that, despite their differences, the lives of ghosts
and people are inextricably linked and follow similar life cycles.

Conclusion

Amos Tutuola’s My Life in the Bush of Ghosts offers a profound exploration of
Afrojujuism, a literary framework that illuminates the interconnection between
the spiritual and physical worlds. Through the protagonist’s journey in the titular
“Bush of Ghosts,” Tutuola crafts a narrative where the supernatural is not merely
a fantastical element but an integral part of everyday existence. This alignment
with Afrojujuism underscores the Yoruba worldview, where the boundaries be-
tween life and death, human and spirit, are porous and interconnected. The nov-
el serves as a vivid depiction of how African cosmology resists Western dualities
by presenting a universe where the spiritual realm continuously shapes and in-
teracts with the material world.

Central to the Afrojujuistic ethos in Tutuola’s work is the belief in the fluidity
of existence—a fluidity that blurs the distinction between the physical and the
supernatural. The protagonist’s experiences, such as his metamorphosis into a
bird or his dialogues with ghostly traders and farmers, reflect key Yoruba beliefs
that spirits are not distant or separate from human life but are intrinsic to the
fabric of existence itself (Owomoyela, 1993). The juxtaposition of living and dead,
human and spirit, within a single realm, emphasizes that the spiritual world is an
active participant in the earthly realm, guiding, shaping, and even controlling
the fates of human beings. Nnodim (1994) illustrates that in Yoruba thought, life
and death exist in a continuous, cyclical relationship, a perspective that Tutuola
masterfully embodies throughout the narrative.

Tutuola also emphasizes the significance of ancestral continuity, a central
theme in Afrojujuism, through the portrayal of spirits who continue to trade,
farm, and engage in societal activities even after death. These spectral figures are
not passive or confined to the afterlife but remain deeply entwined in the every-
day activities of the living. This interaction between the living and the dead, ex-
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emplified in the novel’s spiritual economy, reflects the Yoruba notion that death
is not an end but a transition into another plane where the spirits of ancestors
maintain a vital connection with the living. The supernatural beings in the Bush
of Ghosts, whether engaging in work, conflict, or mentorship, emphasize that
existence is not bound by the physical world’s limitations but is rather a dynamic
process that includes both realms (Owomoyela, 1993).

Furthermore, the concept of shape-shifting and metamorphosis plays a piv-
otal role in Tutuola’s narrative, offering another manifestation of Afrojujuism’s
fluid understanding of identity and existence. The protagonist’s ability to change
into a bird, for example, exemplifies the mutable and flexible nature of identi-
ty in African cosmology, where forms and beings are not fixed but can transi-
tion across different states of being. This fluidity reinforces the Afrojujuistic idea
that identity is not static but is continually evolving because of the spiritual and
physical forces at play. The metamorphosis also underscores the permeability
between humans and spirits, where the boundary between the two is not rigid
but constantly negotiated.

In terms of postcolonial African identity, Tutuola’s work presents a complex
dialogue between traditional African beliefs and the encroaching forces of mo-
dernity and colonialism. Set against a backdrop of postcolonial dislocation, the
novel examines how traditional African spiritual practices intersect with contem-
porary realities. The Bush of Ghosts can be seen as a metaphorical space where
colonial histories and African spiritual traditions collide, providing a critique of
the way Western colonial narratives have sought to displace and erase African
worldviews. Through the lens of Afrojujuism, Tutuola highlights how African
identities are formed and reformed in the process of negotiating the legacy of
colonialism. This collision between the traditional and the modern in Tutuola’s
surreal narrative points to an ever-evolving African identity that is shaped by
both ancestral beliefs and contemporary struggles.

Ultimately, Tutuola’s exploration of the interdependence of the spiritual and
physical worlds in My Life in the Bush of Ghosts highlights the richness of Afroju-
juism as a literary genre. By weaving together ancestral spirits, shape-shifting,
and spiritual continuity, Tutuola presents a narrative that challenges the dualistic
nature of Western thought and embraces the complexity of African cosmological
perspectives. The novel offers a unique, layered investigation of African postco-
lonial identity—one that both critiques the colonial imposition of Western ra-
tionalism and celebrates the ongoing vitality of African spirituality. Through this
work, Tutuola not only preserves but also revitalizes African spiritual traditions,
illustrating how they continue to influence and shape the African experience in
a modern, postcolonial context.
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In conclusion, Tutuola’s novel stands as a testament to the power of Afroju-
juism in reclaiming African spiritual systems, offering a space where ancestral
wisdom and contemporary struggles coexist. It is a compelling reminder of the
resilience and adaptability of African cultures, and how literature can serve as a
medium through which spiritual and cultural identity is preserved and reimag-
ined in the face of colonial and postcolonial challenges.
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Oz: 19. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda Avrupa devletleri tarafindan Afrika'nin hizla sémiir-
gelestirilmesi, Sultan Il. Abdilhamid’in yakindan takip ettigi dnemli bir konu olarak
kabul edilmistir. Il. Abdiilhamid, islam birligi politikasi cercevesinde Afrika'daki Miislii-
man nifusla iligkileri artirmak igin yerel yoneticilerle baglari gticlendirmis ve bolge
hakkinda raporlar, bilgi notlari ve haritalar hazirlanmasini saglamistir. Buradan hare-
ketle hazirlanan bu arastirmada Osmanli belgelerinde Osmanli Devleti ile Biladis-
sudan arasindaki iliskilerin ne boyutta olduguna cevap aranmistir. Il. Abdiilhamid
doneminde gerceklestirilen faaliyetlerin etkisi incelenmistir. Bu baglamda calisma

* Bu makale Tiirkiye Maarif Vakfi Mali Ulke Temsilcigi Turkiye Arastirmalari Merkezine 26.02.2024 tarihinde
sunulan Il. Abdiilhamid Dénemi Osmanli Belgelerinde Mali baslikli projenin verilerinden hareketle yazilmistir.
Arsiv taramasi sonucunda elde edilen veriler éncelikli olarak 25-27 Mayis 2024 tarihinde inénii Universitesi
Afrika Sempozyumunda s6zli bildiri olarak sunulmus, sonrasinda ise cevirileri yapilan belgeler 29 Ekim 2024
tarihinde Mali'deki Cumhuriyet Bayrami Resepsiyonunda sergilenmistir. Calismada emegi gecen Ulke temsilcimiz
Coskun YILMAZ'a, Dr. Patrice DIALLO'ya ve Merkez miidiiriimiiz Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Murat DELIBAS'a desteklerinden ve
katkilarindan 6tuirti tesekkir ederim.
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icerisinde Osmanli arsivleri ve doneme ait diger kaynaklar taranarak bélgeyi etkileyen
faaliyetler incelenmistir. Belgeler kronolojik olarak incelenip ¢eviri yazi ve yorumlama
calismalari yapilarak elde edilen veriler isiginda Osmanli etkisi ve faaliyetleri deger-
lendirilmistir. Osmanli topradi olan Trablusgarp’in hinterlandi konusu da Osmanli
Devleti'nin bolgeye olan dikkatinin bir nedenini teskil etmektedir. Basta bolgeye
giden ve bolgeden gelen gorevlilerin gozlemleri, yerel kaynaklardan saglanan istih-
barat bilgileri, ihbar mektuplari, diplomatik kaynaklar, gazete ve dergilerden tercime
edilen haber ve makaleler ile Fransizlarin Bati Afrika’daki faaliyetleri takip edilmistir. Bu
kapsamda giinlimiizde Mali Cumhuriyeti sinirlari icinde bulunan bélgeyi konu alan bir
arsiv taramasi gerceklestirilmistir. Tarama sonucunda 1882-1894 yillarina tarihlenen
on Ug¢ belge saptanmistir. Belgeler, Fransizca ve Arapca gazetelerden makale geviri-
leri; bilgi notlari, ihbar mektuplari, irade-i seniyye ve i¢ yazismalardan ibarettir. Belge-
ler, Fransizlarin Bati Afrika sahillerinden Biladlssudan’a ilerleyislerini, Senegal-Mali
arasinda demiryolu insasini, Sultan Il. Abdllhamid’in Alman uzmanlara Nijer nehri
vadisinde kesif izinleri vermesi ile Senegal nehri ve havzasi hakkinda cografi bilgi-
leri, bélgenin ihrag Grlinlerini ve Biladiissudan hac kafilelerinin yol gtivenligi konula-
rini kronolojik olarak ele almaktadir. Ayrica, Trablusgarp idare-i Mahsusa Acentesine
gonderilen imzasiz ve sifreli Arapca mektup, Fransizlarin Afrika’nin dnemli medeniyet
merkezi Timbuktu'yu ele gecirdigini bildirmektedir. Calismada bu mektup ve Trablus-
garp Vilayeti, Dahiliye Nezareti ve Bab-1 Ali arasindaki yazismalara da yer verilmistir.
Arastirmanin sonucunda, Osmanli Devleti'nin Blylk Sahra’da Tirk-Fransiz rekabe-
tinin bir parcasi olarak Fransizlarin Bati Afrika’daki girisim ve faaliyetlerini yakindan
takip ettigi ve ayni zamanda Almanlara verilen arastirma izniyle de Osmanli'nin etkisi
ve sayginligi gorilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Biladlissudan, Fransa, Mali, Osmanli Devleti, Timbuktu.

Abstract: The colonization of Africa by European states in the second half of the 19th
century is considered an important issue followed by Sultan Abdulhamid Il. Abdulha-
mid Il strengthened ties with local administrators to improve relations with the Muslim
population in Africa and ensured the preparation of reports, information notes and
maps about region. Based on this, the aim of this research is to discover the Otto-
man influence in Africa and the impact of the activities carried out during the reign
of Abdulhamid II. In this context, activities affecting the region by surveying Ottoman
archives and other period sources were analyzed and translation and interpretation
were conducted. The issue of the hinterland of Tripoli as an Ottoman territory is also
a reason for the Ottoman Empire’s attention to this region. It is known that the activ-
ities of the French in West Africa were followed, and intelligence information were
provided by local sources. The area that is currently inside the borders of the Republic
of Mali was searched through archives in this regard. Thirteen documents, spanning
the years 1882-1894, were found such as information notes, notification letters from
French and Arabic newspapers. Documents describe the advance of the French from
the West African coast to Biladlissudan, the construction of the railway between Sene-
gal and Mali, and Sultan Il. Additionally, the unsigned and encrypted Arabic letter
sent to the Special Administrative Agency of Tripoli states that the French captured
Timbuktu, the important civilization center of Africa. This letter and the correspon-
dence between the Tripoli Province, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Sublime
Porte were also included in the study. As a result, it was revealed that the Ottoman
Empire followed the French initiatives and activities in West Africa and at the same
time, the influence and prestige of the Ottoman Empire are seen through the research
permission given to the Germans.

Keywords: Bilad al-Sudan, France, Mali, Ottoman Empire, Timbuktu.
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Giris

Avrupalilarin Afrika'da 19. ylzyil somirge politikalarina karsilik Osmanli Dev-
leti de bazi politikalar gelistirmeye calismistir. Il. Abdilhamid iktidar donemin-
de (1876-1909) uygulanan islam Birligi ve Hilafet siyaseti diinyanin dért bir ya-
ninda oldugu gibi Afrika’da da etkisini gostermistir (Tandogan, 2011, s. 229). Bu
politikanin bir geregdi olarak, somdirgecilik faaliyetlerini hizlandiran Fransizlarin
Afrika’daki faaliyetleri de olanaklar dlctisiinde takip edilmistir. Bu kapsamda gu-
nimuzde Mali Cumhuriyeti sinirlari icinde bulunan bélgeyi konu alan bir arsiv
taramasi gerceklestirilmistir. Tarama sonucunda 1882-1894 yillarina tarihlenen
on Ug¢ belge saptanmistir. Belgeler, Fransizca ve Arapca gazetelerden makale ce-
virileri; bilgi notlari, ihbar mektuplari, irade-i seniyye ve i¢ yazismalardan ibarettir.

Belgeler, Fransizlarin Bati Afrika sahillerinden Biladiissudan’a ilerleyislerini,
Senegal-Mali arasinda demiryolu insasini, Sultan Il. Abdiilhamid’in Alman uz-
manlara Nijer nehri vadisinde kesif izinleri vermesini ve Senegal nehri ve havzasi
hakkinda cografi bilgileri, bolgenin ihrag Urlinlerini ve Biladlssudan hac kafile-
lerinin yol guivenligi konularini kronolojik olarak ele almaktadir. Belgelerin daha
anlasilir olmasi icin tarafimizdan nokta, virgil ve tirnak isareti gibi noktalama isa-
retleri eklenmistir. Metinlerin orijinal imlasi korunmustur. Okunusunda tereddiit
edilen sozciiklerin sonuna parantez icinde soru isareti (?) konmustur. “Ekler” bo-
limiinde konuyla ilgili gazete kuptirli ve belgelere de yer verilmistir.

Arastirmanin amaci:

Bu arastirmanin amaci Il. Abdilhamid déneminde Osmanli Devleti'nin Bila-
dissudan’daki iliskilerinin ne boyutta oldugunun ve bdlgedeki faaliyetlerinin
etkisini incelemektir.

Aragtirmanin 6nemi:

Bu calisma Osmanli Devleti’'nin Biladissudan’daki varliginin incelenmesi ve
bolgeyle olan iliskilerinin ne boyutta oldugunu gdstermesi acisindan énem arz
etmektedir.

Aragtirma sorulari:
Bu calismada 6ncelikli olarak asagidaki sorulara cevap aranmistir.

«Osmanl Devleti, diger devletlerin Bati Afrika'daki ilerleyislerinden haber-
dar midir ve gelismeleri ne diizeyde takip etmistir?

« Osmanlilar, Bati Afrika'y1 tanimak ve bolge hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmak icin
arastirma yapmiglar midir?

« Osmanl’nin hilafet glict dolayisiyla bu bolgedeki gelismelerde etkisi ol-
mus mudur?
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Arastirmanin yontemi:

Bu calisma nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman analizi ydontemine uy-
gun olarak gerceklestirilmistir. Dokiiman analizinde, hem ge¢misteki olaylarin
yer aldigi yazili, goriintiilu ve sesli raporlar gibi arsiv belgeleri dikkate alinirken
hem de siireg icinde ortaya ¢ikan her turli belge dikkate alinir (Patton, 2002).
Belgesel tarama olarak da bilinen dokliman analizinde, var olan kayit ve belgeler
incelenerek veriler elde edilmektedir. Dokiiman analizi, belli bir amaca yonelik
olarak kaynaklar bulma, okuma, not alma, analiz etme ve degerlendirme islem-
lerini kapsamaktadir (Karasar, 2005).

Evren ve Orneklem:

Bu calismanin evrenini Biladlissudan, Mali, Senegal ve Timbuktu anahtar s6z-
clikleriyle yapilan arastirmalar ve arsiv taramalari neticesinde ulasilabilen belge-
ler ve kayitlar olusturmaktadir. Orneklemeni ise s6z konusu arastirmalar ve arsiv
taramalari neticesinde belirlenen 13 arsiv belgesi olusturmaktadir.

Verilerin Analizi:

Arsiv taramalari sonucunda elde edilen Osmanli Tirkcesinde 10 belgenin
ceviri yazisi gerceklestirilmistir. Almanlara verilen arastirma izniyle ilgili miisved-
de niteligindeki belge “Ekler” bolimine eklenmistir. Arapca ihbar mektubunun
Trablusgarp Vilayeti tarafindan hazirlanan terclimesinin ceviri yazisi gercekles-
tirildiginden mektubun aslinin cevirisine gerek goriilmemis ve zarfiyla birlikte
“Ekler” boliminde yer verilmistir.

Bulgular ve Yorum

Osmanli Devleti'nin, diger devletlerin Bati Afrika’daki ilerleyislerinden ve fa-
aliyetlerinden haberdar olup olmadigina bakildiginda O zamaninin kosullarina
gore Osmanli devletinin bolgedeki bircok devletin faaliyetlerinden yabanci sureli
yayinlar, bilgi notlari ve ihbar mektuplari aracigiyla haberdar oldugu incelenen
evraklar neticesinde ortaya ¢ikmistir. el-Cevdib ve Republique Francais'te yer alan
makalelerin terciimeleri, Paris'ten Trablusgarp’a gonderilen ve Timbuktu'nun
Fransizlar tarafindan istila edildigini haber veren isimsiz ihbar mektubu bunlara
ornek verilebilir. Bu belgeler neticesinde Fransizlarin bolgedeki faaliyetlerinden
Osmanlinin haberdar oldugu anlasiimaktadir.

Osmanl Devleti'nin, Bati Afrika’y1 tanimak ve bdlge hakkinda bilgi sahibi ol-
mak icin arastirma yapip yapmadigina bakildiginda Riza bin Ali tarafindan hazir-
lanan ve padisaha sunulan bilgi notu dikkati cekmektedir. Bu bilgi notu katalog-
da “Senegal ve el-Katra adalar hakkinda malumat” bashgini tasisa da bir bolimu
glinimizde Mali sinirlari icinde bulunan Bafing nehri ve havzasi hakkinda bilgi-
ler de yer almaktadir.

Osmanli'nin hilafet gtict dolayisiyla bu bolgedeki gelismelerde etkisinin olup
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olmadigina bakildiginda; Almanlarin Nijer havzasinda arastirma yapmak icin izin
ve kolaylik talepleri ile Almanlara bu bolge icin verilen izin belgeleri; Osmanli'nin
bolgedeki etkisini ve Osmanli hakimiyetinin zimnen kabul edildigini gostermek-
tedir. Almanlarin taleplerinin birden ¢ok kez tekrar edilmesi ve Hariciye Nezare-
ti araciligiyla girisimde bulunmalar ve belgelerde Osmanli’dan baska devlet ya
da hikametin adinin anilmamasi, dogrudan padisahin fermaniyla izin verilmesi,
sozl edilen hakimiyetin ne derece 6nemli boyutta oldugunun gdéstergeleri ara-
sindadir.

Belgeler ve transkripsiyonlari

1. Fransa’nin Afrika iglerine ilerleyisi ve Senegal ile Nijer arasinda demiryolu insasi
planlamasi

Yildiz Perakende Evraki Tahrirat-1 Ecnebiye ve Mabeyn Mitercimligi (Y.PRK.
TKM.) katalogunda yer alan belgede istanbul’da Arapca yayimlanan el-Cevadib'
gazetesinin 31 Tegrinievvel 1882 (31 Ekim 1882) tarihli niishasinda bulunan siyasi
makalelerin terclimeleri mevcuttur. Bu terclimeler arasinda Fransa’'nin Afrika icle-
rine ilerlemekte oldugunu ve Senegal ile Nijer arasinda bir demiryolu insa etmeyi
planladigini aktaran bir haber de yer almaktadir. S6z konusu demiryolu gelecek-
te Kayes, Kita lzerinden Bamako'ya ulasacak ve Koulikoro’da sona erecek olan
Dakar-Nijer demir yoludur.

Y.PRK.TKM.00004.00104.01 (6 numarali b6liim)

Fransa Devleti Afrika icerisine dogru ilerlemekde ve hatta Sudan’da kain Se-
negal memleketi ile Niger memleketi beynindeki demir yolun itmam ve insasi
ve Saint Louis sehriyle Dakar beldesi arasinda bir demir yol temdidi ve Fransa ile
Senegal beyninde bir telgraf hatti temdid ve vaz'i mutasavverdir.

1 el-Cevaib hakkinda bilgi icin bkz. Cetin, A. (1993). el-Cevaib. Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi islam ansiklopedisi (7. cilt) (ss.
435-436). Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi.
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2. Senegal ve el-Katra adalari hakkinda bilgiler

Yildiz Perakende Evraki Yaveran ve Maiyyet-i Seniyye Erkan-1 Harbiye Daire-
si (Y.PRK.MYD) katalogunda yer alan 21 Kanunuevvel 1303 (2 Ocak 1888) tarihli
ve “Riza bin Ali” imzali belgede, “kurena-yi hazret-i sehriyarilerinden Besim Bey”
vasitastyla Senegal ve el-Katra adalari hakkinda bilgi istendigi ifade edilmekte ve
ardindan hazirlanan bilgi notu paylasilmaktadir.

Belgede, bir bolimi giinlimiizde Mali sinirlari icinde bulunan Bafing nehri ve
bdlgenin dnemli Griinleri hakkinda bilgi verilmektedir.
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Y.PRK.MYD.00006.00087.002

Senegal mistemlekatiyla el-Katra adalari hakkindaki ma’limatin ‘atebe-i
ulyalarina ‘arzi hakkinda seref-stinth u suddr buyurulan irade-i hikmet-ifade-i
hazret-i sehinsahileri kurena-yi hazret-i sehriyarilerinden Besim Bey kullar
vasitasiyla ahz ve telakki olunmus ve bu babdaki ma’limat-1 kasiranemi havi
tanzim kilinan pusula mers(l evrak ile beraber leffen ‘atebe-i felek-mertebe-i
cendb-1 hilafet-penahilerine ‘arz u takdim kilinmis olmagla ol babda ve katibe-i
ahvalde emr G ferman hazret-i veli Gl emr efendimizindir. Fi 21 Kanun-1 evvel sene
(1)303.

Kullan
Riza bin Ali
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Y.PRK.MYD.00006.00087.001

Senegal Afrika kit'asinin cihet-i garbisinde bulunan biyiik bir nehrin ismi olup
muahharan Fransizlarin orada istimlak etmis olduklari kit'aya da ‘alem olmusdur.
isbu Senegal nehri yerli ahali beyninde kara su ma'nasina gelen (Pafinig) ismiy-
le taninip (Fote Calu) namindaki cebelden nebe’an ve 1700 kilometrelik mesafe
kat’ eyledikden sonra Bahr-i Muhit-i Garbi’'ye munsab olur ve mecrasinda birta-
kim altin tozlari ve pullari bulunur. Nehr-i mezkarun mansabi genis bir kumsallik
teskil ettigi ve bu hal oralar rakid ve mite’affin bir bataklik haline ilka eyledigi
iclin seyr-i sefa’ini su’Gbetli kilar. On dordiinci asr-1 miladda Fransiz gemicilerinin
nehr-i mezkar mansabinda birtakim ticarethaneler te’sisi Gizerine kit'a-y1 mezk(re
taninip bir zaman Fransiz ve ingiliz Hindistan ticaret kumpanyalari beyninde devr
ederek nihayet 1817 sene-i miladiyesinden beri bisbutin Fransizlarda takarriir
etmisdir.

Umr-1idarece iki d&'ireye taksim edilip Fransa tarafindan mansab valisi Saint
Louis sehrinde oturmaktadir. Mistemlekat-1 mezkdrede Ui¢ bin Avrupali ve altmig
iki bin kadar yerli ahali ahmin edilmekdedir. Mlstemlekat-1 mezk(re mahsalati
kesretli zamg ile arasid ta’bir olunan bir nev’ bocek olup bunlardan ma‘ada altun
tozuyla recine ve fil disi dahf ihrac edilmektedir.

Bu def'a fiilen Fransa tarafindan isgal ve istimlak edilen (el-Katra) adalari dahi
Senegal mustemlekati kurbunda vaki’ bir iki adadan ‘ibaret olup mezkar adalar
oteden beri devlet idaresinde degildir.
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3. Dakar-Nijer demiryolunun ilk kisminin agildigini haber veren makalenin ter-
ctimesi

Yildiz Perakende Evraki Tahrirat-1 Ecnebiye ve Mabeyn Mutercimligi (Y.PRK.
TKM.) katalogunda yer alan belge, La République Francais gazetesinin 23 Subat
1883 tarihli sayisinda Dakar-Nijer demiryolunun birinci etabinin acildigini bildi-
ren makalenin 6zet cevirisidir. Belgede, demir yolunun acilis téreninden ve bol-
genin gelisimine saglayacagi katkilardan bahsedilmektedir. S6z konusu demir
yolu gelecekte Kayes, Kita tUzerinden Bamako'ya ulasacak ve Koulikoro’da sona
erecek olan Dakar-Nijer demir yoludur.

S6zl gegen makalenin orijinali “Ekler” bolimiinde mevcuttur.
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Y.PRK.TKM.00005.00066.001

Alafranga 23 Subat 1883 tarihli “Republique Francaise” gazetesinde goriilen
makalenin hulasasidir.

Mezkar makalenin hulasa-i mealine nazaran Afrika kit'asinin cihet-i garbiye-
sinde vaki’ “Senegal” memalikinden “Sudan”a dogru birinci simendifer olmak
Uzere insasi mutasavver bulunan demiryol hattinin “Niger” nam mahalle kadar
olan kismi yani iki bin dort yliz metro mikdari bu kere rehin-i hitam olarak resm-i
kisad ve tecrlibesi icra kiinmisdir.

Ruesa-y1 mahalliye ile bir cemm-i gafir mehazirinda icra olunan isbu tecriibe
nim vahset halinde bulunan yerlilerin fevka'l-had ta’acciib ve hayretlerini macib
olmusdur. Hatta arkasina Ui¢ ‘aded vagon rabt olunmus olan lokomotiv harekete
basladikda Avrupalulari takliden yerliiler dahi raha-zen-i tahsin i aferin olmus ve
iclerinden bir cogu nefesleri tikeninceye kadar katari ta’kib etmislerdir.

Mezklr simendiferden memleketin terakki ve servet ve ma’muriyetince
bir bin biyuk hidemat intizar edilmekde oldugu gibi hatt-1 mezkdrenin ale’l-
husGs Avrupalilar hakkinda muhlik denilebilecek derecede muzirr bulunan ab u
havasinin sG-i te’siratini men’ ve ta’dilce dahi muhassenat me’'mal olunmakta-
dir. Fi'l-hakika mevzu’-1 mevki'-i bahs olan hattin giizergahi etrafinda ca-be-ca
Avrupa tarzinda binalar peyda olmakhga baslamis olmasina nazaran Avrupa-
lular ba’de-ma ‘adet-i belde tzere kullibeler icinde toprak Uzerinde ikamet ve
beytltet mecbdriyetinden vareste olarak bu sayede sihhat u ‘afiyetlerinin iklimin
sU-i te’siratindan bir dereceye kadar masun bulunacagi imid edilmektedir.
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4. Almanlara Nijer nehri ¢evresinde tarihi ve cografi arastirmalar gerceklestirme
izni verilmesi

Yildiz Sadaret Hususi Maruzat Evraki (Y.A.HUS) katalogunda konuyla ilgili dort
belge saptanmistir. 24 Kanunuevvel 1299 (5 Ocak 1884) tarihli ve “Muinir kullan”
imzali birinci belgede, Alman buyukelgisinin Nijer nehri vadisinde bilimsel aras-
tirmalar yapacak Alman arastirmaci icin izin talebinin tekrar edildigi bildirilmek-
tedir.

Bab-1 Ali Daire-i Sadaret-i ‘Uzma anteti ve “Emr-i ‘Ali Sretidir” bashgi tagiyan
11 Rebiyulahir 1301 (9 Subat 1884) tarihli belgeyle “Almanya Devlet-i Fehimesi
erbab-1 vukGfundan Kraadze nam zata” tarihi ve bilimsel arastirmalar yapmak
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Uzere izin verildigi anlasilmaktadir. Belgede o33l _S imlasiyla yer alan ismin Alman
arastirmaci Karl Zeuner? olmasi muhtemeldir.

16 Rebiyulahir 1301 (14 Subat 1884) tarihli ve Sa’id imzali belgede, AlIman
arastirmaciya ferman-i alinin verildigi bildirilmekte ve sureti, Il. Abdiilhamid'e su-
nuldugu ifade edilmektedir.

Konuyla ilgili bir belge daha mevcuttur. “Afrika-yi garbide vaki’ Kamerun nam
Almanya mistemlekatindan iceri taraflarinda tahkikat-1 fenniye icrasina” ifade-
siyle baslayan belgede bazi climlelerin Uzeri ¢izilmis, Gstlerine notlar yazilmistir.
Musvedde niteligindeki belgenin ceviri yazisi yapilmamis, orijinaline “Ekler” bo-
[imunde yer ayrilmasiyla yetinilmistir.

Belgede arastirma bolgesi olarak Kamerun icleri belirtilmesi, emr-i aliyle veri-
len iznin butln Nijer vadisini kapsamasi dikkat ¢ekicidir.

Nijer nehri, ginimizde Mali'nin giineybatisindan kuzeydogusuna kadar
1500 kilometrelik bir mesafe kat ettiginden (Kavas, 2003, s. 494) bu belgelere ca-
lismada yer verilmistir.

Y.A.HUS.00176.00085.003

Afrika’da Nijer nehri vadisinde icra-yi taharriyat-1 fenniye ve cografiye edecek
olan Almanyalu hakkindaki vaki’ olan iltimas ve niyazinin sefir tarafindan tekrar
kilindigr ma’rGzdur.

Fi 24 Kantn-1 Evvel (12)99

Munir kullari

2 Karl Zeuner hakkinda ayrintili bilgi icin bkz. Hantzsch, V. (1900). Zeuner, Karl Ludwig. Allgemeine Deutsche biog-
raphie (45. cilt) (ss. 129-131). Leipzig: Verlag von Duncker-Humblot.
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Da’ire-i Sadaret-i ‘Uzma
Divan-1 Himaydn

‘Aded
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Emr-i ‘ali sGretidir

Afrika kit'asinda vaki’ Nijer nehri civarinda ma’limat-i tarihiye ve fenniye kesf
U istihsali zmninda Almanya Devlet-i Fehimesi erbab-1 vukfundan Kraadze(?)
nam zatin bu kere ol havaliye ‘azimet edecedi cihetle yedine bir kit'a emr-i serifim
i'tasi iltimas olunmus ve saltanat-1 seniyyem ile devlet-i muisari'n-ileyha bey-
ninde derkar ve paydar olan muvalat ve musafat-1 kamileye muterettib oldugu
Uzere mUmaileyhin kesfiyat vaki‘asinca muhtac olacagi teshilat ve mu’avenatin
ve zatinca dahi himmet ve mura’atin i'fasi nezd-i sahanemde miltezem bulun-
mus olmagla Afrika kit'asinda bulunan bi’l-cimle me’'marin-i saltanat-1 seniyyem
taraflarindan ber minval-i muharrer harekete mezid-i i'tina ve dikkat olunmasi
seref-stinih ve sud(ir eden irade-i seniyye-i miilikanem mukteza-y1 minifinden
oldugunu mutazammin Divan-1 Himayanumdan isbu emr-i celili’l-kadrim i1sdar
ve i'ta olundu. Fi 11 Rebil’l-ahir sene (1)301. Aslina mutabikdir.

Kélem-i Divan-1 Himaydn
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Y.A.HUS.00176.00085.001

Afrika’da vaki’ Nijer nehri civarinda icra-y1 kesfiyat etmek Uzere Almanya
erbab-1vukifundan birine ferman-1‘alii'tasimuvafik-remsal olup olmadiginin ‘arzi
tezkire-i husGsiye-i devletleriyle teblig olunan irade-i seniyye-i hazret-i padisahi
iktiza-y1 ‘aliyesinden olmasina ve iltimas-1 vaki’ oralarca birtakim ma’limat-i
tarihiye ve fenniye istihsalinden ‘ibaret idigli beyan olunmasina binden ruhsa-
t1 havi emr-i ‘ali tasdiri hakkindaki 4 Rebit’l-ahir (1)301 tarihli tezkire-i ma'rGiza
Uzerine isbu ferman-1 ‘alinin 1sdar ve i'tasiyla bir stretinin dahi takdimi irade ve
ferman buyuruldugu tezkire-i mezklre hamisine muharrer cevab-i devletlerinde
is'ar olunmagla ve isbu ferman-i ‘allyi alacak zatin ismi Kraadze(?) idiigu Hariciye
Nezaretinden beyan olunarak mumaileyh nama tasrihan Divan-1 Himayan Ka-
leminden tasvir i'ta olunan ferman-i ‘alinin sureti leffen irsal kilinmagla ‘atabe-i
‘ulydya arzi mitemennadir efendim. Fi 16 Rebili'l-ahir 1301 fi 2 Subat 1299.

Sa'id
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5. Fransizlarin Timbuktu’ya saldirmasi ve istila etmesi

Yildiz Sadaret Hususi Maruzat Evraki (Y.A.HUS) katalogunda konuyla ilgili beg
belge saptanmistir. Belgeler Fransizlarin Timbuktu'ya saldirarak istila etmesi ile
Biladu's-sudan Mislimanlarinin hac yolculugunun givenligi hakkindadir.

3 Mart 1894'te Paris'ten, Trablusgarp’ta vapur sirketi vekili Haci Siddik
Miza'fer'e postalanan isimsiz ihbar mektubunda Fransizlarin, Timbuktu'yu isti-
la ettikleri bildirilmekte, kolera salginini bahane ederek Mekke'yi de isgal etmek
niyetinde olduklari ifade edilmektedir. Bilhassa Biladli's-sudan Mislimanlari hac
yolculugu hakkinda uyariimakta; hac yolculugunda deniz yolu yerine kara yolu-
nu tercih etmeleri ve silahlariyla yola ¢cikmalari salik verilmektedir.

ihbar mektubunda Timbuktu “Sadan’in belde-i cesimi ve su diyarda islam’in
merkez-i mihimmi” olarak nitelendirilmektedir. Mektup “Elif Sad — Mim Elif -
Mim - Sin. Bu harfler mahremdendir. Bunlari unutma. Trablus’a gelirsem onlari
senin ve sizin hatirnniza getiririm. insaallah gelirim.” ibaresiyle son bulmaktadir.

Fransizlar, Tevariklerin siddetli direnisleri nedeniyle Timbuktu'yu ele gegir-
mek icin birkag sefer dlizenlediler. Metinde s6zi edilen Fransiz istilasi, 12 Subat
1894'te Timbuktu'ya ulasan Joseph Joffre ve birligi olmalidir.® Joffre, bununla
da yetinmemis, Fransiz mifrezelerine atilan pusunun intikamini almak amaciyla
askeri hazirhiklarini tamamladiktan sonra 23 Mart 1894 tarihinde Dire’de karsi sal-
dinya gecerek Tingeregif kabilesi reisi Muhammed ag Avvab dahil askerlik cagin-
daki tim Tevarik geng¢ niifusunu dldirmustdr. (Tandogan, 2015, s. 315)

Asagida, ihbar mektubunun Trablusgarp Valiligince hazirlanan terciimesi,
Trablusgarp Valisi Ahmed Rasim Pasa’nin Dahiliye Nezaretine ve Bab-i ‘Ali'den
Yildiz’a gonderilen belgelerin ceviri yazilar yer almaktadir. Fransa’dan postala-
nan mektubun zarfi ve Arapca ash “Ekler” bolimiinde mevcuttur.

Y.A.HUS.00292.00134.004
Trablusgarb Vilayeti

“Terclime”

Sa’banii’l-muazzam
Sene 1311

Trablusgarb’da vapur sirketi vekil-i muhteremi Haci Siddik Miiza'fer ve ahbabi
olan sa’ir ‘Araban ve Gadames ve Gat ve Merzik halki ve ihvan-i Ticaniye ve
Kadiriye ve SenUsiye ve sd&'ir Bilad-1 SGdaniye muslimanlari

3 https:/frwikipedia.org/wiki/Conqu%C3%AAte_de_Tombouctou_par_1%27arm%C3%A9%e_fran%C3%A7aise
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Size selamdan sonra surasini ihbar eylemegi vacib addederim ki Sadan’in
belde-i cesimi ve su diyarda islam’in merkez-i mihimmi olan Tumbuktu'ya bu
kere hiicum ve istila eden Hiristiyanlar Mekke ve Ka’be'ye viisal ictin bir maksad-i
fasid ve Ka'be'yi zabt ile salib-i mekrGhu oraya rekz eylemege yalandan bir
bahéne taharri eylemekdedirler. Bunlar yakinda ingiliz ve Fransiz ve Alman ve
Moskof ve sa’ireden mirekkeb bir Meclis-i Tibbi ‘akdi i¢lin birbirleriyle miizakere
ederek glya huccacin ab-dest aldigi Hacer kuyusundan kolera tevelliid eylemek-
de oldugunu bir fetvda macibince iddia edercesine ehemmiyetle bast u beyan
etmekdedirler. Bu slretle Hiristiyanlar Hacer kuyusunu tathir etmek zu'm-i
kazibesiyle Mekke-i Tahire'ye ve Cidde ve Medine'ye ve peygamberin kabrine hi-
cum edebileceklerdir. imdi Mislimanlara ve ba-husGs sehirler ahalisiyle SGdan
tariki Uizerinde kd'in Fizan ve Tecerhi ve Kavar ve Gadames ve Kanim ve Bornu ve
“Barroye H(iha"(?) ve Kano'da bulunan esraf-1 ‘urban ve mirabitine bu hustsdan
haber veriniz ki bundan bdyle re’s-i islam olan Mekke-i Tahire’nin nusreti iciin
hazer lizere olsunlar ve huccaca soyle ki bu sene Mekke'ye iyi silahlar ile karadan
varip deniz vapuruyla gitmesinler. Clinkl Hiristiyanlar Mislidmanlarin misellah
olduklarini Ka'be’nin nusreti Gizerinde bulunduklarini anlar ise anlari huccac ge-
milerinde habs ederler. iste bunu Allah ve peygamber iciin sana ve size sdyliiyo-
rum. Miintebih ve miteyakkiz olunuz ve disiliniiniz ki elde kili¢c oldugu halde
nusretle 6lmek magltb olarak yasamakdan ve ‘ar ile meserretten evladir. Sana
ve size selam.

Elif Sad — Mim Elif —= Mim - Sin
Bu harfler mahremdendir.
Bunlari unutma. Sa’ban sene 1311

Trablus’a gelirsem onlari senin ve sizin hatiriniza getiririm.

insaallah gelirim.
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Y.A.HUS.00292.00134.005
Trablusgarb Vilayeti

‘Aded

1

Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine

Devletlt Efendim Hazretleri,

Trablusgarb idare-i Mahs(isa Acentesi namina bu kere Paris'den imzasiz olarak
vur(d edip taraf-1 ‘aciziye tevdi’ olunan Arabc¢a mekt(ibda Biladi's-Sudaniye’den
Tumbuktu’'nun ecnebiler tarafindan istila edildiginden ve kariben diivel-i muh-
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telife etibbasindan tesekkil edecek konferansdan maksad-1 zahirede Mekke-i
Mukerreme'de intisar etmekte olan koleranin tedkikiyle men’-i esbabindan
‘ibaret ise de hakikat-1 halde ecnebilerin o belde-i mutahharay dahi zabt etmele-
ri fikrine mibteniidiginden bahisle nusret-i islam iciin bu sene huccacin esliha-yi
muntazama ile misellah olarak berren seferi tercih etmeleri yolunda ba'zi sozler
miinderic bulunmasina mebni mezklr mektib manzdr-1 ‘ali-i nezaret-penahileri
buyurulmak tzere zarfi ve Tirkgce terclimesiyle berdber ‘aynen ve leffen takdim
kilinmis olmagla ol babda emr U ferman hazret-i men-lehi’l-emrindir. Fi 9 Rama-
zan sene 1311 ve fi 4 Mart sene 1310.

Vali-i Trablusgarb

Ahmed Rasim
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Y.A.HUS.00292.00134.001
Bab-1 ‘Ali

Daire-i Sadaret

Amedi-i Divan-1 Himayun
3373

Ecnebilerin Bilad-1 Sudaniyeden Tumbuktu'ya vaki’ olan istilalarindan ve
Mekke-i Mikerreme’'de zuhGr eden koleranin tedkik ve men’-i esbab-1 intisar
vesilesiyle o belde-i tayyibeyi dahi zabt eylemek fikrinde bulunduklarindan bi’l-
bahs bu sene huccacin esliha-i muntazama ile berren sefer eylemelerini tercih
yolunda Trablusgarb idare-i Mahs(sa Acentesi ndmina Paris’den imzasiz olarak
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Sonug

Osmanli, “en uzun yiizyili"nda gli¢ kaybetmesine ragmen Bliylk Sahra’daki
Tirk-Fransiz rekabetinin bir parcasi olarak boélgedeki gelismeleri olanaklar dlgu-
stinde yakindan takip etmistir. Fransizlarin Bati Afrika iclerine ilerleyisleri, demir
yollari ve telgraf hatti insalari hakkinda makale cevirileri arsivlerde yerini almis-
tir. Bunun yani sira Il. Abdilhamid bolgenin yonetimi, cografyasi ve ekonomisi
hakkinda bilgilere 5nem vermis ve bununla ilgili bilgi notu da hazirlanmustir. Al-
manlarin Nijer havzasindaki arastirmalari icin Osmanli‘dan izin ve kolaylik talebi
de Osmanli'nin bu donemde dahi bolgedeki etkisini gostermesi agisindan dikkat
cekicidir. ilgili belgeler Osmanli'nin hilafet giiciiniin ve bélgedeki hakimiyetinin
zimnen de olsa kabull biciminde yorumlanabilir. Almanlar da bu hilafet guict-
niin farkinda olarak Nijer havzasi arastirmalari icin birden ¢ok kez izin ve kolaylik
talebinde bulunmuslar ve sonunda Il. Abdiilhamid’in bdlgede arastirma yapa-
cak uzmanlara kolaylik gosterilmesini emreden bir fermanini almaya muvaffak
olmuglardir. Son olarak bdlgenin en énemli merkezi kabul edilen Timbuktu'nun
Fransizlar tarafindan istila edilmesinin sifreli ve isimsiz bir ihbar mektubuyla ha-
ber alinmasi, Osmanli’'nin bélgeyle ilgili istihbarat kaynaklarinin gesitliligini gos-
termesi bakimindan kayda degerdir.
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Gorsel 1 Almanlara Nijer nehri havzasi icin verilen iznin miisveddesi.
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Oz: Bati Afrika, silahli catismalar, terdrizm, yasadisi ticaret ve uluslararasi gerginliklerle
karakterize edilen surekli glivensizligin damgasini vurdugu bir bolgedir. Bati Afrika,
¢ok sayida tilkenin ¢ok sayida dogal kaynak tizerinde ¢ikarlarinin oldugu ¢cok 6nemli bir
bdlgedir. Fransa, ABD ve son zamanlarda Rusya gibi tilkelerin Bati Afrika’daki tlkelerle
diplomatik alanda faaliyet gostermelerinin nedeni de budur. Ancak soylendigi gibi,
bolgede istikrar,, glivenlik eksikligi ve terdrist gruplarin yayilmasi nedeniyle sekteye
ugramaktadir. isyanci gruplarin ve terérist gruplarin cok giiclii hale geldigi ve tiim
Sahel bolgesinin bu tlr isyanlar yasamasina neden oldugu Mali érnegdi budur. Fransa,
ABD ve Ecowas’in miidahaleleri bir 6l¢tide yardimci olmustur ancak bazi dénemlerde
durumu daha da kétilestirmistir. Ve 2012, MUJAO veya AQMI gibi isyanci gruplarin
gliclendigi ve Mali'nin kuzeyini kontrol ettigi yil olmustur. Bu sorunlarin kéklerini anla-
mak icin tarihe geri ddnmemiz gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terorizm-Bati Afrika-glivensizlik-jeopolitik-uluslararasi midaha-
leler
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Abstract: The West African region is characterized by a pervasive atmosphere of inse-
curity, with a prevalence of armed conflicts, terrorism, illicit trade and international
tensions. The region is of significant geopolitical importance, with numerous coun-
tries possessing interests in its abundant natural resources. This has led to a prolifer-
ation of diplomatic relations between West African countries and external powers,
including France, the United States and Russia. However, as has been previously
observed, the region is often constrained by a lack of security and the proliferation of
terrorist groups. As in the case of Mali, where rebel and terrorist groups have become
particularly strong and have caused the whole Sahel region to experience insurgen-
cies. The interventions of France, the United States and Ecowas have helped to some
extent, but in some periods have worsened the situation. 2012 was the year when
terrorist groups such as the MNLA, MUJAO or AQMI gained strength and controlled
the north of Mali. In order to gain an understanding of the origins of these issues, it is
necessary to examine the historical context in which they emerged.

Keywords: Terrorism-West Africa-insecurity-géopolitics-international interventions

Giris

Bati Afrika cografyasi sadece zengin kiltiirel cesitliligi ve dogal kaynaklariyla
degil, ayni zamanda sosyo-politik dinamiklerini stirekli olarak sekillenen karmasik
jeopolitik zorluklar agiyla da karakterize edilmektedir. Bati Afrika’da yer alan ¢cok
sayida ulke arasinda Mali, Sahra Alti Bélgesi'ndeki bazi Glkelerin karsi karsiya kal-
digi glivenlik sorunlari agisindan aciklanmaya deger bir 6rnek teskil etmektedir
¢linki bu tlke i¢ cekismeler ve krizler, dis miidahaleler ve bélgesel glic dinamik-
lerinin karmasik etkilesimini biinyesinde barindirmaktadir.

Sahel'in kavsak noktasinda yer alan Mali, her zaman Bati Afrika’da karsilasilan
daha genis ¢capli zorluklarin bir mikrokozmosu olarak gorilmustir. Yakin tarihi ve
daha dogrusu 2012'den bu yana siyasi istikrarsizlik, silahli catismalar ve terdrizm
ile karakterize edilen Mali'deki krizin bu yonleri, bolgedeki jeopolitik gerilimlerin
¢ok yonlu dogasini hatirlatmaktadir. Mali’'nin kuzeyinde Tuareg isyaninin pat-
lak vermesinden Terér érgiitii Ensar Dine ve islami Magrip El Kaidesi (AQMI) gibi
cihatci gruplarin sayisindaki ani artisa kadar Mali, yerel sikayetler ile kiresel gu-
venlik endiseleri arasindaki karsilikl bagimliliklari gdstermektedir. Bununla birlik-
te, Mali'nin kuzeyinde var olan glivenlik sorunlarini derinlemesine anlamak igin
tlim Bati Afrika bolgesinin jeopolitik durumuna bakmak gerekmektedir. Bélgede
nufuz elde etmek icin can atan uluslararasi toplumun varligina odaklaniimalidir.
Mali'nin komsulari olan Nijer, Burkina Faso ve Moritanya gibi tlkelerin yani sira
Fransa, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve cesitli uluslararasi 6rgtler gibi dis aktor-
lerin katihmi krizin ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu kanitlamaktadir. Dahasi, altin ve
uranyum gibi dogal kaynaklarin varlig, dis aktorler kaosun ortasinda ekonomik
Ustlinlik icin rekabet ederken Bati Afrika'nin jeopolitik durumun karmasikhigina
bir katman daha eklemektedir.
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Bu baglamda, bu makale Bati Afrika’'nin jeopolitik karisimini Mali'nin odak
noktasi oldugu bir analizle ortaya ¢ikarmayi amaglamaktadir. Mali'nin karsi kar-
stya oldugu tarihsel dnciilleri, glincel zorluklari, bolgenin jeopolitik manzarasinin
daha kapsamli bir sekilde anlagiimasini saglamaya calisacagiz. Bu makalede tarih-
sel, siyasi, ekonomik ve glivenlik perspektiflerini biitiinlestiren ekonomik bir yak-
lasimi bir arada denerken, krize derinlemesine mudahil olmalarina ragmen Ocak
2013'te Fransiz miidahalesinin Mali’'nin kuzeyindeki kilit kasabalari kurtardiginda
gordugimiiz gibi durumun daha da kétiilesmesini engelleyemeyen uluslararasi
varligi da ele alinacaktir (Lyammouri, 2021:1).

Bu faktorlere odaklanilarak, Bati Afrika’daki jeopolitik durumun karmasikhdi
hakkinda daha fazla bilgi edinilmeye calisilacaktir.

Bu makalenin ilk bolimiinde, giivenlik sorunlari analiz edilirken bdlgenin je-
opolitik 6Gnemine de odaklanmaya calisilacak, ikinci boliimde Mali'deki tarihsel
glvenlik sorunlari incelenecek ve son boliimde uluslararasi miidahalelerin yani
sira ECOWAS'In midahalelerinden bahsedilecektir.

Genel Afrika Baglami Bolgenin jeopolitik 6nemi

Bati Afrika, Avrupalilar gelmeden 6nce bile 15. ylizyildan beri cok stratejik
bir jeopolitik alan olmustur. Ancak bu konuya girmeden 6nce jeopolitigin ne
olduguna dair kavramsal bir analiz yapmak 6nemlidir. Jeopolitik, cografya ve
siyaset kelimelerinin birlesiminden olusur ve bu nedenle cografi, ekonomik ve
siyasi faktorler arasindaki iliskilerle ilgilidir. Uluslararasi politikaya uygun olarak
cografyanin gii¢ Gzerindeki etkisini inceler. Bu kavram ilk olarak Rudolph Kellen
tarafindan ortaya atilmistir (Akinfeye, 2014: 18). “Larousse” sozligiinde jeopolitik
kelimesi “Devletlerin cografyasi ile politikalari arasindaki iliskiyi inceleyen bilim
dali” olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Dolayisiyla jeopolitik, Glkelerin iyi tanimlanmis bir
bolgede oynadiklari gii¢ oyunuyla yakindan baglantilidir. Gordigiimiz gibi, bu
“savasin” diplomatik, ekonomik ve siyasi cikarlar pesinde kosan ¢ok sayida aktor-
leri vardir. Tum bu faktorleri goz 6niinde bulundurursak, Bati Afrika'nin bircok
dis aktorler icin uzun zamandir biyuk jeopolitik 6neme sahip bir bolge oldugu
soylenebilir.

Jenne ve Timbuktu'nun isgalini isteyen Songhai imparatoru Sunni Ali'nin
(1464-1492) 6nemi nedeniyle 6nce Nijer topraklarini ele gecirmeye calismasini
ornek verilebilir. Bu durum, Bati Afrika’daki altinin kontroliinii ele gecirmek iste-
yen Sudanli imparatorlar gibi diger imparatorlar icin de gecerliydi. Avrupalilarin
gelisi, esas olarak dogal kaynaklari nedeniyle bu bélgenin diinya icin jeopolitik
onemini arttirdi. (Akinfeye, 2014: 20).

Bati Afrika'ya yonelik jeopolitik yonelimin doruga ulasmasi 15. ylzyilin bas-
larinda kole ticaretinin baslamasi ve 400 yil kadar stregelmesiyle miimkiin ol-
mustur (Delibas, 2020). Portekiz, Fransa, ingiltere gibi tlkeler tiim topraklarin ve
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dogdal kaynaklarin kontroli icin siddetli bir miicadele baslatmis, ayni zamanda
kolelik aglarini gelistirmislerdir. Bu sistem, Bati Afrika’'nin jeopolitik dGneminin
en avantajli yoni olmaya devam etmistir ¢clinkii Avrupa’nin ekonomik acidan
Ustlinltk saglamasina yardimci olmus ve 1914'te baslayan birinci diinya savasi-
na kadar egemenliklerini stirdirmislerdir (Akinfeye, 2014: 25). O zamana kadar
kélelik sona ermis ve Fransa, ingiltere ve Portekiz'in sémiirgeler kurmasiyla Bati
Afrika'nin isgali tamamlanmistir. Dolayisiyla birinci diinya savasi basladiginda
Bati Afrikali askerler savasta Avrupalilara yardim etmeye devam etmis, ozellik-
le Fransa Bati Afrika’dan ¢ok sayida asker toplamis, onlari diinya savasi sirasin-
da ihtiyac duyduklarinda kullanmiglaridir. Fransa’yi Bati Afrika bdlgesinin insan
guictinii kullanan ingilizler takip etmistir. Bu hususlari dikkate aldigimizda, Bati
Afrika'nin diger uluslar icin jeopolitik 6neminin ilk asamasinin, asker devsirme
oldugu asikardir (Akinfeye, 2014: 29).

Bati Afrika'nin ikinci jeopolitik dnemi, 6zellikle Avrupa’da meydana gelen
sanayi devrimi sirasinda sahip oldugu urlnler ve kaynaklar agisindan olmustur.
Fransa, Blyuk Britanya ve Portekiz gibi tlkeler Bati Afrika’da bulunabilecek ham-
madde ve nihai Urtinlere ihtiya¢ duyduklarini anlamislardir. Kakao, palmiye yagi,
pamuk, yer fistigi ve arap zamki gibi kaynaklar, Bati Afrika kolonileri lizerinde Us-
tinlik kuran bu ulkeler icin baslica dnemli olan Urlnler arasindaydi. Ayrica bdl-
ge, cografi konumu g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda kiiresel jeopolitigin icinde
yer almistir. Ornegdin, Senegal’in baskenti Dakar, Amerika kitasina tiim tilkelerden
daha yakindir ve bu mesafe, Urlinlerin diger Ulkelere perakende satisi icin hayati
bir nokta olmustur. Profesér Olajompo Abayomi Akinyeye'ye gore :

Somurge déneminde Bati Afrika, somirgeci efendilerinin kritik anlarda vaz-
gecilmez buldugu hayati maden kaynaklarinin bulundugu bir depoydu [...],
Sierra Leone demir cevheri sahasi o dénemde ingiltere>nin demir cevheri ihti-
yacinin ylzde 50'sini karsiliyordu. Bélge halen diinyanin ihtiya¢ duydugu ha-
yati minerallerin deposu olmaya devam ediyor. Bunlardan belki de en nem-
lisi, sevqili tlkemiz Nijerya’nin dlinyaya arzinda bdlgede basi ¢ektigi ham
petroldiir. Digerleri ise nukleer enerjinin Uretildigi uranyumdur. Dlinyadaki
nukleer gliclerden biri olan Fransa’nin kendine ait uranyum yatagi yoktur;
bu Grlnun buylk 6lclide eski somirgesi Nijerden temin edilmesine baghdir
(Akinfeye, 2014: 34).

Bu durum, Bati Afrika’'nin baska yerlerdeki sanayi ekonomilerini ayakta tutmak
icin gerekli kaynaklarin saglanmasinda oynadigi 6nemli rolii vurgulamaktadir.

Bati Afrika Bolgesindeki Giivenlik Sorunlari

Bati Afrika her zaman siddet ve catismalarin damgasini vurdugu bir bolge
olmustur ve bu durum bélgenin givenligi acisindan dogrudan sonuglar do-
gurmustur. Bu glvenlik sorunlari bazi faktorlerle aciklanabilir. Alexandre Marc,
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Neelam Verjee ve Stephen Mogaka'ya gore Bati Afrika’daki glivenlik sorununun
temel nedenlerinden biri hizli ntifus artigidir. Bu hizh biiylimenin agir bir yiik ha-
line geldigini ve kendilerini hizla yeniden kesfetmek zorunda kalan kurumlarin
genellikle esitlik sorunlari yasadigini, bunun da onlari etkisiz ve gayrimesru hale
getirebilecegini savunuyorlar (Marc, Verjee, Mogaka, 2015: 3). Bati Afrika’daki
glivensizlik sorunu yeni degildir, ancak 2010 yilindan bu yana uluslararasi aktor-
lerin dikkatini cekmeye baslamistir. Ornegin Nijerya'da Boko Haram gibi terdrist
gruplarla yasanan karisiklik, Bati Afrika'da yaygin olan glivensizligi gostermeye
hizmet etmistir. Tarihe, 6zellikle de Bati Afrika llkelerinin cogunun bagimsizlik-
larini kazandiklari doneme, yani 1960 ile 1975 yillan arasina, ama ayni zaman-
da ilk devlet baskanlarinin ortaya cikisina kadar geri gidersek, glivensizlik soru-
nunun derin kdkleri oldugunu goririz. Ote yandan, 1967-1970 yillari arasinda
Nijerya’'da yasanan Biafra savasi, 1989 yilinda Liberya’da yasanan i¢ savas, 2000'li
yillarin basinda Sierra Leone’de yasanan savas, Gine-Bissau’da yasanan i¢ savag
ve 2003 yilinda Fildisi Sahili'nde yasanan i¢ savas gibi catismalar her zaman kanli
olmustur (Marc, Verjee, Mogaka, 2015: 7).

Buna ek olarak, Bati Afrika’daki glivenlik eksikligi terorist gruplarin cogalma-
siyla daha da kotilesmistir. Bunun nedeni, Bati Afrika’nin bazi bolgelerindeki te-
ror orgltleri ve isyancilarin, sug sebekeleri gibi bolgeyi istikrarsizlastirmakta ¢ika-
ri olan aktorlerle ve ayni zamanda bu tir ¢atismalar ortaya ¢iktiginda pragmatik
bir sekilde tepki vermeyen devlet diizeyinde baglantilar kurmus olmalaridir. Bazi
devletlerin zayifligi da bolgedeki glivensizligin stirmesinde bir baska faktordr.
Devletler, Bati Afrika'yl onlarca yildir rahatsiz eden guvenlik sorunlarini 6n go-
rememekten sorumludur. Sonug olarak, terér érgutlerinin ve isyancilarin yayil-
masina karsi koymak icin uygun dnlemleri uygulamakta basarisiz olmaktadirlar
(Lyammouri, 2021:2).

Bati Afrika’daki glivenlik meselelerine iliskin tim bu faktorleri géz 6nlinde
bulundurdugumuzda, meselenin ciddiyetinin en st noktada oldugunu séyle-
mek mimkiindir. Mali, Burkina Faso, Nijerya veya Nijer'deki terdrist gruplarin
yeniden canlanmasi, bdlgedeki glivenlik sorunlarinin bozulmasinda ana roli
oynayan aktorlerdir. Diger faktorler ise genellikle devletleri zayiflatan darbeler-
dir ve on yillardir darbelerin Bati Afrika’da gergek bir sorun oldugunu bir¢cok kez
gorulmistir. Sahel’deki pek cok tilkenin zayif olmasinin sebebi de budur ¢iinki
terdrist gruplarla miicadelede hiikiimetin politikalarina yardimci olabilecek ya da
glivensizlik sorununu ¢6zmek icin yeterli 6nlemleri alabilecek gii¢li kurumlara
sahip degillerdir.
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1. Mali'deki Giivensizligin Tarihi

MOROCCO

ALGERIA

Resim 1: Mali ve Sahel Bélgesi. Kaynak: Avrupa Komisyonu insani Yardim Ofisi, 2
Agustos 2012

a.Tarihsel Siireg

Mali’deki krizin kokleria tarihi, siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyo-ekonomik faktorlerin
birlesimine dayanmaktadir. Mali'nin en 6nemli faktori olan siyasi istikrara gelin-
ce, tlke ozellikle siyasi miicadelelerin damgasini vurdugu darbelerle yillarca siya-
si istikrarsizlik yasadi. Baslica darbeler 1968'de Modibo Keita’nin Moussa Traoré
tarafindan devrilmesi ve ardindan 1991'de Moussa Traoré'nin Yarbay Amadou
Toumani Touré tarafindan hikkiimetten alinmasina yol acan halk ayaklanmasidir.
2012 darbesinde ise Mali‘deki istikrarsizlik &nemli bir rol oynamis ve tlkeyi on yil
surecek bir krize stiriiklemistir. Mali krizi 2012 yilinda iki ana nedeni olan bir dizi
olayla baslamistir: Mali'nin kuzeyindeki Tuareg isyani ve Amadou Toumani Touré
rejimine karsi Yiizbasi Amadou Haya liderligindeki darbe. Bu iki olay Mali'nin ku-
zeyindeki isyanci ve cihatgi gruplari gliclendirmistir.

Ancak 2012'de yasanan bu krizi ve Tuaregler tzerindeki etkilerini daha iyi an-
layabilmek icin konuyu bir baglama oturtmak gerekmektedir. Diger Bati Afrika
lkeleri gibi Mali de topraklarinin béliinmesi konusunda somiirgeciligin sonucla-
rini tecriibe etmistir. Bagimsizliktan sonra yeni Mali hiikimeti agresif dnlemlerle
tim Ulkede gliclini pekistirmeye calismistir. Bu agresif dnlemler bir sekilde dl-
kenin belli bolgelerinde ama 6zellikle Mali'nin kuzeyinde bazi etnik topluluklarin
marjinallesmesine yol agmistir. Merkezi Mali devletinin bu yaklasimi, Tuaregler
arasinda zaten var olan ve 20. ve 21. ylzyillarda devrimlere, siyasi patlamalara ve
isyanlara yol acan duygulari ve hayal kirikligini daha da siddetlendirmistir. Merke-
zi hiikimet politikalari tarafindan uzun siiredir ihmal edildiklerini ve 6tekilestiril-
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diklerini hisseden Mali'nin kuzeyindeki Tuareg halki, bagimsizliga yol acabilecek
daha fazla 6zerklik arayislarinda her zaman silaha ve isyana basvurmustur. 2012
yilinda yasanan olaylar, Libya’da Kaddafi rejiminin diismesi basta olmak lzere
bircok faktoriin sonucudur. Libya'daki krizin ardindan Tuareglerin geri doni-
sU, 2012'de Mali'de baslayan krizin boyutunu daha da arttirmistir (Chauzal, Van
Damme, 2012: 17).

Ulke icinde de Kuzey Tuaregleri siklikla tilkede hiikiim siiren giivensizlikle ilis-
kilendirilmistir. Bunun 6tesinde, Amadou Toumani Touaré rejimi Mali’'nin kuzeyi
ile glineyi arasindaki esitsizlikleri vurgulamistir. Araplar ve Tuaregler belirli kay-
naklarin dagiliminda esitsizlikler oldugunu diistintiyorlardi (Diallo, 2017). Belirli
kaynaklara erisimdeki bu esitsizlik, Kuzey'de yasayanlarin uzun siire bagimsizlik
talep etmelerine yol agmistir. Tuareglerle ilgili bu sorun, Mali, Nijer, Burkina Faso,
Cezayir ve Libya tarafindan paylasilan bir topluluk olduklari icin onlarca yildir de-
vam etmektedir. Tuaregler daha sonra periyodik olarak Mali devletine karsi isyan
etmis, Mali'nin kuzeyinde isyanci gruplar olusturmus ve sonunda Sahel’i etkile-
yen oldukca yiksek bir glivensizlik seviyesine ulasmislardir. Pek cok gozlemci en
onemli faktoriin Kuzeyde yasayanlarin hayal kirikhigr olduguna inaniyor ve bazi
terdrist gruplarin idealleri ugruna savasmak tizere adam toplamasina izin veren
de ayni hayal kirikligi oldugunu dile getiriyor. Ousmane Aly Diallo makalesinde,
insan Haklari izleme Orgiitii’'niin gériistiigi Mali'nin kuzeyindeki bir Fulani kabile
reisinden su alintiyi yapiyor: (Diallo, 2017: 31)

Cihatcinin siyaseti devlete daha iyi bir alternatif sunmaktir. Halkimiz devle-
ti glivenlik ve hizmetle degil, daha ¢cok yagmacilik ve ihmalle iliskilendiriyor.
1991'den beri eskiyaliktan sikayet ediyoruz ama hicbir sey yapilmadi. 2015
yilinda cihatcilarin varhd artti; insanlar bizi, hayvanlarimizi ve mallarimizi,
Ozellikle de Tuareg zorbacilarindan koruyabildikleri icin onlara katiliyor. Ada-
let yok, ineklerimiz caliniyor, insanlarimiz éldirdltyor ... cihatgilar buna cevap
veriyor.

Mali’nin kuzeyinde yasayanlari harekete geciren duygu budur ve bu nedenle
isyanci ve terdrist gruplar 1960’lardan bu yana her zaman glvensizligin ana fail-
leri olmustur. Terdrist gruplarin cogaldigi bir diger donem ise 2006 yilinda silahh
gruplarin bélgeleri icin daha fazla taninma ve 6zerklik talep etmeleriyle baslamis-
tir. Yillar stiren hayal kirikhiginin ardindan, 2012 yilinda terérist gruplarin ve isyan-
allarin guglerini birlestirerek iddialarini zorla kabul ettirmeye calismasiyla durum
tirmanisa ge¢mistir. Bu durum Ulkeyi bir glivensizlik kuyruguna siiriiklemistir ve
pek cok dis aktor catismaya dahil olmustur ( Sow, 2012: 13).

2012 krizinin Sonuglari, Silahli Gruplar ve Teroristlerin Ortaya Cikisi

Mali son on yilda Bati Afrika’nin en istikrarsiz tlkelerinden biri olmustur. 2012
yilinda Bati Afrika Glkesini ¢ifte kriz vurmustur: Yiizbasi Amadou Haya Sanogo
tarafindan bir darbe organize edilmistir. Ulkenin kuzeyinde Tuaregler tam ba-
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gimsizhklarini elde etmek icin bir devrim baslatmistir. Devrimden sonra isyancilar
ve muttefikleri kuzeydeki bazi sehirleri kontrol etmeye baslamislardir ve bunlarin
en onemlileri Gao, Kidal ve Timbuktu'dur (BBC News Afrique, 2012).

Bu durum buyik bir karnsiklik ve giivenlik sorunu yaratmis ve bu sorunlar
darbenin gerceklesmesinin ana nedenlerinden biri olmustur. Mali devletinin ki-
rilganhidi dyle bir hal almistir ki, cok uzun bir slire boyunca uluslararasi 6rgltler ve
Fransa gibi Ulkeler, El Kaide'ye bagli cihatgi grubu yenmesi icin hikiimete yardim
etmek Gzere miidahalede bulunmak zorunda kalmistir. Bu olaylar tlkeyi basarili
bir sekilde tam bir kaosa striklemistir. Ayni zamanda 2012'deki darbeden ve
Mali hukuk devletinin ¢oklisinden faydalanan terorist gruplarin cogalmasiyla
lke tam anlamiyla glivensiz bir duruma sokulmustur. O zamandan bu yana te-
rorist ve kriminal akimlar kontroli ele gecirerek bazi isyanci ve terdrist gruplarin
Mali'nin kuzey kesiminde etkili olmasina olanak saglamistir.

Alexis Arieff, Mali'deki krize iliskin raporunda, Birlesmis Milletlerin, “Dinin sa-
vunucular” anlamina gelen Ansar Al Deen ve Bati Afrika’da Birlik ve Cihat Hare-
keti gibi Mali'de halihazirda faaliyet gosteren dini gruplarla iliski kuran Magrip

Government control

Insurgent control
Malian Refugees and IDPs (thousands)

O nitial French deployments on January 11
4 Insurgent groups
Ansar al Deen
Ansar al Deen/AQIM

Tessa‘ljlt
KIDAEAGuelhok
Ansar al Deen
® Kidal

i
Timbuktu's MUWA
k’:oundamo

A
MQPT| o DolieRtza-~150Ng0

OMéngka

® Kayes

Sévdfe
®Segou

Bamako -
Sikagso
.

Asof 1/11/13
Resim 2. Catismanin baslamasindan bir yil sonra Mali'deki durum kaynak:
CRS. Temel harita Hannah Fischer tarafindan Esri Data 2012 kullanilarak
olusturulmustur’

1 Catismanin baslamasindan bir yil sonra Mali'deki durum kaynak: CRS. Temel harita Hannah Fischer tarafindan Esri
Data 2012 kullanilarak olusturulmustur. Projeksiyon: Winkle II, 29 Kasim, 2012. Gosterilen bilgi kaynaklari arasin-
da BM Miilteciler Yiksek Komiserligi (UNHCR) verileri, ABD Uluslararasi Kalkinma Ajansi (USAID) insani yardim
glincellemeleri, haber raporlari ve CRS réportajlari. aktaran Alexis Arieff, 2013.
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El Kaidesi teror orgitiiniin Mali'nin kuzeyine dogru genislemesinden duydugu
endiseyi Ozellikle vurgulamaktadir. Gao ve Kidal sehirleri de dahil olmak tzere
Mali’nin kuzeyinin neredeyse tamamini ele geciren bu terérist gruplar, bu bolge-
lerde seriat kanunlarini tesis etmislerdir (Arieff, 2013: 2).

Birlesmis Milletlerin Mali’deki duruma iliskin raporunda, terdrist gruplarin zu-
Iim yapmaya ve yeni Uyeler kazanmaya devam ettigi belirtilmis ve Mali'nin kuze-
yinde 3000 ila 15000 arasinda savas¢i oldugu tahminine yer verilmistir.

Bu haritada gorildigu tzere Gao ve Kidal gibi bolgelerde Fransa ve Amerika
Birlesik Devletleri gibi dis tlkelerin evrimine ragmen isyanci gruplarin bu bolge-
lerin kontroliinii ele gecirdigi goriilmektedir. Bu llkelerin ortaya koydugu caba-
lar, Ekim 2011 ile Ocak 2012 arasinda meydana gelen cesitli olaylarin bir sonucu-
dur. Ana olaylar, bazi Tuareg savasgilarinin Mali'nin kuzeyine dénerek Azawad'in
Kurtulusu Hareketini (MNLA) kurmasiyla baslamis ve ardindan Mali birliklerini ve
sivilleri hedef alan bir terdr saldirisiyla AQMI'nin varhigr hissedilmistir (Arieff, 2013:
12).

isyanci Gruplar

Tuaregler'in isyaniyla vurgulanan 2012 olaylarindan sonra, ¢esitli siddet yan-
lisi asirt dinci gruplar Mali'nin kuzeyinde giderek daha aktif hale gelmistir. Ancak
patlak veren ilk isyanci grup yine kuzeyde bulunan Kidal bolgesinden gelmistir
ve asil amaclari Kidal'daki glivencesizlik nedeniyle daha fazla taninmak ve yardim
almaktir. Bolgenin buyik bir bolimu ¢ollerden olusmaktadir ve iklim ozellikleri
nedeniyle tanim ve ciftcilik yapmak zordur (BBC News, 2012). Bu isyan Sovyetler
Birligi'nden gelen birliklerin de yardimiyla Malili askerler tarafindan kisa siirede
bastiriimistir. 1991’den 2012’ye kadar diger isyanci gruplar da merkezi devlete
karsi savasmaya baslamis ve Mali hikiumetinin Glkenin gilineyinde uyguladigi
politikalardan daha fazla yararlanma sansina sahip olmak ve kuzeyin mahrum
birakilmasinin adil olmadigini dile getirmek istemislerdir. 1991°deki isyan bu
kapsamda ¢ikmistir, ikinci isyan ise 2006'da Tuareg kabileleri tarafindan ger-
ceklestirilmistir ve bu isyanci grup cogunlukla Mali ordu gli¢lerine entegre olan
Tuaregler'den olusmaktaydi, askeri tsse saldiran ve lojistiklerinin cogunu alan bir
isyan yaratmislardir. Ancak Tuareg gruplar arasindaki bazi anlayis eksiklikleri ve
rekabetler nedeniyle isyan kolayca bastiriimistir. Ancak piskirtiilmelerine rag-
men isyanci gruplarin bazi (iyeleri 2006 yilinda daha sonra islami Magrip El Kaide-
si adini almis ve Demokrasi ve Degisim ittifakini (ADC) kurmustur (Sow, 2018: 14).

Arap Bahari'nin basladigi ve Kaddafi rejiminin sona erdigi 2011 yilinda, ara-
larinda Azawad'in Kurtulusu icin Ulusal Hareket'in (MNLA) de bulundugu bircok
isyanci grup, Libya krizinin bir parcasi olan isyanci gruplar tarafindan 2011 yilinda
kurulmaya baslamistir. Bu, Mali'nin kuzeyinde savasan Tuareg gruplari arasinda
blyuk bir destek olmustur c¢linki lojistikleri daha buyik hale gelmis ve bu ne-
denle en gui¢li isyanci grup haline gelen MNLA kurulmustur. Grup, Ocak 2012'de
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Mali merkezi devletine karsi isyan baslatmis ve Nisan 2012'de Dini grup Ansar
al Dine’nin yardimiyla Mali'nin kuzeyini kontrol altina almistir. 2012'deki krizden
sonra, ulusotesi cihatgi gruplar tlkedeki karisikhgi kullanarak bazi teror saldirilari
gerceklestirmis ve 6zellikle Gao ve Kidal'da islami bir devlet kurmak zorunda ol-
duklarini iddia ederek Kuzey niifusu icinde korku yaymislardir.

- Terorist Gruplar

Mali'deki catismanin baslangicindan bu yana, ¢cogu calisma AQIM’in yani sira
MNLA milliyetci silahli isyaninin faaliyetlerine odaklanmistir, bu nedenle en et-
kili terdrist gruplardan biri olan MUJAO'nun atalari g6z ardi edilmistir. Berahim
Sow'un aktardigi Jessica M. Huckabey'e gore MUJAO bazi yonlerden AQIM'in
soyundan gelmektedir ve Mali'nin kuzeyindeki diger cihatci gruplarla baglantili
dini gorinumli bir terdr orgitidir. MUJAO, Ekim 2011'de Cezayir'in glineyin-
de insani yardim alaninda calisan 3 Avrupali erkegi kagirarak bu diismanliklarina
baslamis. Ayni yilin aralik ayinda Moritanya’daki liderleri Hamada Ould Moha-
med Kheirou “Fransa’nin islam diismanhgi” nedeniyle Fransa’ya acikca savas ilan
etmistir. Ana hedefi tim Bati Afrika’yi islamlastirmak olan érgiit, Mart 2012'de
Cezayir'in glineyinde bir jandarmaya intihar saldirisi diizenlemistir ve aralik ayin-
da ABD orguti teror 6rgliti olarak kara listeye almistir (Sow, 20, 2018).

Pek ¢cok akademisyen bu 6rgiitii Ansar Dine ve Mali'deki diger bazi 6nem-
li terdrist gruplarla iliskilendirmistir ve Sow’a gore bu 6rgtitiin ana terér eylemi
Adustos 2015'te “Bylos” adli otele saldirmalari ve ayni zamanda ABD’nin baris
glicti operasyonlarinin bir parcasi olan 12 kisiyi 6ldiirmeleriyle gerceklesmistir.
Bahsedebilecegimiz diger terdrist gruplar ise islam ve Miisliimanlari Destekleme
Grubu’dur, bu terdrist grup ayni zamanda Mali'nin kuzeyindeki terérizmin ana
itici noktasi olan Ansar Al Dine’nin bir koludur (Sow, 23, 2018).

Bu haritadan da gorilebilecedi gibi, bu terdrist gruplarin faaliyetleri Mali top-
raklari Gizerinde blyuk bir etki yaratmis ve giivensizligine biyik katkida bulun-
mustur. Bu terorist gruplar, yoksullugun bir gercek oldugu bolgede ¢ok uzun bir
suredir faaliyet gostermektedir.

Ancak Sahel bdlgesinin bazi Avrupa Ulkeleri ve ayni zamanda Birlesmis Mil-
letler icin ne kadar 6nemli oldugu gorilmustir. Bu nedenle yazimizin son bolu-
miinde Mali vakasina ve Bati Afrika’daki glivensizlik sorunlarina yénelik miidaha-
lelere deginilecektir.

Mali’'deki Catismaya Dis Aktorlerin Miidahaleleri
Birlesmis Milletler ve Ecowas’in Mali'ye Miidahalesi

Teroristlerin Mali'nin kuzeyindeki ilerleyisi karsisinda BM, 25 Nisan 2013 tarihli
2100 sayili karartyla MINUSMA'y1 (Mali'de Birlesmis Milletler Cok Boyutlu Entegre
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Resim 3. Terdr orgutlerinin 2007-2021 yillari arasinda Sahel’deki faaliyetlerini
gOsteren harita, Kaynak: Mecra, 2022

istikrar Misyonu) olusturmaya karar vermistir (Anadolu Ajans, 2023 ve Minusma).
Bu barisi koruma misyonuna liderlik etmesi icin Fransa secilmistir. Minusma bu
nedenle tek PKO'dur: Sadece saglam ve uzun vadeli bir yetkiye sahip olmakla
ve Avrupa birliklerini icermekle kalmayip ayni zamanda ayni bélgede terorle
miicadele operasyonu yuriiten tek PKO'dur (Anadolu Ajans, 2023). Ayrica Birles-
mis Milletler, ECOWAS ve Afrika Birligi gibi bolgesel gliclerden olusan bir kuvvet
olan MISMA'dan gorevi devralmistir. Bu kez, diger baris operasyonlarindan farkli
olarak, BM her seyi kontrol etmeye ve alt-bolgesel 6rgitlerin is birligi ile ope-
rasyonlara liderlik etmeye karar vermistir. Dolayisiyla tim operasyonlarin sorum-
lulugunu Gstlenmistir. Bazi BM Uyelerinin bu baris operasyonuna katilmak icin
gosterdikleri cabaya da dikkat cekmek gerekir (Anadolu Ajans, 2023).

MINUSMA'nIn birincil gorevi siyasi stirece yardimci olmak ve destek vermek,
insan haklarina saygi gosterilmesini saglamak ve her seyden énce Mali'de serbest
secimlerin diizenlenmesini kolaylastirmakti. Diger barisi koruma operasyonlari-
nin aksine, MINUSMA bu midahalede tamamen farkh bir yaklasim benimsemis-
tir. Tarihsel olarak, BM operasyonlari sadece barisin korunmasina yardimci olmayi
ve savas sonrasi gegcisi kolaylastirmayi amacliyordu (Minusma, 2018). Ancak bu
kez gerektiginde gui¢ kullanimini temel alan tamamen farkli bir yaklasim benim-
senmistir. MINUSMA toplam olarak 15779 personeliyle yerini almistir (Minusma,
2023).
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Guvenlik Konseyi MINUSMA'ya sivillerin korunmasi, siyasi diyalog ve ulusal
uzlasmanin desteklenmesi ve insani yardim konularina odaklanma yetkisi ver-
mistir. (Minusma, 2018) Ancak Mali'deki 10 yillik varliginin ardindan, bu misyo-
nun etkinligi konusunda gorisler oldukca karisiktir: en dikkat ¢ekici eylemlerden
biri Malili yetkililerin “MINUSMA'nin derhal geri cekilmesi” talebidir? (BBC News,
2023).

Bu aciklama, Birlesmis Milletler misyonu ile Assimi Goita liderligindeki Mali
cuntasi arasinda yasanan cesitli anlasmazliklarin bir sonucudur. iki taraf arasin-
daki bu anlasmazliklar, giiveni sarsan bir dizi su¢lamanin ardindan gelmistir.
MINUSMA'nin insan haklari ve koruma bélimdi tarafindan hazirlanan rapor, Mali
ordusunu 2021'de Bounty katliamini gerceklestirmekle suclamistir ( United Nati-
ons, 2021).

Ecowas, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve Fransa’nin Miidahalesi

ECOWAS, ABD ve Fransa gibi aktorler terorle miicadele glindemlerinin bir
parcasi olarak Mali’"de demokratik diizenin yeniden tesis edilmesi ve terdristlerin
ilerleyisi ve Mali'nin kuzeyini isgal etmeleriyle miicadele etmek tizere silahli kuv-
vetlerini gorevlendirmekte gecikmediler.

2012 yilinda Mali'deki krizin patlak vermesinin ardindan ECOWAS, ana omur-
gasini diger Afrika tlkelerinden gelen birliklerin olusturdugu Maliigin Uluslararasi
Destek Misyonu’nun (MISMA) kurulmasi ¢agrisinda bulunmustur. ECOWAS bas-
langigta ECOMOG gondermeyi planliyordu. Bu misyonun amaci Tuareg isyaninin
ilerleyisini durdurmak ve anayasal diizeni yeniden tesis etmekti (Ecowas, 2022).
Ancak ECOWAS miidahalesi zor oldu ¢linki Mali cuntasi miidahaleyi istemedi ve
uluslararasi midahaleyi reddetti. Mali 6rneginde hem ECOWAS'In hem de Afri-
ka Birligi'nin glvenlik ve savunma sz konusu oldugunda zayiflik ve egemenlik
eksikligi belirtileri gosterdigini de belirtmek gerekir. Bu alt-bdlgesel orgiitle, de-
falarca anlasmazhga diisen Mali cuntasi, ECOWAS'in gorevini kolaylastirmamistir
(Al Jazeera, 2012).

Ancak BM, ABD ve 6zellikle Fransa'nin destegiyle ECOWAS 16 Haziran 2013'te
Fildisi Sahili'nde toplanarak Mali'nin kuzeyindeki Tuareg isyancilari ve islamcilar-
la savagsmak tizere Mali'ye 3.300 kisilik bir askeri glic génderme karari almistir (Al
Jazeera, 2012). Buna ek olarak, ECOWAS'In 2021 olarak belirledigi gecis tarihine
uymadigi gerekgesiyle Mali'ye bir dizi yaptinm uygulanmistir. 27 Subat 2022 ta-
rihi Mali cuntasi ile ECOWAS arasinda kararlastirilan tarihti ancak gecis donemi
bes bucuk yila uzatilmistir. Gecis déneminin uzatilmasina iliskin bu kararin ar-
dindan ECOWAS 9 Ocak 2022 tarihinde olaganustl bir zirve diizenlemistir. Bu
zirvenin ardindan UEMOA (Bati Afrika Ekonomik ve Parasal Birligi) tarafindan bir

2 16 Haziran 2023 Cuma giinii Mali Disisleri Bakani Abdoulaye Diop, Birlesmis Milletler Glivenlik Konseyi'nin hu-
zuruna cikarak MINUSMA'nin “gecikmeksizin” geri ¢ekilmesi cagrisinda bulundu.
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dizi ekonomik yaptirim onaylanmistir. ECOWAS Ulkeleriile Mali arasindaki kara ve
hava sinirlarinin kapatilmasi ECOWAS (lkelerinin biytkelcilerinin geri cagrilmasi,
ECOWAS lilkeleri ile Mali arasindaki tiim mali ve maddi islemlerin askiya alinmasi
ve Mali Cumhuriyeti’nin ECOWAS bankalarindaki varliklarinin dondurulmasi gibi
yaptirimlar giindeme alinmistir (Voice of Africa, 2012).

Deginecegimiz ikinci miidahale Fransa’nin miidahalesidir; Mali'deki catis-
maya en fazla midahil olan Avrupa Ulkesi asagi yukari Fransa olmustur. Aslinda,
Serval ve Berkane misyonlari olmak tizere iki askeri operasyonda yer almistir. ilk
misyon 11 Ocak 2013 tarihinde Mali hiikiimetinin talebi tizerine BM gbzetiminde
baslatilmistir. Mathieu Bere'ye gore, Azawad grubunun Mali’'nin kuzeyinde kendi
devletlerini kurmasinin ardindan baslatilan bu misyonun ¢ ana hedefi vardi:

“1) Silahh gruplarin Bamako'ya dogru ilerleyisini durdurmak icin Mali ordusu-
na yardim etmek,

2) isyanailar tarafindan ele gecirilen kuzey sehirlerinin kontroliinii yeniden
kazanarak Mali'nin topraklarinin bitinligind ve birligini korumasina yar-
dimci olmak

3) Mali'nin silahli kuvvetleri icin Afrika liderligindeki Uluslararasi Mali Destek
Misyonu (AFISMA) ve Avrupa Birligi Egitim Misyonu (EUTM) olmak lzere
iki tamamlayici misyonun konuslandiriimasi yoluyla uluslararasi kararlarin
uygulanmasini kolaylastirmak.” (Fransa Savunma Bakanligi 2013, aktaran
Mathieu Bere)

Sahel bolgesinin jeopolitik dnem, Fransa gibi uluslararasi aktorlerin El-Kaide
gibi terorist gruplarin Bati Afrika’da gelismesine izin veremeyecekleri kadar bu-
yuktl. Temel amag, durumun Talibanlar tarafindan kontrol edilen Afganistan
gibi bir hale gelene kadar kétlye gitmesini dnlemekti ( Bere, 2017: 65). Fransa’nin
diger misyonu olan Berkane, 1 Agustos'ta Mali silahli kuvvetleri ile birlikte kurul-
mustur.

2014'Gn ana misyonu Mali'nin kuzeyindeki El Kaide'ye bagl orgutleri geri
puskurtmek ve Tuareg terdristlerinin kontroli altindaki Gao ve Kidal gibi bolge-
leri geri almakti.

Sonug

Bati Afrika’nin jeopolitik manzarasi terérizm ve giivensizlikle ic ice ge¢mis du-
rumdadir. Mali, 2010-2012 yillani arasinda isyanlar, terérizm ve bazi etnik siddet
olaylarinin yani sira siyasi istikrarsizligin da damgasini vurdugu karmasik sorun-
larin merkezi olmustur. Terdrist ve isyanci gruplarin cogalmasi sadece bdlgesel
istikrarsizigi tetiklemekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda bu gruplarin faaliyetleri ne-
deniyle Bati Afrika bolgesini bir glivenlik endisesi haline getirmistir. Bir yandan
cihatgi gruplarin cogalmasi ve El-Kaide'nin, diger yandan da daha fazla taninmak
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isteyen isyancilarin katiiminin Mali Devleti icin 6nemli bir zorluk haline geldigi
gOzlemlenmistir. Bazi terdrist gruplar Gao, Kidal ve hatta kuzeydeki Tombouctou
gibi kilit stratejik noktalarin kontroliinli ele gegirmis ve bu da bdlgenin parca-
lanmasina neden olmustur. Mali'nin darbe sonrasinda karsi karsiya kaldigi siyasi
belirsizlik, merkezi hiikiimetin terorist gruplarla mucadele icin etkili stratejiler
gelistirmesini kolaylastirmadi. Birlesmis Milletlerin barisi koruma misyonlari ve
Fransa’'nin Berkane ve Serval askeri operasyonlari da dahil olmak tzere Mali'de-
ki uluslararasi muidahaleler, isyancilarin ve teroristlerin ilerleyisini pliskiirtmede
etkili olmustur. Ancak, daha 6nce de belirtildigi gibi, bu askeri cabalar hi¢ de is-
tikrarh olmayan bir siyasi durum tarafindan baltalanmistir. Bu durum Mali'deki
ve genel olarak Sahel'deki glivenlik krizini daha da derinlestirmis ve bu yetersiz-
lik isyancilarin ve Tuareglerin lehine olmustur. Sonuc olarak Mali'ye yapilan dis
midahalelerin Mali'deki krizi daha da gliclendirdigi sdylenebilir. Bu midahale-
ler sadece bolinmisligu pekistirmekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda Malili yetkili-
lerin glivensizlikle miicadeleye etkin bir sekilde miidahale etme ¢abalarinin da
yok olmasina sebep olmustur. Simdi kilit soru, terdristlerin ve isyancilarin daha
fazla ilerlemesinin nasil dnlenecegidir. Mali’deki mevcut siyasi durum g6z 6ni-
ne alindiginda bu soruya cevap vermek zor. Ulke 2021’den bu yana bir darbe
sonrasinda iktidari ele geciren Assimi Goita tarafindan yonetiliyor ve Mali ordusu
Kidal gibi stratejik sehirlerin kontroliini yeniden ele gecirmis olsa da durum hala
kirllganhgini sirdirmektedir. Dolayisiyla, tiim bdlgenin guvenligi icin Mali'nin
mevcut liderleri iktidari Glkeyi glivenli hale getirdikten sonra sivillere iade etmeli
ve ECOWAS terdristlerle ve isyancilarla basa cikabilmek icin kapsamli bir refor-
ma tabi tutulmalidir. Bati Afrika’nin jeopolitik 6nemi uluslararasi miidahalelerde
de gorilmustdr, bu midahaleler kesinlikle yardimci olmus, ancak miidahalele-
ri daha cok kendi cikarlarini korumaya dayandigini da gozler 6nline sermistir.
ECOWAS lyesi Ulkeler, Nijer ve Burkina Faso gibi tlkelere musallat olan terdrist
gruplara karsi miicadele etmek icin birlesmelidir. Bu da kendilerini bagimsiz ilan
eden tiim Ulkelerin menfaatine olacaktir ki herhangi bir dis giice bel baglamak
zorunda kalmasinlar.
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Résumé: La démocratie est un concept en constante évolution dans les pays franco-
phones d’Afrique noire depuis plusieurs années. Au Mali, nous sommes confrontés a
une forme de démocratie qui reste implicitement non reconnue. Lobjectif principal
de cet article est de démontrer que le Mali expérimente une forme de démocratie
militaire qui ne dit pas son nom. Cette démonstration repose sur une analyse appro-
fondie des méthodes de gestion du pays, fondée sur les grands projets mis en place
depuis le début de la transition jusqu’a aujourd’hui, ainsi que sur une comparaison
avec quelques Etats dits démocratiques, afin de mettre en lumiére la spécificité du cas
malien. Cette étude est essentielle pour plusieurs raisons. Premiérement, elle couvre
tous les secteurs d'activité cruciaux pour la reconstruction d'un pays, en abordant les
domaines critiques nécessitant une attention particuliere. Deuxiemement, elle met
en évidence la singularité du régime en place, qui, malgré une période de transition,
déploie des efforts considérables pour refonder le systéme de gouvernance nationale.
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A notre connaissance, aucune recherche préalable n‘a abordé ce sujet, notamment
en se concentrant sur le cas spécifique du Mali. La situation au Mali présente une
forme innovante de gouvernance militaire, soulevant des questions importantes sur
la nature de la démocratie. En examinant ce modele unique a la lumiére des concepts
démocratiques internationaux, cet article cherche a comprendre et analyser les impli-
cations de cette expérience malienne. Cette étude vise a combler cette lacune en
offrant une analyse détaillée du paysage politique malien et des répercussions de son
modéle de gouvernance actuel.

Mots clés: Démocratie militaire, Gouvernance, Innovation démocratique, Gouver-
nance militaire, Mali

Abstract: Democracy is a concept that has been evolving in Francophone sub-Sa-
haran African countries for several years. In Mali, we are confronted with a form of
democracy that remains implicitly unrecognized. The main objective of this article
is to demonstrate that Mali is experimenting with a form of military democracy that
does not openly declare itself as such. This demonstration is based on a thorough
analysis of the country’s management methods, grounded in the major projects
implemented since the beginning of the transition up to the present day, as well as
on a comparison with several so-called democratic states, in order to highlight the
specificity of the Malian case. This study is essential for several reasons. Firstly, it covers
all the crucial sectors necessary for the reconstruction of a country, addressing the
critical areas requiring particular attention. Secondly, it highlights the uniqueness of
the current regime, which, despite being in a transitional period, is making significant
efforts to restructure the national governance system. To the best of our knowledge,
no prior research has addressed this topic, particularly focusing on the specific case of
Mali. The situation in Mali presents an innovative form of military governance, raising
important questions about the nature of democracy. By examining this unique model
in the light of international democratic concepts, this article seeks to understand and
analyze the implications of this Malian experience. This study aims to fill this gap by
providing a detailed analysis of the Malian political landscape and the ramifications of
its current governance model.

Keywords: Military democracy, Governance, Democratic innovation, Military gover-
nance, Mali

Introduction

La démocratie est un principe fondamental de la gouvernance moderne, mais
sa définition peut varier d'un pays a I'autre ou d'une communauté a I'autre (Rose
and Mishler, 2002). Autrement dit, les conceptions de la démocratie varient a tra-
vers le monde, influencées par des facteurs historiques, culturels, économiques
et géopolitiques (Ersson and Lane, 2013). Ces différences affectent des questions
telles que les institutions démocratiques, les droits et libertés individuels, la
participation citoyenne et la prise de décision. De plus, ces diversités soulévent
des questions sur lI'importance d'une définition commune de la démocratie a
I'échelle mondiale.
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Un concept de démocratie accepté de tous favoriserait I'établissement de va-
leurs et de normes communes et faciliterait ainsi la coopération internationale
dans le but de défendre les droits de 'homme (Pinkney, 2003). Aussi, une dé-
finition commune de la démocratie serait essentielle pour soutenir des valeurs
telles que la souveraineté populaire (Robert, 2007), I'égalité des droits (Castoria-
dis, 1997), la participation citoyenne (Bihlmann et al., 2012) et le respect des li-
bertés individuelles (Gerring, Thacker and Alfaro, 2012). Le partage de ces valeurs
permettrait aux pays de travailler ensemble pour protéger les droits de tous. En
d‘autres termes, une compréhension uniforme de la démocratie faciliterait le
dialogue et la coopération internationaux, réduisant ainsi les tensions diploma-
tiques résultant de différentes interprétations du concept.

Les questions de savoir premiérement si le Mali, sous la gouvernance d’un
régime militaire, connait une période de démocratie et deuxiemement de sa-
voir si cette démocratie n'est-elle pas une nouvelle forme de démocratie appelée
«démocratie militaire». Cette nouvelle forme implique une influence significative
des forces armées sur la politique, ou sur le gouvernement. Il est crucial d'analy-
ser la situation au Mali pour déterminer si elle représente une nouvelle forme de
démocratie.

Deux questions de recherche principales émergent de cette analyse :

1. Quelles sont les valeurs sur lesquelles repose une démocratie a I'échelle
internationale ?

2. Le Mali n'est-il pas en train de faire I'expérience d'une nouvelle forme de
démocratie ?

L'objectif premier de ce travail est de discuter en s'appuyant sur un cadre
théorique les caractéristiques de la démocratie a I'échelle internationale. Il sera
également question d'examiner les enjeux liés a la diversité du concept de dé-
mocratie ainsi que les conséquences de ces différences sur la coopération in-
ternationale et la stabilité politique. Le second objectif est de faire ressortir les
similarités dans la gouvernance, si elles existent, entre les régimes dits démocra-
tiques et le Mali. En effet, le Mali pourrait-étre en train de faire I'expérience d'une
nouvelle démocratie.

Cadre Theorique

La démocratie existe sous de nombreuses formes dans le monde, chacune
avec ses propres caractéristiques (Morlino, 2004). Les principaux types sont la
démocratie libérale, la démocratie directe et participative et la démocratie plura-
liste (Robert, 2007). La démocratie libérale repose sur une combinaison de prin-
cipes démocratiques et de garanties des droits individuels, avec des valeurs clés
telles que I'égalité, la liberté, I'Etat de droit et le pluralisme. Les principes fonda-
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mentaux comprennent le respect des droits de 'homme, la séparation des pou-
voirs, la participation politique et la liberté d'expression. Les critéres d'évaluation
comprennent la tenue d'élections libres, la protection des droits fondamentaux,
I'indépendance de la justice et la lutte contre la corruption.

La démocratie directe permet aux citoyens de participer directement a la
prise de décision politique, souvent par le biais de référendums ou d'initiatives
populaires (Munck, 2016). La démocratie participative, quant a elle, implique une
consultation continue des citoyens dans le processus politique, promouvant la
transparence et la responsabilité en permettant aux citoyens de participer ac-
tivement aux décisions politiques et a l'allocation des ressources (Biihimann et
al., 2012). Les systémes référendaires en Suisse et les budgets participatifs a Por-
to Alegre, au Brésil, peuvent compléter la démocratie représentative en offrant
des opportunités supplémentaires d'engagement civique (Dalton, Sin and Jou,
2007).

La démocratie pluraliste valorise la diversité des points de vue et des groupes
dans la société et encourage la liberté d'expression et le débat public (Le Pou-
rhiet, 2011). Les mécanismes institutionnels tels que les partis politiques et les
médias indépendants jouent un réle important. La démocratie pluraliste favorise
le compromis et la gestion pacifique des conflits tout en promouvant I'égalité
des chances et la participation active des citoyens (Coutant, 2017). Il est congu
pour assurer une gouvernance inclusive et représentative, méme s'il existe des
défis tels qu’une polarisation extréme.

Bref, ces différentes formes de démocratie présentent des caractéristiques
uniques qui affectent la maniere dont s'exerce la gouvernance et la participation
des citoyens au processus politique. Une démocratie se définit par plusieurs élé-
ments clés (Gerring, Thacker and Alfaro, 2012) : le respect des droits de I'hnomme
et des libertés individuelles, la séparation des pouvoirs et I'Etat de droit, des élec-
tions libres et équitables, ainsi que la participation citoyenne et la représentation
politique.

Les régimes autoritaires sont des régimes dans lesquels le pouvoir est concen-
tré entre les mains d’une seule personne ou d’un petit groupe et ne permettent
pas un véritable pluralisme politique (Ory, 2021). Les partis d'opposition sont
souvent interdits, les médias sont contrélés et la liberté d'expression et d’associa-
tion est restreinte. Le processus décisionnel est centralisé et les dirigeants autori-
taires exercent un contréle absolu sur les pouvoirs exécutif, |égislatif et judiciaire.
Les droits individuels sont souvent ignorés.

La démocratie repose sur les principes du respect des droits individuels,
d’élections libres et équitables, de séparation des pouvoirs et de I'Etat de droit
(Rose and Mishler, 2002). Il promeut le pluralisme politique, garantit la liberté
d'expression et encourage le débat public a travers des médias indépendants. La
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séparation des pouvoirs dans une démocratie vise a prévenir les abus de pouvoir
et a assurer un équilibre des pouvoirs entre les différentes branches du gouver-
nement (Gueye, 2009).

Les systemes totalitaires sont une forme extréme de régime autoritaire qui
cherche a controler tous les aspects de la vie politique, sociale et individuelle.
Ils se caractérisent par un contréle absolu exercé par I'Etat, une idéologie offi-
cielle, un culte de la personnalité du leader et I'existence d'un parti unique. Les
relations internationales de ces régimes peuvent étre tendues en raison de leur
expansion militaire ou de leur soutien a des mouvements radicaux (Dalton, Sin
and Jou, 2007).

Les systemes oligarchiques, contrairement a la démocratie, se caractérisent
par la concentration du pouvoir entre les mains d'une petite élite économique,
sociale et politique. Ces régimes conduisent a des inégalités sociales croissantes
et a une répartition inéquitable des ressources (Neubauer, 1967). Les démocra-
ties visent a promouvoir I'égalité, la participation citoyenne et des processus dé-
cisionnels transparents (Linde and Ekman, 2003).

Le Modéle De Gouvernance Actuel Au Mali

Le Mali, a traversé une période politique complexe qui a été caractérisée par
des transitions entre la gouvernance civile et militaire. Jusqu'au 16e siecle, le
pays a été un ancien empire influent, avant d'obtenir son indépendance en 1960
sous Modibo Keita, dont le régime socialiste a été renversé par un coup d’Etat
militaire en 1968.

Pendant plus de vingt ans, le pays a été dirigé de maniére autoritaire par le
lieutenant Moussa Traoré, jusqu’a ce qu’un autre coup d’Etat en 1991, mené par
Amadou Toumani Touré, ouvre une période démocratique avec I'élection d’Alpha
Oumar Konaré en 1992. Toutefois, des difficultés persistantes, comme les révoltes
au Nord et la montée du terrorisme, ont entrainé des coups d’Etat successifs,
dont celui de 2012.

Le Mali évolue depuis lors entre une gouvernance civile et militaire, avec une
transition récente menée par le Comité National pour le Salut du Peuple (CNSP)
aprés le renversement du président Ibrahim Boubacar Keita en 2020. Le CNSP qui
comporte a sa téte 5 officiers supérieurs de I'armée.

Roles et responsabilités des militaires

Les cing officiers en question occupent des postes clés au sein du gouverne-
ment de transition : le Président de la Transition, le Président du Conseil National
de Transition (CNT), le Ministre de la Défense et des Anciens Combattants, le Mi-
nistre de la Réconciliation, de la Paix et de la Cohésion Nationale et le Directeur
Général de I'Agence Nationale de la Sécurité d’Etat (ANSE).

Disiplinlerarasi Afrika Calismalari Dergisi, Cilt 2, Sayi 2, 2024, ss. 155-165

159



160

Patrice Racine DIALLO

Le Président de la Transition, a la téte des forces spéciales, joue un role crucial
dans la sécurisation du pays. Le Président du CNT, leader au sein de I'armée de
terre, participe activement a la prise de décisions stratégiques et a I'adoption des
lois du pays. Le Ministre de la Défense, figure importante de la garde nationale,
assure la défense et la protection des frontiéres. Le Ministre de la Réconciliation,
représentant de I'armée de l'air, ceuvre pour la cohésion nationale et la paix. En-
fin, le Directeur Général de 'ANSE, membre éminent de la garde nationale, garan-
tit la sécurité intérieure et le renseignement.

Processus décisionnel collectif

En raison de leurs pouvoirs variés, les décisions relatives a la gestion du pays
sont prises en concertation par les cinq officiers. Ce processus de décision collec-
tive assure une gouvernance équilibrée et partagée, éloignée de la centralisation
du pouvoir autour d'une seule personne. Chaque officier joue un réle institution-
nel significatif, contribuant ainsi a une forme de démocratie unique.

Projets et initiatives majeurs du régime militaire

Les dirigeants militaires maliens ont entrepris une série de grands projets qui
illustrent leur engagement envers une gouvernance démocratique. Selon Munck
and Verkuilen, 2002, aucune méthode ne permet de mesurer de maniére totale-
ment satisfaisante la nature ou le type d'un régime politique.

Les projets majeurs entrepris se répartissent comme suit:
Réformes politiques et institutionnelles

« Parachévement du processus de réorganisation territoriale
- Elaboration et I'adoption d'une nouvelle constitution

- Assainissement des partis politiques

« Réforme du systeme électoral

+ Poursuite du chantier de la régionalisation

Education

« Projet de réhabilitation de salles de classe, dans quatre-vingt-dix-neuf (99)
Centres d’Animation Pédagogique (CAP), sur I'ensemble du territoire Na-
tional

« Lancement du Programme national déducation aux valeurs (PNEV), pilier
fondamental pour la refondation du Mali

« Adoption d’'un budget par le Conseil National de Transition pour la créa-
tion d’universités a Sikasso, Tombouctou et Gao d'ici 2030
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Diplomatie

« Imposition du respect de la Souveraineté du Mali
« Imposition du respect des choix stratégiques du Mali
«  Prise en compte des intéréts du peuple malien

Défense et Sécurité

« Recouvrement de l'intégrité territoriale et la souveraineté nationale

- Déclenchement de plusieurs opérations militaires d'envergures a travers
le pays

« Acquisition déquipements militaires dont des drones et des aéronefs
adaptés aux réalités géographiques

« Lancement du Projet de Rédaction de I'Histoire Militaire du Mali (Février
2024), dans le cadre de la refondation du systéme de défense’

Economie

- Digitalisation des moyens de paiement et des services publics dans le
cadre de la lutte contre la corruption (Top, 2024)

Transports?

« Lancement des travaux d'aménagement routier du trongon Bamako-Kou-
likoro (Juillet 2024) dans le cadre des actions visant la refondation de I'Etat
et aussi a répondre aux «besoins spécifiques et Iégitimes» des Maliens

« Lancement des travaux d'aménagement routier a Kati (Février 2024)
conforme a la vision de la Transition concernant la modernisation de
toutes les villes et de doter le pays d'infrastructures routiéres adéquates

Energie®

« Construction de centrales solaires et de postes et lignes de transport de
I'8lectricité

« Renforcement des capacités de production des centres indépendants

avec de nouveaux groupes électrogénes et toilettage profond des textes
régissant le secteur de I'énergie

Plusieurs actions sont engagées pour donner au systeme énergétique ma-
lien, les instruments modernes nécessaires a son redressement et a la dynamisa-
tion de son développement.

1 https://koulouba.ml/ (Consulté le 23 juillet 2024 a 17h 00)

2 https://koulouba.ml/ (Consulté le 23 juillet 2024 a 17h 15 minutes)

3 https:/lessor.ml/posts/mali-secteur-energetique-les-grands-chantiers-structurants-de-la-transition-6694efbc-
44c8e (Consulté le 23 juillet 2024 a 17h 45 minutes)
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Ces projets ne visent pas seulement a améliorer la transparence et l'effica-
cité du gouvernement, mais aussi a répondre directement aux besoins et aux
préoccupations de la population. En ceuvrant par exemple pour la digitalisation,
le gouvernement malien cherche a simplifier les interactions entre |'Etat et ses
citoyens, réduisant ainsi les opportunités de corruption et facilitant l'acces aux
services essentiels. Ces initiatives permettent également de stimuler I'économie
en modernisant les infrastructures financiéres, ce qui peut aider le peuple a sortir
de la misére.

Les Jugements Portés A L'endroit De La Democratie Militaire Au Mali

Stabilité politique: L'un des principaux défis de la démocratie militaire au
Mali est de garantir une stabilité politique durable. Malgré une instabilité chro-
nique et une rupture de l'ordre constitutionnel. La capacité de I'armée a mainte-
nir la stabilité est mise en question, avec des inquiétudes sur la possibilité que les
coups d'Etat se reproduisent, perpétuant ainsi l'instabilité.

Droits de ’'homme: Les régimes militaires sont souvent associés a des vio-
lations des droits de 'homme. Linstauration d’'une démocratie militaire au Mali
souléve des préoccupations sur la protection des libertés fondamentales et des
droits civiques. Historiquement, les régimes militaires ont été responsables de
répressions politiques, de censures, d'arrestations arbitraires et de tortures, ce
qui alimente les inquiétudes quant au respect des normes internationales en ma-
tiere de droits de I'homme sous un régime militaire.

Efficacité du gouvernement: Les militaires, formés pour des décisions ra-
pides et fermes, peuvent sembler aptes a gérer des crises. Toutefois, leur manque
d'expérience en gestion des affaires civiles et en politique publique peut engen-
drer des difficultés dans la gouvernance quotidienne. Leur présence pourrait
entrainer des lacunes dans la gestion économique, sociale et administrative du
pays.

Transition démocratique: Lintervention militaire pourrait compromettre les
progres vers une démocratie stable. Le Mali, ayant adopté un systeme démocra-
tique multipartite en 1992, voit 'intervention militaire comme une menace pour
la démocratisation. La militarisation du pouvoir politique risque d’affaiblir les ins-
titutions civiles et de freiner la transition vers une démocratie durable.

Conséquences positives: La démocratie militaire au Mali pourrait égale-
ment avoir des aspects positifs. Face a I'insécurité et aux menaces terroristes, les
forces armées pourraient étre mieux équipées et formées pour assurer la sécurité
nationale. De plus, les militaires pourraient jouer un réle dans la lutte contre la
corruption et I'amélioration de la gouvernance, en apportant des réformes et en
restaurant la confiance du public dans les institutions gouvernementales.
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Critiques et limites: La démocratie militaire est critiquée pour plusieurs rai-
sons. Le contréle militaire du pouvoir peut compromettre les principes démo-
cratiques de séparation des pouvoirs et de primauté civile. Larmée, ayant une
tendance a centraliser le pouvoir, pourrait restreindre les libertés civiles, limiter
la liberté d'expression et réprimer les opposants politiques. En outre, les régimes
militaires sont souvent associés a l'instabilité politique, des coups d’Etat récur-
rents et a une culture autoritaire, ce qui compromet le développement des insti-
tutions démocratiques.

Contexte malien spécifique: Au Mali, la transition vers une démocratie mi-
litaire a été déclenchée par la crise politique et sécuritaire, avec la démission du
président Ibrahim Boubacar Keita en 2020 sous la pression militaire. Le Comité
National pour le Salut du Peuple (CNSP), en charge de la transition, doit naviguer
entre la nécessité de stabiliser le pays et le respect des principes démocratiques.
Les défis incluent la réconciliation nationale, la stabilisation face aux tensions
ethniques et a la menace terroriste, et la nécessité d'une transition rapide vers un
gouvernement civil démocratiquement élu. La démocratie militaire ne devrait
pas devenir un régime permanent ; un retour rapide a une gouvernance civile
démocratique est crucial pour restaurer la souveraineté populaire et renforcer les
institutions démocratiques.

En somme, la démocratie militaire au Mali pose des défis importants concer-
nant la stabilité politique, les droits de I'homme, l'efficacité gouvernementale et
la transition démocratique. Les critiques mettent en lumiére des préoccupations
sur le controle militaire du pouvoir et les restrictions des libertés civiles, tandis
que les aspects positifs suggérent des opportunités pour la sécurité nationale
et la lutte contre la corruption. Le Mali doit équilibrer ces dimensions complexes
pour assurer une transition réussie et durable vers une gouvernance démocra-
tique.

Conclusion

En conclusion, la situation au Mali présente une forme innovante de gouver-
nance militaire qui souléve des questions importantes sur la nature de la démo-
cratie. En examinant ce modeéle unique a la lumiére des concepts démocratiques
internationaux, cet article cherche a comprendre et a analyser les implications de
cette expérience malienne.

En suivant les grandes lignes édictées par leur peuple, les dirigeants maliens
démontrent que la démocratie est véritablement le pouvoir du peuple, par le
peuple et pour le peuple. lls montrent ainsi qu'ils prennent en compte les aspira-
tions et les besoins de leurs citoyens dans I'élaboration de leurs politiques. Cette
approche reflete une compréhension profonde des principes démocratiques, ou
le gouvernement est au service de son peuple.
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De plus, ces actions montrent que, bien que le gouvernement soit de nature
militaire, il s'efforce de respecter les valeurs démocratiques. En tenant compte
des préoccupations de leur peuple et en agissant pour améliorer leur bien-étre,
les dirigeants maliens prouvent qu'il est possible d‘allier gouvernance militaire
et démocratie. Cette démarche novatrice pourrait méme servir de modéle pour
d’autres nations confrontées a des défis similaires, démontrant que la démocra-
tie peut prendre des formes variées, adaptées aux contextes et aux besoins spé-
cifiques de chaque pays.
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