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Abstract: This paper examines the impact of the green economy on African politics 
and democracy, using Sierra Leone as a case study from 2018 to 2023. It analyzes 
how the green economy’s policies and initiatives have influenced political processes, 
democratic institutions, and citizen participation. The paper also explores the chal-
lenges and opportunities associated with the green economy in the context of African 
democracy.
Keywords: Green economy, African politics, democracy, Sierra Leone, sustainability.

Öz: Bu makale, Sierra Leone’yi örnek olay olarak ele alıp 2018’den 2023’e kadar yeşil 
ekonominin Afrika siyaseti ve demokrasisi üzerindeki etkisini incelemektedir. Yeşil 
ekonominin politikalarının ve girişimlerinin siyasi süreçleri, demokratik kurumları ve 
vatandaş katılımını nasıl etkilediğini analiz etmektedir. Makale aynı zamanda Afrika 
demokrasisi bağlamında yeşil ekonomiyle ilgili zorlukları ve fırsatları da araştırmak-
tadır.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Yeşil ekonomi, Afrika siyaseti, demokrasi, Sierra Leone, sürdürü-
lebilirlik.
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Introduction

The concept of a green economy, defined as “an economy that results in im-
proved human well-being and social equity while significantly reducing envi-
ronmental risks and ecological scarcities” (UNEP, 2011), has gained significant 
traction in recent years. This approach to development aims to integrate envi-
ronmental, social, and economic considerations holistically, offering a pathway 
towards sustainable development (O.E.C.D., 2011). While the green economy 
holds promise for addressing global challenges like climate change and resource 
scarcity (UNEP, 2011), its potential impact on African politics and democracy re-
mains under-explored. This paper aims to shed light on this crucial area by exam-
ining the case of Sierra Leone from 2018 to 2023.

Sierra Leone presents a valuable case study due to its recent shift towards a 
green economy. In 2018, the country launched its Green Growth Strategy (GGS), 
outlining its commitment to a low-carbon, resilient, and inclusive economy 
(Government of Sierra Leone, 2018). Since then, various initiatives have been im-
plemented, focusing on areas such as renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, 
and climate-smart infrastructure (Government of Sierra Leone, 2020).

Through a comprehensive analysis of policies, initiatives, and their subse-
quent impact, this paper seeks to address the following key questions:

1. How has the green economy in Sierra Leone influenced political process-
es and democratic institutions (e.g., transparency, accountability, partici-
pation)?

2. To what extent has the green economy promoted citizen participation 
and decision-making in environmental and economic matters (e.g., com-
munity-based resource management environmental justice)?

3. What challenges and opportunities are associated with the green econ-
omy in the context of African democracy (e.g., capacity building, gover-
nance, equity, political will)?

By addressing these questions, this paper aims to contribute to a deeper un-
derstanding of the complex relationship between the green economy and Afri-
can political and democratic systems. It also seeks to provide valuable insights 
for policymakers and stakeholders working to achieve sustainable development 
in Africa through a green economy approach.

Problem Statement

Although the green economy shows potential for promoting sustainable de-
velopment in Africa, its impact on the continent’s political and democratic sys-
tems remains under-explored and often presents challenges. This lack of under-
standing hinders the effective implementation of green economy initiatives and 
their ability to achieve their intended outcomes.
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Specifically, the problem lies in the need to:

1. Uncover the complex interplay between the green economy and African 
political processes. This includes analyzing how green economy policies 
and initiatives influence political agendas, decision-making structures, 
and accountability mechanisms.

2. Assess the impact of the green economy on democratic institutions in Af-
rica. This involves examining how green economy policies and initiatives 
affect transparency, citizen participation, and the inclusiveness of gover-
nance processes.

3. Identify and address the challenges associated with transitioning to a 
green economy in the context of African democracy. These challenges 
may include capacity-building needs, governance issues, equity and so-
cial justice concerns, and potential political resistance.

4. Explore the opportunities the green economy presents for strengthening 
African democracy. This includes identifying ways to leverage the green 
economy to enhance citizen engagement, promote environmental jus-
tice, and foster a more sustainable and equitable future for Africa.

Addressing these issues is crucial for maximizing the potential of the green 
economy to contribute to sustainable development in Africa and ensuring that 
such development occurs within a framework of strong and inclusive democratic 
institutions.

Factors Impeding Politics and Development of the Green Economy in Si-
erra Leone

Despite Sierra Leone’s commitment to a green economy through its Green 
Growth Strategy (GGS) launched in 2018 (Government of Sierra Leone, 2018), 
several factors impede its effective implementation and overall development. 
These factors can be categorized into political, economic, social, and institutional 
challenges.

Political Challenges:

• Weak institutional capacity and governance: Lack of effective governance 
structures, transparency, and accountability hinders the efficient imple-
mentation of green economy policies and programs (Kankwenda & Rob-
inson, 2018). This can lead to mismanagement of resources, corruption, 
and limited public trust in green initiatives.

• Political instability and limited political will: A history of conflict and fragile 
political systems can create an environment of instability and uncertainty, 
hindering long-term commitment to and investment in green economy 
initiatives (Peters & Hertwich, 2018). Additionally, a lack of political will 
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can lead to inconsistent policy implementation and limited support for 
green initiatives.

• Limited public participation and engagement: Insufficient public aware-
ness and understanding of the green economy, coupled with limited 
opportunities for citizen participation in decision-making processes, can 
lead to resistance and resentment towards green initiatives (Agyei-Men-
sah, 2019).

Economic Challenges:

• Limited financial resources: Sierra Leone’s dependence on foreign aid 
and limited domestic resource mobilization hinders its ability to invest 
in green technologies and infrastructure necessary for transitioning to a 
low-carbon economy (Auty, 2015). This can restrict the country’s capacity 
to implement its G.G.S. and fully achieve its green growth objectives.

• Informal economy and lack of diversification: A large informal sector and 
dependence on resource extraction limit economic growth and make the 
country vulnerable to external shocks (Kankwenda & Robinson, 2018). 
This can undermine the green economy’s potential to create sustainable 
jobs and promote economic diversification.

• Limited access to finance for green businesses: Lack of access to afford-
able credit and investment opportunities for green companies can hinder 
the development of a vibrant green economy (Agyei-Mensah, 2019). This 
can limit innovation and entrepreneurial ventures in the green sector.

Social Challenges:

• Low levels of education and awareness: Limited access to quality educa-
tion and understanding of the green economy can hinder public support 
for and participation in green initiatives (Auty & Elliott, 2018). This can also 
create challenges in disseminating information and building capacity for 
green technology adoption.

• Gender inequality and social disparities: Deep-rooted gender inequalities 
and social differences can limit women’s and marginalized groups’ par-
ticipation in and benefits from the green economy (Agyei-Mensah, 2019). 
This can exacerbate existing social inequalities and hinder inclusive devel-
opment.

• Lack of cultural sensitivity and community engagement: Green initiatives 
that fail to consider local contexts and cultural sensitivities can lead to re-
sistance and conflict (Kankwenda & Robinson, 2018). Effective implemen-
tation requires community engagement, participation, and ownership of 
green initiatives.
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Institutional Challenges:

• Weak institutional frameworks and capacity: Lack of coordination and col-
laboration among government agencies, civil society organizations, and 
private sector actors can hinder the effective implementation of the G.G.S. 
(Agyei-Mensah, 2019). This can lead to duplication of efforts, inefficient 
resource allocation, and limited progress towards green objectives.

• Limited data and monitoring systems: Inadequate data collection and 
monitoring systems make it difficult to assess the impact of green econo-
my initiatives and measure progress toward G.G.S. targets (Kankwenda & 
Robinson, 2018). This can hinder practical policy evaluation and adapta-
tion.

• Lack of technical expertise and skills: The limited availability of skilled per-
sonnel in green technologies and sustainable practices can impede the 
implementation of green initiatives and the transition to a green econo-
my (Auty, 2015). This necessitates investments in capacity-building and 
skills development programs.

Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that 
includes:

• Strengthening political institutions and promoting good governance to 
ensure transparency, accountability, and effective policy implementation.

• Building public awareness and capacity through education, outreach, and 
citizen engagement programs.

• Mobilizing domestic resources and attracting private sector investments 
to fund green initiatives and infrastructure development.

• Promoting gender equality and social inclusion to ensure equitable ac-
cess to opportunities and benefits of the green economy.

• Developing robust institutional frameworks and enhancing coordination 
among stakeholders to facilitate effective implementation of the G.G.S.

• Investing in capacity building and skills development programs to ad-
dress the lack of technical expertise necessary for the green economy.

By tackling these challenges and implementing a well-coordinated and inclu-
sive approach, Sierra Leone can overcome the barriers hindering the develop-
ment of a prosperous green economy and achieve its sustainable development 
goals.

Conceptual Framework 

The proposed conceptual framework integrates various theoretical perspec-
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tives and empirical evidence to analyze the complex interplay between the 
green economy, politics, and democracy in Sierra Leone from 2018 to 2023.

Core Concepts:

Green Economy: Defined as an economy that prioritizes environmental sus-
tainability while ensuring economic growth and social well-being (UNEP, 2011). 
This involves transitioning towards low-carbon technologies, investing in renew-
able energy, and promoting sustainable resource management.

Politics and Democracy: Encompassing political processes, democratic insti-
tutions, citizen participation, transparency, accountability, and the rule of law 
(Diamond, 2002). Analyzing how the green economy interacts with these ele-
ments is crucial for understanding its impact on democracy.

Key Intervening Variables:

Political Processes:

• Policy formulation and implementation: Examining how green econo-
my policies are developed, implemented, and revised, and their impact 
on political agendas and decision-making processes (Gupta & van der 
Zwaan, 2018).

• Political actors and institutions: Exploring the roles of different political 
actors, such as government agencies, political parties, and civil society or-
ganizations, in shaping the green economy and its political implications 
(Agyei-Mensah, 2019).

• Political will and commitment: Assessing the level of political will and 
dedication towards the green economy among critical stakeholders and 
its influence on policy implementation and effectiveness (Peters & Her-
twich, 2018).

Democratic Institutions:

• Transparency and accountability: Evaluating how the green economy in-
fluences transparency in decision-making processes and accountability of 
political actors and institutions (Auty & Elliott, 2018).

• Citizen participation and engagement: Analyzing opportunities for citizen 
participation in green economy initiatives and decision-making and their 
influence on political inclusiveness and responsiveness (Kankwenda & 
Robinson, 2018).

• Rule of law and governance: Assessing the impact of the green economy 
on the rule of law, effective governance, and the protection of fundamen-
tal rights (Auty, 2015).
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Cross-Cutting Factors:

• Economic factors: Analyzing how economic factors, such as resource de-
pendence, economic diversification, and access to finance, influence the 
green economy’s political and democratic implications (Auty & Elliott, 
2018).

• Social factors: Exploring the influence of social factors such as education, 
gender equality, and social disparities on public perception, acceptance, 
and participation in green economy initiatives (Agyei-Mensah, 2019).

• Cultural context: Recognizing how cultural values and traditions can 
shape perceptions and responses to the green economy and the need 
for culturally sensitive approaches to green development (Kankwenda & 
Robinson, 2018).

Expected Outcomes:

• Positive outcomes: Strengthened political institutions, increased citizen 
participation, enhanced transparency and accountability, and a more sus-
tainable and inclusive democracy.

• Negative outcomes: Increased political polarization, weakened democrat-
ic institutions, limited public participation, and unsustainable resource 
management.

Relationship Assessment:

This framework analyzes the dynamic relationships between the core con-
cepts and intervening variables, considering the cross-cutting factors influenc-
ing the outcomes. It aims to identify the potential positive and negative impacts 
of the green economy on politics and democracy in Sierra Leone, providing a 
comprehensive framework for research and analysis.

Theoretical Framework 

This framework draws upon various theoretical perspectives to analyze the 
complex relationship between the green economy and political and democratic 
processes in Sierra Leone from 2018 to 2023. It aims to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the potential impacts and challenges associated with transi-
tioning to a green economy within the context of a developing democracy.

Core Concepts:

• Green Economy: An economic system that aims to achieve environmental 
sustainability while promoting economic growth and social equity (UNEP, 
2011). Key characteristics include resource efficiency, environmental pro-
tection, and social inclusion.
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• Politics and Democracy: Encompassing political processes, democratic 
institutions, citizen participation, transparency, accountability, and the 
rule of law (Diamond, 2002). Analyzing the interactions between these el-
ements and the green economy is crucial for understanding its impact on 
democracy.

Theoretical Perspectives:

• Ecological Modernization Theory posits that environmental concerns can 
be addressed through technological innovation and economic growth, 
arguing that environmental protection and economic prosperity can be 
mutually reinforcing (Mol & Sonnenfeld, 2000), examining whether the 
green economy in Sierra Leone reflects this theory or faces challenges in 
implementation.

• Political Economy of Resource Management: This approach focuses on 
how power dynamics and resource distribution influence political pro-
cesses and economic development (Auty, 2015). Analyzing how existing 
resource dependencies and power structures shape the green economy’s 
implementation and impact on political and social dynamics.

• Good Governance Theory: This theory emphasizes the importance of 
transparency, accountability, citizen participation, and the rule of law in 
promoting sustainable development and effective governance (World 
Bank, 1994). Evaluating whether the green economy in Sierra Leone fos-
ters good governance principles and strengthens democratic institutions.

• Social Capital Theory: This theory highlights the role of social networks, 
trust, and shared norms in promoting collective action and achieving so-
cial goals (Putnam, 2000). Examining how the green economy can foster 
social capital and enhance citizen engagement in environmental deci-
sion-making.

Intervening Variables:

• Policy Design and Implementation: Analyzing the design and implemen-
tation of green economy policies and their influence on political agendas, 
decision-making processes, and citizen participation.

• Distribution of Benefits and Costs: Assessing how the green economy’s 
benefits and costs are distributed among different social groups and the 
potential for social inequalities and political conflicts.

• Institutional Capacity and Governance: Evaluating the capacity of gov-
ernment institutions, civil society organizations, and the private sector to 
implement green policies and promote sustainable development effec-
tively.
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• Public Awareness and Citizen Participation: Examining public awareness 
about the green economy and opportunities for citizen participation in 
decision-making processes.

Expected Outcomes:

• Positive Outcomes:

o Strengthening of democratic institutions and good governance.

o Increased transparency and accountability in political processes.

o Enhanced citizen participation and social inclusion.

o Promotion of environmental sustainability and economic develop-
ment.

• Negative Outcomes:

o Increased political polarization and social conflict.

o Weakening of democratic institutions and erosion of trust.

o Limited public participation and exclusion of marginalized groups.

o Unsustainable resource use and environmental degradation.

Research Questions:

• How have green economy policies and initiatives impacted political pro-
cesses and democratic institutions in Sierra Leone?

• To what extent has the green economy promoted citizen participation 
and inclusivity in environmental decision-making?

• What are the key challenges and opportunities associated with transition-
ing to a green economy within the context of Sierra Leone’s democracy?

• How can the green economy be designed and implemented in a way that 
strengthens democratic institutions and promotes sustainable develop-
ment?

This theoretical framework provides a lens for analyzing the complex inter-
play between the green economy, politics, and democracy in Sierra Leone. Draw-
ing upon these theoretical perspectives and exploring the identified variables 
aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the potential impacts and chal-
lenges associated with transitioning to a green economy within a developing 
democratic context.
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Practical Examples of Addressing Challenges in the Green Economy of 
Sierra Leone

Strengthening Institutions and Governance:

• The Sierra Leone Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (S.L.E.I.T.I.) 
promotes transparency and accountability in the mining sector by pub-
lishing data on mining revenues and government receipts.

• The Public Financial Management (P.F.M.) Reform Program: This program 
aims to improve financial management practices within the government, 
leading to increased efficiency and accountability.

• The Anti-Corruption Commission (A.C.C.): Established in 2008, the A.C.C. 
investigates and prosecutes corruption cases, promoting transparency 
and deterring corrupt practices.

Promoting Inclusive and Equitable Development:

• The Mano River Union (MRU) Cocoa and Forest Initiative: This initiative 
supports sustainable cocoa production and protects forests in Sierra Le-
one and neighbouring countries, benefiting rural communities and pro-
moting biodiversity.

• The Women in Agriculture Development (W.I.A.D.) Project: This project 
empowers women farmers by providing them with access to training, re-
sources, and markets, improving their livelihoods and promoting gender 
equality.

• The Youth Employment and Skills Development Project (Y.E.S.D.P.) pro-
vides training and employment opportunities for young people in green 
sectors such as renewable energy and sustainable agriculture.

Mobilizing Resources and Financing:

• The Green Climate Fund (GCF): Sierra Leone has successfully accessed 
funding from the GCF to implement renewable energy projects, demon-
strating its commitment to green development.

• The Sierra Leone Renewable Energy Fund (S.E.R.E.F.): This public-private 
partnership provides financial support for renewable energy projects, at-
tracting private sector investment and accelerating the transition to clean 
energy.

• The Sustainable Land and Water Management Project (S.L.W.M.P.): This 
project mobilizes resources from various donors to address land degrada-
tion and promote sustainable water management practices, contributing 
to climate-resilient agriculture and food security.
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Building Public Awareness and Capacity:

• The Green Growth T.V. and Radio Program: This program educates the 
public about the green economy and its benefits, raising awareness and 
fostering public support for green initiatives.

• The National Environmental Education Network (N.E.E.N.): This network 
of NGOs and educational institutions promotes environmental education 
in schools and communities, empowering individuals to contribute to a 
greener future.

• The Community-Based Resource Management (CBRM) Program: This pro-
gram empowers local communities to manage their natural resources 
sustainably, building capacity and promoting community ownership of 
environmental initiatives.

Addressing Social and Cultural Challenges:

• The Land Tenure Reform Program: This program aims to clarify land own-
ership rights and address historical injustices, ensuring equitable access 
to land and promoting sustainable land management practices.

• The Cultural Heritage Conservation Project: This project protects and pre-
serves Sierra Leone’s rich cultural heritage, ensuring that cultural values 
are considered in green economy initiatives.

• The National Dialogue on Climate Change: This platform facilitates dia-
logue between stakeholders on climate change issues, addressing con-
cerns and building consensus for effective adaptation and mitigation 
strategies.

Adapting and Innovating:

• The Innovation Hub at the University of Sierra Leone: This hub supports 
the development of green technologies and innovations, fostering entre-
preneurship and creating new opportunities in the green economy.

• The Sierra Leone Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance: This alliance pro-
motes adopting climate-smart agricultural practices, improving resilience 
and productivity in the agricultural sector.

• The National Green Innovation Challenge: This competition encourages 
young people to develop innovative solutions for environmental chal-
lenges, fostering creativity and driving green growth.

These are just a few practical examples of how Sierra Leone is addressing the 
challenges and seizing the opportunities of the green economy. By scaling up 
these initiatives, promoting collaboration, and continuously innovating, Sierra 
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Leone can build a more sustainable and prosperous future for its citizens and 
contribute to global efforts to address climate change and environmental deg-
radation.

Gaps in Addressing the Challenges of the Green Economy in Sierra Leone

Despite the positive developments and initiatives outlined in the practical ex-
amples, significant gaps remain in addressing the challenges of the green econ-
omy in Sierra Leone. These gaps hinder progress and limit the potential benefits 
of transitioning to a sustainable and inclusive economy.

Here are some of the key gaps:

Insufficient Resources and Funding:

• Over-reliance on external aid: While external aid plays a role, dependence 
on it creates vulnerability and limits ownership over development priori-
ties.

• Limited domestic resource mobilization: Ineffective tax systems and weak 
financial institutions constrain domestic resource mobilization for green 
investments.

• Inadequate access to green finance: Lack of dedicated funding mech-
anisms and risk-averse financial institutions limit access to finance for 
green businesses and projects.

Weak Institutional Capacity:

• Limited skills and expertise: Lack of qualified personnel in green technolo-
gies and sustainable practices hinders effective implementation and proj-
ect sustainability.

• Poor coordination and collaboration: Lack of coordination among gov-
ernment agencies, civil society, and the private sector leads to duplication 
of efforts and inefficient resource allocation.

• Data and information deficiencies: Inadequate data collection and moni-
toring systems limit evidence-based decision-making and assessment of 
the impact of green initiatives.

Social and Cultural Challenges:

• Limited public awareness and understanding: Insufficient knowledge 
about the green economy and its benefits leads to scepticism and resis-
tance towards green initiatives.

• Gender inequality and social disparities: Exclusion of marginalized groups 
from decision-making and benefits of the green economy exacerbates ex-
isting inequalities.
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• Land tenure issues and unresolved conflicts: Unclear land ownership 
rights and historical conflicts hinder sustainable resource management 
and community participation in green projects.

Policy and Regulatory Frameworks:

• Lack of comprehensive green economy policies: A clear, long-term vision 
and roadmap hinders effective implementation and investment attrac-
tion.

• Inconsistent and weak enforcement of regulations: Ineffective regulato-
ry frameworks and poor enforcement create loopholes for unsustainable 
practices and discourage green investments.

• Limited incentives and support mechanisms: Lack of adequate incentives 
and support for green businesses and entrepreneurs impedes innovation 
and hinders market growth.

Addressing these gaps requires a multi-pronged approach:

• Increase domestic resource mobilization through tax reforms and 
strengthening financial institutions.

• Develop green finance mechanisms and attract private sector invest-
ments for green projects.

• Invest in capacity-building programs to develop skills and expertise in 
green technologies and sustainable practices.

• Enhance coordination and collaboration among stakeholders through in-
stitutional reforms and multi-stakeholder platforms.

• Improve public awareness and education about the green economy and 
its benefits through targeted campaigns and community engagement 
initiatives.

• Empower marginalized groups and address gender inequalities to ensure 
inclusive participation and equitable distribution of benefits.

• Develop comprehensive green economy policies and regulations that 
promote sustainability, transparency, and accountability.

• Strengthen enforcement of environmental regulations and hold polluters 
accountable.

• Provide incentives and support mechanisms for green businesses and en-
trepreneurs to encourage innovation and market growth.

• Address land tenure issues and resolve historical conflicts to ensure equi-
table resource access and promote sustainable land management.
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• Continuously monitor progress, evaluate impacts, and adapt policies and 
strategies based on emerging challenges and opportunities.

By addressing these gaps and implementing effective policies, Sierra Leone 
can create a more enabling environment for the green economy to flourish. This 
will contribute to sustainable development, equitable growth, and a better fu-
ture for its people.

SWOT Analysis of the Green Economy in Sierra Leone

Strengths:

• Rich natural resources: Sierra Leone has abundant natural resources, in-
cluding fertile land, forests, minerals, and renewable energy potential, 
providing a strong foundation for a green economy.

• Growing awareness and commitment: Public awareness and government 
commitment towards environmental sustainability and the green econo-
my are increasing, creating a supportive environment for green initiatives.

• Emerging green businesses and innovations: A growing number of green 
businesses and entrepreneurs are developing innovative solutions and 
technologies, contributing to economic diversification and green growth.

• International support and partnerships: Sierra Leone benefits from inter-
national support and partnerships with various organizations and coun-
tries, providing access to funding, technical assistance, and knowledge 
exchange opportunities.

• Resilient and adaptable communities: Local communities have a strong 
resource management and adaptation tradition, which can be harnessed 
for sustainable development and community-based green projects.

Weaknesses:

• Limited financial resources: Lack of sufficient domestic resources and lim-
ited access to green finance constrain the implementation of green initia-
tives and investments.

• Weak institutional capacity: Inadequate skills and expertise within gov-
ernment institutions and civil society organizations limit the effectiveness 
of policies and programs.

• Insufficient data and information: Lack of reliable data on environmental 
indicators and the green economy hinders effective decision-making and 
evaluation of progress.

• Social and cultural challenges: Limited public awareness, gender inequal-
ities, unresolved land tenure issues, and cultural barriers can hinder par-
ticipation and impede the green economy’s progress.
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• Weak legal and regulatory frameworks: Inconsistent and poorly enforced 
environmental regulations create loopholes for unsustainable practices 
and discourage green investments.

Opportunities:

• Transition to a low-carbon economy: Sierra Leone can capitalize on its re-
newable energy potential to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and con-
tribute to global climate change mitigation efforts.

• Development of climate-smart agriculture: Promoting climate-resilient 
agricultural practices can ensure food security, improve livelihoods and 
contribute to sustainable land management.

• Ecotourism and natural resource management: Sierra Leone’s rich biodi-
versity and cultural heritage offer opportunities for sustainable tourism 
development and community-based conservation initiatives.

• Green jobs and entrepreneurship: The green economy can create new 
jobs and income-generating opportunities, particularly for youth and 
women, fostering economic development and social inclusion.

• Collaboration and partnerships: Sierra Leone can leverage international 
cooperation and teamwork to access resources, expertise, and technolo-
gy, accelerating the transition to a green economy.

Threats:

• Climate change impacts: Extreme weather events and rising sea levels 
pose significant threats to vulnerable communities and ecosystems, re-
quiring adaptation and risk management strategies.

• Deforestation and biodiversity loss: Unsustainable logging practices and 
illegal wildlife trade threaten Sierra Leone’s rich biodiversity and natural 
resources, requiring effective conservation measures.

• Resource dependence and economic instability: Overreliance on resource 
extraction for income can lead to economic vulnerability and hinder di-
versification towards a green economy.

• Political instability and social unrest: Political instability and social con-
flicts can create uncertainty and hamper investments in green initiatives, 
undermining long-term development goals.

• Global economic trends and market fluctuations: Global economic down-
turns and volatile commodity prices can affect green investments and 
hinder progress towards a sustainable economy.

By leveraging its strengths and opportunities while addressing its weakness-
es and threats, Sierra Leone can successfully transition to a green economy. This 
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will require a comprehensive and coordinated approach involving government, 
civil society, the private sector, and local communities. Sierra Leone can build a 
more prosperous and resilient future for its citizens by prioritizing environmental 
sustainability, inclusive development, and effective governance.

Economic Model for the Green Economy in Sierra Leone

Developing a comprehensive economic model for the green economy in 
Sierra Leone requires a multi-dimensional approach considering the country’s 
specific context and challenges. Here’s a basic framework:

Model Components:

1. Production and Consumption:

• Green sectors: Include agriculture, forestry, fisheries, renewable energy, 
ecotourism, and green technologies.

• Traditional sectors include mining, manufacturing, and construction.

• Consumption patterns: Analyze how consumption shifts towards sustain-
able products and services.

2. Resource Management:

• Natural resources: Track the use and depletion of resources like land, wa-
ter, and minerals.

• Environmental impact: Measure the ecological footprint of economic ac-
tivities and green initiatives.

• Resource efficiency: Analyze how technology and innovation contribute 
to resource conservation.

3. Financial Flows:

• Domestic investments: Track investments in green sectors and infrastruc-
ture.

• Foreign direct investments (FDI): Analyze FDI flows into green sectors and 
their impact.

• Financial institutions: Evaluate their role in financing green initiatives and 
promoting sustainable practices.

4. Labor Market:

• Green jobs: Analyze the creation and distribution of jobs in green sectors.

• Skills development: Evaluate the need for skills training and capacity 
building for green jobs.
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• Social impact: Assess the impact of the green economy on employment, 
income distribution, and poverty reduction.

5. Policy and Governance:

• Green economy policies: Analyze the effectiveness of government poli-
cies in promoting green growth and sustainability.

• Institutional capacity: Assess the ability of institutions to implement green 
policies and manage resources efficiently.

• Governance framework: Analyze the role of transparency, accountability, 
and citizen participation in the green economy.

Model Dynamics:

• Interconnectivity: Analyze the interactions between different compo-
nents and their feedback loops.

• Shocks and uncertainties: Consider the impact of external shocks such as 
climate change, economic crises, and global market fluctuations.

• Policy simulations: Evaluate the potential effects of different policy inter-
ventions on the green economy.

Model Outputs:

• Economic growth: Assess the green economy’s contribution to G.D.P. and 
economic diversification.

• Environmental sustainability: Evaluate the impact on resource use, pollu-
tion levels, and ecosystem health.

• Social equity: Analyze the distribution of benefits and impacts on differ-
ent groups within society.

• Policy recommendations: Generate evidence-based recommendations 
for improving the green economy’s effectiveness and impact.

Data and Modeling Tools:

• National statistics: Utilize existing data from government agencies and 
statistical offices.

• Surveys and field research: Conduct surveys and collect data on specific 
sectors and communities.

• Modelling software: Use economic modelling software like Computable 
General Equilibrium (C.G.E.) models or System Dynamics models to simu-
late different scenarios.
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Model Development and Implementation:

• Stakeholder engagement: Involve government agencies, civil society or-
ganizations, private sector actors, and local communities in model devel-
opment and implementation.

• Capacity building: Train stakeholders in data analysis, modelling tech-
niques, and green economy principles.

• Monitoring and evaluation: Regularly monitor progress towards green 
economy goals and update the model based on new data and feedback.

Benefits of the Model:

• Improved decision-making: Provides evidence-based insights for policy-
makers to design effective green economy policies and strategies.

• Investment opportunities: Identifies potential green sectors and projects 
for investment and resource allocation.

• Risk assessment and mitigation: Helps anticipate and manage potential 
challenges and risks associated with the green economy transition.

• Public awareness and engagement: Increases public understanding of 
the green economy and promotes ownership of green initiatives.

Challenges and Limitations:

• Data availability and quality: Lack of reliable data can hinder model accu-
racy and limit its effectiveness.

• Model complexity: Balancing comprehensiveness with user-friendliness 
can be challenging.

• Uncertainty and unforeseen events: External shocks and unpredictable 
events can impact model predictions.

• Stakeholder engagement and trust: Building trust and ensuring stake-
holder participation in model development can be challenging.

Developing an economic model for the green economy in Sierra Leone re-
quires a collaborative effort among stakeholders with different expertise. By con-
sidering the specific context and challenges, this model can provide valuable 
insights for policymakers, businesses, and civil society organizations to navigate 
the transition to a more sustainable and equitable future.

Recommendations for Addressing the Challenges of the Green Economy 
in Sierra Leone

Based on the analysis of the factors impeding the green economy in Sierra 
Leone and the proposed solutions, here are some specific recommendations:



Understanding the Green Economy of African Politics and Democracy- 
A Case of Sierra Leone 2018-2023

223Journal of Interdisciplinary African Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, 2023, ss. 205-227

Strengthening Institutions and Governance:

• Review and reform existing legal frameworks to enhance transparency, 
accountability, and anti-corruption measures.

• Establish an independent Anti-Corruption Commission with adequate re-
sources and power to investigate and prosecute corruption cases.

• Invest in capacity-building programs for government officials, civil soci-
ety actors, and private sector stakeholders on green economy principles, 
sustainable resource management practices, and effective governance 
strategies.

• Develop a national Green Growth Strategy with clear goals, targets, and 
indicators to guide the transition to a green economy.

• Establish a multi-stakeholder platform for coordinating the implementa-
tion of the Green Growth Strategy and facilitating dialogue between dif-
ferent stakeholders.

Promoting Inclusive and Equitable Development:

• Conduct a national assessment of the potential impacts of the green 
economy on different groups within society, including women, youth, ru-
ral communities, and indigenous groups.

• Develop and implement targeted programs to address marginalized 
groups’ specific needs and challenges, ensuring equitable access to the 
green economy’s resources, opportunities, and benefits.

• Promote gender equality and empower women by eliminating discrim-
inatory laws and practices, increasing access to education and training, 
and supporting women’s entrepreneurship initiatives.

• Empower local communities and indigenous groups to participate in 
green economy projects and decision-making processes, respecting their 
traditional knowledge and land rights.

Mobilizing Resources and Financing:

• Diversify the economy by promoting private sector investment in val-
ue-added agricultural production, manufacturing, and renewable energy 
sectors.

• Create an enabling environment for green investments by providing tax 
incentives, subsidies, and guarantees for green projects.

• Establish a Green Investment Fund to mobilize domestic and internation-
al resources for green initiatives.
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• Develop public-private partnerships (P.P.P.s) to leverage private sector 
expertise and resources for green infrastructure development.

Building Public Awareness and Capacity:

• Launch a nationwide public awareness campaign to educate the popula-
tion about the green economy, its benefits, and individual contributions 
to its success.

• Integrate environmental education and sustainability principles into 
school curricula at all levels.

• Support developing and disseminating educational materials and re-
sources on the green economy in local languages.

• Develop community-based training programs to equip local communi-
ties with the skills and knowledge to participate in the green economy.

Addressing Social and Cultural Challenges:

• Conduct social impact assessments for all green economy projects to 
identify potential adverse impacts and ensure their mitigation.

• Develop culturally sensitive green economy policies and initiatives that 
respect local traditions, values, and knowledge systems.

• Promote social dialogue and conflict resolution mechanisms to address 
potential conflicts arising from resource allocation and competing inter-
ests.

• Invest in programs that address social inequalities and empower margin-
alized groups to participate in and benefit from the green economy.

Adapting and Innovating:

• Develop a robust monitoring and evaluation framework to track progress 
towards the Green Growth Strategy’s goals and objectives.

• Regularly review and update the Green Growth Strategy based on emerg-
ing trends, challenges, and opportunities.

• Encourage and support research and development in green technologies, 
sustainable resource management practices, and innovative solutions for 
environmental challenges.

• Facilitate knowledge exchange and collaboration with countries that 
have successfully transitioned to a green economy.

Implementing these recommendations requires a long-term commitment 
and collaboration from all stakeholders. By prioritizing transparency, account-
ability, inclusivity, and innovation, Sierra Leone can overcome the challenges 
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and seize the opportunities of the green economy, paving the way for a more 
sustainable, equitable, and prosperous future.

Conclusion and Summary

The transition to a green economy in Sierra Leone offers a promising path-
way for achieving sustainable development, economic growth, and social equi-
ty. However, this transition is not without its challenges.

Key findings:

• Sierra Leone possesses significant natural resources and a growing com-
mitment towards a green economy.

• Significant gaps in resource mobilization, capacity building, social and 
cultural challenges, and policy frameworks remain.

• Opportunities exist in low-carbon technologies, climate-smart agricul-
ture, ecotourism, and green jobs.

• Effective implementation requires a comprehensive economic model 
considering production and consumption, resource management, finan-
cial flows, labour market, and policy and governance.

• Stakeholder engagement, data availability, and model complexity are key 
considerations.

Recommendations:

• Strengthening institutions and governance through transparency, ac-
countability, and anti-corruption measures.

• Promoting inclusive and equitable development by addressing inequali-
ties and empowering marginalized groups.

• Mobilizing resources and financing through domestic resource mobiliza-
tion, green finance mechanisms, and attracting private investments.

• Building public awareness and capacity through education, training, and 
community engagement initiatives.

• Addressing social and cultural challenges through culturally sensitive pol-
icies, conflict resolution mechanisms, and respect for traditional knowl-
edge and land rights.

• Adapting and innovating through continuous monitoring and evaluation, 
research and development, and knowledge exchange.

Overall, Sierra Leone has a unique opportunity to build a green economy that 
benefits all its citizens. By addressing the existing challenges and leveraging its 
strengths and opportunities, Sierra Leone can emerge as a model for sustainable 
development in Africa and beyond. 
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